

Follow The Ways of The Ant

I. Intro


A. Quick Story about The Ant and Grasshopper (Chinese Proverb)


1. The ant works hard in the withering heat all summer long, building his house and laying up supplies for the winter. The grasshopper thinks the ant's a fool and laughs and dances and plays the summer away. Come winter, the ant is warm and well fed. The grasshopper has no food or shelter so he dies out in the cold.

-----------------------------------Proverbs 66 Verses 1-11-------------------------------------------

II. Ants


A. Background on Ants

1. Ants are social insects and by nature Altruistic, which is an instinctive cooperative behavior that is detrimental to the individual but contributes to the survival of the species.

2. So by nature, ants are unselfish. Their selflessness aids them in the functioning of their ungoverned colony and caste systems.

3. Their social nature and division of labor allows them to work perennially in order to secure food and possessions beyond their natural capabilities. 

4. Consider the ways of the ant........

----------------------------------------------Body-----------------------------------------------------

Today I want to speak on creating successful colonies. In order for a social system to be successful, it must adhere to certain institutional doctrines. The five doctrines that many of you are aware of are education, economics, religious, social and governmental. Today I am going to speak on just two, which our education and economics.

III. Education








- Martin Luther King in a speech to a Morehhouse audience in 1948 entitled "Purpose of Education", King outlined the goals and purpose of this thing we called Education

-He says that it has two intended purposes  "one is utility and the other is culture." He says that education must enable a man to become more efficient, to achieve with increasing facility the legitimate goals in life. He then says that education must train one for quick and resolute thinking and its goals are to strengthen a child's intelligence and character.

A. Problems with the Education System


1.White Supremacy

- Dr. Frances Crest Welsinsg a black behaviioral scientist and practicing psychiatrist definition of Racisim/White Supremacy and says that is "the local and global power system and dynamic, structured and maintained by persons who classify themselves as white, whether consciously or subconsciously determined, which consists of patterns of perception, logic, symbol formation, thought, speech, action and emotional response, as conducted simultaneously in all areas of people activity (economics, education, entertainment, labor, law, politics, religion, and war), for the ultimate purpose of white genetic survival and to prevent white genetic annihilation on planet Earth.

- I want to outline a few of the problems iin today's education system and give solutions in which we as black people can use to combat white supremacy in 2003 and reform our social systems. Because the system today is much more complicated and clandestine. 




+ As Muhammad Ali says "You can't hit what the eye can't see"



2. The Administering of Discipline & Education 

- If you've been to the High School lately,, you would see that it looks more like a jail than a school. They have cameras, fences, metal detectors, police, random drug searches, i.d.'s, hall restriction and all type of other means of control. Is all of this necessary in a institution of education.

-The external discipline that is apart of tthe public schools formal regiment opposes free activity and individual expression. The administrators use intimidation, coercion and inferiorization to maintain control.

-Segregated classrooms divide whites from bblacks and the smart kids from the others. Blacks are twice as likely to denied college prep courses and 2 and a half times as likely to be placed in remedial classes. This creates an environment of Anti-Intellectualism. An environment where the kids are scared to achieve for fear of resentment or backlash from friends. It also creates an environment of underachievement and aggressiveness due to a lack or articulation and communication.

- I had a white teacher tell my whole classs one time that none of us were going to college right dead to our faces. The school had me in special ed classes and tried to get me on ritalin, and tried to hold me back a grade for absolutely nothing. 

-They fail to teach concepts, theories and  ideas but instead force you to regurgitate people, places and dates.

-They fail to create competent black graduaates and the biggest reason is that it does absolutely nothing to solve any of their problems. Kids are graduating with poor communication and oratorical skills. Schools are creating workers for Wendy's and Wal Mart instead of Lawyers and Doctors.

           +If anything it subjugates the student more than it educates him.


3. Lack of Black teachers

- A 1998 report from the National Center for Education Statistics says, "42 percent of all public schools in the United States have no minority teachers" while "Minority students make up 33 percent of enrollment in U.S. public schools." Then the article goes on to say that "By the early 21st century, the percentage of minority teachers is expected to shrink to an all-time low of 5 percent, while 41 percent of American students will be minorities." Black students should be educated by black teachers point blank. Only black teachers can empathize with our kids and understand their condition.

