Advanced Placement,  Literature and Composition

2004-2005

Rationale:  This course is intended for those students who plan to take the Advanced Placement test in May.  It is an intensive course designed to prepare for the test.  

General Course Outline

Texts

Barnet, Sylvan, et al., eds. Literature for Composition, Compact Edition.   New York: Longman, 2003.


The British Tradition.  Prentice Hall.  New Jersey: Pearson. 2002.


Dickens, Charles.  Great Expectations.


Gardner, John. Grendel
-Sample AP questions and practice

-Vocabulary development including literary terms necessary for taking the AP test

-Regular papers that demonstrate provocative thought and criticism

The class will be conducted informally and will provide ample time for discussion and writing development.  Outside works will include readings and papers.

Preparation

-Students should read widely and reflect on their reading through extensive discussion, writing and rewriting.

-Students should assume considerable responsibility for the amount of reading and writing they do.

-Students should engage in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature representing various genres and periods (AP Course Description 5).
-Close reading involves the experience, the interpretation and the evaluation of literature (41).

-Emphasis will be placed on the development of stylistic maturity by the following:

· Vocabulary development

· Correct use of sentence structures

· Logical Organization

· A balance of general and specific details

· A developing sense of tone, voice, and emphasis using parallelism and antithesis (43).

Requirements and Grading:

· A binder with loose-leaf filler paper is preferred. Suggested divisions: Idea bank, journal, handbook exercises, works in progress.

· Grades- -Tests 20%, Quizzes/Weekly grade 20%, Papers 60%

· Grading Procedure:  Late, -10; absent, -10 (Makeup allowed within three days); missing homework, -20; missing book, notebook, pens, etc. –10; disturbance, -10.  Grades are updated daily so you may request your present grade on any day.  If you would like a copy of your grades and work, ask me at the end of class, and I will have it ready by lunch or at 3 p.m.

· The computer is available in class to save/download/print files from home.

· You will maintain a class folder where you will save your work, set goals, and log your error grid.  It will be graded once each quarter.

· You are responsible for class work and homework during  your absence.  All work is logged in a binder on my desk and is available at the above-mentioned web site.  To receive credit for these days you must print a copy of the cover sheet to accompany any makeup work due and hand in WITHIN THREE DAYS after your return.

· Deadlines:  If you are in school on a due date but miss class, the work is still expected on time to avoid late penalties.

· Revisions should be done in a timely manner and returned by the date marked on your papers.

· Class Procedure: 

-Class begins at bell-the sooner we get started the less out of class work you will have.

-Attending class on a regular basis is vital in order to assess the above-mentioned grade sources.  It is also good practice for future career success!

After 20 absences you will not be able  to make up any overdue work.    

Adjustments will be made as necessary

Suggested Reference:

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writing of Research Papers.  6th ed. New York: 

Modern Language Association of America. 2003.

(I recommend purchasing this book for reference.)

Our writing and other activities throughout the year are aligned to the Pennsylvania state standards and to the Scholastic Aptitude Test.
Source

AP Central :AP English Literature and Composition,  ed.May 2005, 12 July 2004, <http://apcentral.collegeboard.com>

