My Response to the article:

What my letter “Red Zone Concerns” attempted to do was to not only put the zoning proposal into historical perspective, but to also show how the governmental bodies of Essex County share some responsibility in discriminatory low income housing practices. I read the article and made mention of Chief Barret and Sheriff Clarkes support for the “red zones”, but I understand that they aren’t solely responsible for conditions that warrant its existence. It would have been irresponsible of me just to include the law enforcement agencies and not include the School Board, Planning Commission, or the Board of Supervisors that oversees each agency respectively. As the Counties elected legislative body, the Board of Supervisors has an obligation to hear its citizens, and protect them from unjust law enforcement policies. As a citizen, I feel that I was only exercising my civic duty. If I unfairly accused any governmental official or agency of any wrongdoing, than I apologize. 

For one to support this proposal because of fear of criminality is justifiable, but I want you to ask yourself if this is best approach to the problem. Is profiling a whole housing sector or neighborhood the price one would have to pay to keep out ex-offenders.  I absolutely agree that every citizen deserves to live in a safe community, but my question is, do some citizens deserve to live in communities labeled by local law enforcement officials as ‘red zones”.

In conclusion, I ask you as citizens of this great county for your empathy. I ask you to put yourself in the shoes of your neighbors, co-workers or family members who may fall under the umbrella of this proposed law. I ask you, how would you feel if you were harassed by local police officers because you were convicted of a non-violent felony offense 8 years ago as a teenager. Not only are you not able to vote or carry a firearm, but you have been stripped of the right to visit your family or children because they fall under the jurisdiction of the “red zone”. I ask you, have we become so desensitized that we have lost hope in ones ability for change and rehabilitation.  Have we become so complacent as citizens to neglect our civic duties, and allow legislative bodies to adopt such a measure?   Are these the Democratic freedoms that you want to represent, if not, you have the power to do something to change it.

Email questions or comments to nsidn@odu.edu

Ronnie N. Sidney II