- If you've been reading the paper over thee past few weeks you would have noticed the article highlighting the Areas increasing teacher turnover rate. The schools are doing a horrible job at retaining teachers, especially teachers of color especially those teaching liberal arts courses and young, liberal minded teachers. Its something that we need to address


-We must have an alternative. The white folks got their Aylett’s, Their St. Margaret’s, what alternatives to we have. They see the system failing their kids, do you see it failing yours. 

- The kids acquisition of knowledge is generally taken from a book, a book of which the Black experience begins in bondage. I find that very odd when the first Man found was an African but yet hundreds and thousands of years are erased and my history begins in 1619.

-I remember in 7th grade our teacher decided that she wanted to be creative with her lesson so she decided to split the black and white kids up. She gave the black kids a cotton stalk and made us pick it and let the white kids sit on the other side of the room and parade and do nothing. 


3.1 Solution


-Parents, Grandparents and guardians of our children I plead for you to be more pro-active when it comes to the education of your children. In reality, its only so much a teacher can due. Most see over 80 odd kids a day for a year, the responsibility lies with you. They can only do to us what we let them do to us.

- So parents try to go over your kids homework and learn to communicate with your kid. That is very important. Its something that I didn't learn to do and it hurt me in the end. Ya'll know the ropes and have twice seen what your kids have been through, so try to establish a real relationship so that you can be more influential. 

- We must teach our kids to think critically and for themselves. We must avoid conforming at all cost.  We must aspire for greatness instead of success. We must raise the expectations of our kids.

- We must not continue to let the State, Federal and Local government officials dictate what our kids should and shouldn't be learning without our input. 

- We must do research, go to PTA meetings rather your kid is in school or not, do forums and try to learn what’s going on. If we don't like the situation it is our obligation to change it. 

- Encourage your kids to read. Purchase books written by black authors . Educate your kids on Africa and historical black figures.

- One of our biggest problems is our lack off identity. We must teach black love, self respect, self worth because the schools don't specialize in that arena. Pat your kids on the back. Their peers sometimes are the only ones encouraging your kids or teachers. 


3.2. Church/ Community Problems and Solutions

- Our economic plight directly correlates with our failure to secure proper education and industrial training. Economics and Education our two reasons why teenage pregnancy is high, non-violent offenders are being locked up at astronomical rates and people are working hard and losing track of their responsibilities.

+Welfare and jails have become our social net instead of Education and Economics.

-If u want the stats I got them. The Bureau of Justice says that 68% of their 2 million prisoners hadn't received a high school diploma. In 2001 nearly 4,000 of every 100,000 black men in the US was in jail. That black kids were 9 times as likely to have a parent in jail then white kids. That 49% of black parents in state prison had kids and that 64% of women reported living with their kids before they were locked up. Black males make up 61% of Virginia's jail population but only 9% of its total population. 

- Its not just Richmond that's bad anymore.. If you open your eyes up, you see the same stuff happening right here in Essex County.





- But the problem is that its our family members sitting in jail, our family members getting killed in Iraq because of a lack of opportunity, our nieces and nephews failing in school, and our uncles and aunts unemployed. King and Queen is our problem. Booker T. Washington said that slavery took the burden of responsibility from us and its beginning to show with our lack of irresponsibility. Black People are seeking self reliance and the means in which the are taking are counter productive to the black community.

- One reason why is because the church and the community have failed to provide solutions for the problem and are almost non existent when it comes to Liberal education. It’s sad because a lot of people that work with the school go to church. We have the resources rather human or monetary, the accommodations and the heart to provide the help.  Today I am pleading you to work together with me and the community leaders to seek them.

- Its sad because the church use to be the center of the black community but today is only peripheral The church use to be the school, it use to be the political arena, it use to be a shelter, now its just a church. A place to come for religious instruction, a distinct entity from the people. A church shouldn't be a comfort zone or social club especially with the state of Black Affairs. Secularism is choking America and before long at this pace organized religion will cease to exist in America. Its sad but true.

- Mrs. Shirley and her scholarship fund did a good thing by giving each college freshman a $500 scholarship who applied but its not enough.

V. Economics


1. Lack of Black Business/Support

- Economics is an important aspect to the success and failure to any community or nation. As our social systems become more complicated, market more competitive and our ascent from an agrarian lifestyle, money is becoming more and more important. Economics is a Latin term that means "habitat" "to manage".

