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When asked the question, "What do I find wrong with the United States economy", my answer would be nearly everything that affects minorities, in particular African Americans. For centuries, America's economy has been getting rich off of the labor or Africans and Indians throughout Africa, America and the Islands. After 200 and some odd years of free labor and foreign resources, many white Americans built economic empires that continue blossom as we speak. The capitalist politics practiced by America and other European countries have created turmoil in many African countries and poverty for displaced people living in the islands. Huge corporations continue to cash in on those countries GNP and then produce for large profits. America as a whole benefits very little, but those who have capital and cash benefit enormously. I don't see a reason for people to be extremely rich and grandiose. Why have more cars than you can drive and more houses that you can live in. The so-called self-interest that guides the market is really greed and ingrained imperialistic manifestations. Being rich and selfish shouldn't be an incentive for people to pool assets and create mega corporations. A lot of rich people complain about being taxed a lot and I don't see why when the captilize off the blood, sweat and tears of their workers. 


First of all, their profits come at the expense of society and secondly, the people who are taxed very little consume a lot of their goods. Then they use commercials and other forms of media to influence people to buy goods that they really don't need. The people don't dictate the market, the suppliers dictates the market. The consumers are at the whim of any supplier because we wouldn't want what doesn't exist. Its true that as humans we have unlimited wants, but whatever happened to needs. Why are there such things as "inferior goods" and "normal goods"? America's economy is set up for the exploitation of the poor and ignorant. That's why America's elite or should I say those who are in control, go to special private schools while the majority of us are stuck in under-funded public schools. America is a place of privilege and heredity. If you don't have privilege or old money, you are going to become a slave to America's economic system.


Now that Bush is trying to eradicate Affirmative Action, Minorities are at the mercy of Academia's and Corporations around the globe. Whites make up 70% of the population and blacks and Latinos collectively make up around 24%. Minorities have no upper hand in the system, no "real" connections. I don't know any CEO's or businessmen. Since I been in Norfolk, I have applied for around 13 jobs and have only

been called in for one interview. Now you wonder why the crime rates, incarceration rates and teen pregnancy rates are so high for minorities. 


I had a resume, was neatly groomed and I have college experience, and still didn't get the job. Not to mention that most of the jobs that I applied for were entry-level positions. I have yet to have a black

manager or supervisor. The only incentive I see in working is to be in an environment where I feel comfortable working and if that means surrounded by my own, than that's what it is. White folks control everything and with equal opportunity they feel that they are yielding too much of their power. If we practiced full employment and gave every child a good education, our country would become much more efficient. There is no pride in a America because there are to many playing fields. The self interest that guides the country is the same self interest that is keeping us apart. It is not all about the unit, but about self.


Don't think that because of my opinions and beliefs that I am a racist or a bigot, actually I am an admirer. Europeans are to thank for a lot of the worlds achievements to date. They took advantage of their large navies and navigated the world. Once that was achieved, the capitalized off of those countries by exporting their natural resources. In time, they created colonies from Africa to Australia. They then moved onto the islands and Americas and set up cotton and sugar plantations. They then went on to create cars, planes, submarines and trains to transport their products and weapons from here to there. Unlike Africa, South America, Central America, Indonesia, India and Australia. Europe was able to manifest her destiny at the world's expense. The U.S. then created Nuclear weapons to protect their interest and capital. I don't feel as if I am a true citizen of the United States unless I accept and support the greed that it was built upon. Some say hey, go back to Africa. But they fail to understand that around 40 years ago, 90% of it was owned by Europe.


There are a few other things that I don't like about the economy. One is the governments involvement in business. Since special interest groups fund a lot of the public officials campaigns, its absurd to think that they don't have influence on some of their policies. Since a majority of minorities are have "nots", they have no voice in the American government. That right there defeats the whole purpose of democracy. Its no wonder why a lot of the corporate corruption is going unnoticed especially when you have ex-CEO's as government officials. Its funny how Americans are so pacified with the basic things in life and ignoring what is unfolding in front of their eyes. 

