English 12 (British Literature and Composition)

2005-2006

Rationale:  You are expected to become engaged in your work and read independently with little teacher guidance, read actively for comprehension, and write regular and timely academic papers that use correct research style and provide ample support.

General Syllabus and Course Requirements








Corresponding Writing

449 –1625 A.D. Historical Background

-The Lyric  “The Seafarer” and “The Wanderer”

-The Epic  Beowolf

-Chronicles- Bede

-Canterbury Tales-Chaucer

-Legends- from Sir Gawain and The Green Knight and from Morte d’Arthur
Dramatic Monologue

Response to criticism

Compare/Contrast

Research paper

Recounting from another’s perspective

Celebrating Humanity

-The Sonnets: Spenser, Shakespeare
Response to Criticism

Paraphrasing a sonnet

Compare/Contrast

Influence of the Monarchy

-Utopia- Moore

-King James Bible
-A Man for All Seasons

-Drama: Macbeth

-John Donne and Ben Johnson
Response to Criticism

Writing a playscript from a short story

Literary Analysis

A Nation Divided

-John Milton- Sonnets, Paradise Lost

-Diaries and Journals-  Pepys and Defoe

-Satire-Swift

-Pope
Satirical essay

Response to Criticism

Compare/Contrast

Multimedia Presentation

Focus on The Essay

-Johnson and Addison

-The Novel- Great Expectations, Charles Dickens

-Gloom and Glory- Bronte and Houseman
Essay on Human Behavior

Journals/style: paper on social issues

Critical Essay

Literary Analysis

The Story of Britain

-The Short Story- Conrad, Wolfe, Laurence, Greene

-Contemporary Authors- Dylan Thomas,

Philip Larkin, V.S. Naipaul, Nadine Gordimer
Villanelle poetry

Response to Criticism

Critical Evaluation

Requirements and Grading:

· A binder with loose-leaf filler paper is preferred. Suggested divisions: Idea bank, journal, handbook exercises, works in progress.

· Grades- tests,  30%; quizzes, 30%; papers, 40%

· Grading Procedure:  Late, -10; absent, -10 (Makeup allowed within three days); missing homework, -20; missing book, notebook, pens, etc. –10; disturbance, -10.  Grades are updated daily so you may request your present grade on any day.  If you would like a copy of your grades and work, ask me at the end of class, and I will have it ready by lunch or at 3 p.m.

· The computer is available in class to save/download/print files from home.

· You will maintain a class folder where you will save your work, set goals, and log your error grid.  It will be graded once each quarter.

· You are responsible for class work and homework during  your absence.  All work is logged in a binder on my desk and is available at the above-mentioned web site.  To receive credit for these days you must print a copy of the cover sheet to accompany any makeup work due and hand in WITHIN THREE DAYS after your return.

· Deadlines:  If you are in school on a due date but miss class, the work is still expected on time to avoid late penalties.

· Revisions should be done in a timely manner and returned by the date marked on your papers.

· Class Procedure: 

-Class begins at bell-the sooner we get started the less out of class work you will have.

-Attending class on a regular basis is vital in order to assess the above-mentioned grade sources.  It is also good practice for future career success!

After 20 absences you will not be able  to make up any overdue work.    

Adjustments will be made as necessary

Suggested Reference:

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writing of Research Papers.  6th ed. New York: 

Modern Language Association of America. 2003.

(I recommend purchasing this book for reference.)

Our writing and other activities throughout the year are aligned to the Pennsylvania state standards and to the Scholastic Aptitude Test.
