Dear Editor,

I’m writing in response to the Thursday, May 27th 2004 article, “Restricts Offender Loitering: Red Zones Sought To Prevent Crime”. The article was troubling, and very reminiscent of the “Black Codes” that Virginia and other southern states adopted after the civil war. The “Black Codes” were intended to maintain the white dominated hierarchy after the civil war by limiting “Africans” freedom to travel, work and own land. The “Black Codes” unequal system of punishment were so severe that blacks who were accused of “unlawfully assembling themselves together either in the day or nighttime” were subject to immediate punishment.

As a pizza delivery driver, i’m reminded daily of the antebellum south of past. On a given night, I may do deliveries to Rappahannock River Estates, Foxchase Apartment, Gwenfield, and Essex County Trailer Park. The most distinctive quality that I’ve noticed about those areas was not race or ethnicity, but finance. Despite each area being distinctly populated with either white or black citizens, the socioeconomic factors were disproportionately visible. So it does not surprise me that Police Chief Barrett would want to focus most of his attention on low-income “red zone” areas, and not high income “green zone” areas. 

I feel that if the Essex County Board of Supervisors and police departments wants to “prevent crime”, they should pay attention to the concerned parents down at the school board or those writing letters to the editor about school conditions. I believe that if the board would focus as much attention to their students as the Tappahannock Police department attempts to pay to its “criminals”, than the students who they label as high risk would surely be college graduates. In order to “prevent crime”, you have to prevent poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and discriminatory housing. So if the Board of Supervisors really wanted to “prevent crime”, they would provide more economic and educational opportunities to its students who stay in the area. But instead, they choose to propose a reactionary law that further attempts to manipulate our constitutional rights, and disproportionately fill the jails and prisons with black faces.

Lastly, I commend the citizens of Battery for standing up and rejecting William Sylva’s plan to unjustly concentrate low-income housing in your community. As citizens, we must not sit back and allow businessmen or our local government to concentrate residents in low-income housing, and then let them label it a “red zone”. We cannot allow these “red zones” of today become the “Black Codes” of yesterday.

Ronnie N. Sidney II

