ANALYSIS PAPER-REALISM


GUIDELINES

Select any current international event, issue or problem that you find interesting and analyze it from a realist perspective.

Please include the following in your analysis:

· In your own words briefly summarize the key characteristics of a Realist approach.

· Indicate how a Realist would describe/explain the event you have selected.

· Include a statement about what variables a Realist would focus on.

· What questions would a Realist ask about the event you have selected?

· Evaluate the overall explanatory power of Realism with references to your selected international issue, event or problem.

· Keep in mind the fact that you are providing a Realist take on the international event you have selected.

Evaluative Considerations:

· A Clear and accurate understanding of the basic tenets of Realism.

· A substantive and thoughtful application/analysis of Realist thought in light of your selected topic.

· A clear understanding of the explanatory power of Realism.

· An acknowledgement of the limitations of Realist thought.

Your paper is a summary of your thoughts on Realism.  You should view class discussion as an opportunity to elaborate on the ideas summarized in your paper.

Your grade will reflect both a written and a discussion component.

