Advanced Composition

2004-2005

Syllabus:

First Quarter:

· Reviewing the writing process

· Personal and Expressive Writing:  memoir, college application, song lyrics

· Observation and Description: Interview profile, eyewitness report, oral history

· Handbook 1-7

· Reviewing grammar and usage practice

· Revising and Proofreading skills

Second Quarter:

· Narrative and Literary Writing: short story

· Information Exposition-Classification: Classification, comparison and contrast, organizational chart

· Daybook of Critical Reading

· Handbook 8-14

Third Quarter:

· Informative Exposition-Analysis: pictorial essay

· Informative Exposition-Synthesis: Lab Report

· Daybook

· Handbook 15-20

Fourth Quarter:

· Writing about Literature: Critical Analysis, Personal Response, Parody

· Daybook

· Portfolio Evaluation

Important Addresses/sites:

· Questions or problems about work:  fsabina@aol.com or bonaccim@netscape.net
· Check on daily class work and assigned work:  www.geocities.com/room113ca
· Links to style guides and related class work, use the above site with link to our class.

Rationale: 

You will learn how to organize and write a variety of real world and academic writings understanding that planning and organizing are a key element to a successful finished product.

Requirements and Grading:

· A binder with loose-leaf filler paper is preferred. Suggested divisions: Idea bank, journal, handbook exercises, works in progress.

· Grades- Since tests will not be the main source of your grades, other factors playing a major role in your grades will include the following: Adhering to deadlines, completing each step of the assignments, having a positive attitude, being open to constructive criticism, maintaining an orderly binder, updating class portfolio, using time wisely, arriving on time, coming prepared and attending class regularly.

· Grading Procedure:  Late, -10; absent, -10 (Makeup allowed within three days); missing homework, -20; missing book, notebook, pens, etc. –10; disturbance, -10.  Grades are updated daily so you may request your present grade on any day.  If you would like a copy of your grades and work, ask me at the end of class, and I will have it ready by lunch or at 3 p.m.

· The computer is available in class to save/download/print files from home.

· You will maintain a class folder where you will save your work, set goals, and log your error grid.  It will be graded once each quarter.

· You are responsible for class work and homework during  your absence.  All work is logged in a binder on my desk.  To receive credit for these days you must print a copy of the cover sheet to accompany any makeup work due and hand in WITHIN THREE DAYS after your return.

· Deadlines:  If you are in school on a due date, the work is still expected on time to avoid late penalties.

· Revisions should be done in a timely manner and returned by the date marked on your papers.

· Class Procedure: 

-Class begins at bell-the sooner we get started the less out of class work you will have.

-First ten minutes- handbook exercises or journal entry.

-Attending class on a regular basis is vital in order to assess the above-mentioned grade sources.

-Attending class regularly is good practice for future career success!

-**After 20 absences you will not be able  to make up any overdue work.    

**Adjustments will be made as necessary

Suggested Reference:

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writing of Research Papers.  6th ed. New York: 

Modern Language Association of America. 2003.

(I recommend purchasing this book for reference.)

Trimmer, Joseph, ed. The Essentials of MLA Style: A Guide to Documentation for 

Writing of Research Papers.  Boston/NY: Houghton.  1998.

**Our writing and other activities throughout the year are aligned to the Pennsylvania state standards and to the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

