CONFERENCE PAPER GUIDELINES

Introductory section

Please consider and include the following:

· A Clear and concise overview of your theoretical approach

· An indication of what aspects or features of international relations your perspective focuses on.

· Reference to the types of questions and/or issues it addresses.

· An awareness of how your lens compares with and differs from other approaches to the study of international politics.

· An indication of how your approach is positioned within the broader discipline of international relations.

Think carefully and deliberately about the above before you begin your actual analysis of the selected conference topic.

Main Analysis

This is where you especially need to take your time and allow your self the latitude to wander through the conference topic.  Look long and hard at your topic through your conceptual lens.  Play with the lens and try to deploy it to its fullest extent.

Please keep the following helpful suggestions in mind:

· Determine what you are going to focus on in your analysis and why.

· Explain your view of the topic with specific references to key ideas and concepts that inform your particular perspective.

· The key as always is to view international events through your lens by adopting its distinctive world-view.

· Try to think, see and feel like a realist, liberal, globalist, constructivist, feminist or postmodernist.

Concluding Observations


Here are a few things to consider in your conclusion:

· Provide a sampling of the types of questions that your analysis raised in your own mind.

· Indicate what you think your lens does a good job of explaining and discuss why it is a fruitful way for us to view this issue.

· Also give your reader some sense of what your lens fails to account for, or what it doesn’t do a good job of explaining.  Where did the lens leave you in the lurch in attempting to analyze the conference topic?

· Consider the overall applicability of your particular lens to this topic.

· Provide a concluding statement based upon your overall assessment of your lens and its perspective on international politics.

REMEMBER THE KEY HERE IS TO HAVE FUN!