- Economics facilitates the distribution, production and consumption of goods and services. We stand in the equation as either households or businesses. Households sell their labor to producers and in turn are paid wages in which they use to buy goods.

- The main objective of the system is maintain efficiency and to produce excess goods in which can be sold to make a profit. So then we have producers and consumers. But it is at this junction that we fail. Blacks in America in 2000 had a purchasing power of 543 billion dollars which would make us the 5th richest nation on the face of the planet. But we have failed to create businesses and have become the households in which sell their labor and in turn purchase the products in which they produce. 

- Blacks in Essex County as of the 2000 Census make up 4,000 of the 10,000 residents of Essex County. But only happened to own 16 small businesses and employ 53 people in 97. So for every one person that works for a small business employed by an African American there are 43 employed elsewhere and that is excluding the 40% who are 18 years old and younger and those who are 65 years and older. 

- In 1997 there were 12 minority owned firms had  3.5 times as many sales as  black owned businesses. They were also able to pay out 70,000 more dollars in wages. Those minorities only made up 1.2% of Essex Counties population. Why are we not catering to our businesses and why aren't our businesses supporting the economic needs of its community.


1.1 Solutions







- Its important that those who have useful  skills take full advantage of it. If you specialize in a certain trade, create your opportunities instead of leasing your labor to somebody else. 

- Many people fear starting businesses because they feel that it is to complicated or that they don't have the money. There are several different avenues you can take and there is lots of information and resources that you can take advantage of.

- Many people in the church own businesses  and I bet they would love to help anyone of you get started. I went to a seminar in Warsaw a few months ago hosted by the RRSBDC, Rapphannock Region Small Business Development Center on the steps you need to take to start a small business. His doors our open to anyone who is interested and its free to anyone in the Northern Neck Community.


2. Unemployment

- Everyone should have the opportunity to work, earn income and be self sufficient. If there aren't enough jobs, it is up to you to create them.

- In 1948 when blacks were witnessing de facto segregation, the unemployment raters for teens 14-19 were 7.6%, 1965 during the so called progressive Civil Rights era it was 22.6, here in 2004 where blacks have come so far and gained equality its 37% with a 34% participation rate in the job market. This is the absolute truth, I have the references and after church you are welcome to get them.

- Black Adults unemployment rates are double that of whites and its strange because we only have 16 million people in the work force compared to there 120 million. Black Men are bearing the brunt of unemployment because they have the highest rates in the country, 3 percentage points more than black females. 

- The job market is becoming competitive and unskilled job skills our becoming obsolete. A high school diploma or a college diploma doesn't qualify you for jobs anymore. 


2.1 Solution

- We must take initiative and stop settling. We must live to our true potential and fulfill our inherent purpose.

- We need black intellectual think tanks and more importantly community support. We need Rural networks. The most common way Americans get jobs is through word of mouth.

- We must also provide information for internships, co-ops or apprenticeships for our young people. We need to expose them to different Careers and let them know the world is bigger than Essex. If they have a legitimate interest in a certain field or profession, support them and give them as much information and help as they need.

-----------------------------------------------------Body------------------------------------------------

V. Conclusion

    A. Failure to Communicate/Leadership


1. Proverbs 29 verse 18

- Where there is no vision, The people will Perish.  We must not leave our problems in the hands of government officials. They are only outsiders looking in and to them our problems only provide them something to occupy them for 8 hours or a means for mobility. We must take responsibility for ourselves and our own people. 

- Our community leaders must start to reach out to people. A lot of young people are searching for answers and you must not continue to alienate the young folks.


2. Follow the ways of the Ant.

- Like the Ant we must learn to be efficient. We must save and invest, and educate our kids to save and invest.

- We must also labor like the ant. 

- We should never stand stagnant rather it  be as an individual or as a community. We must avoid self indulgence at all costs. 

- We must learn to do for ourselves like ants in a colony. That means that we will have to educate ourselves rather its through vocation, school or on the job. 

- And like ants we must expand and consolidate our colonies rather it be religiously, educationally or however.

- And last, like the Ant we must materialize our talents and develop them so that they can be of use to the entire community. 

- We must understand that we are all not alike and that each of us were given certain strengths and weaknesses. Its imperative that we understand that we have an obligation not to ourselves, but to each others.

- We must love one another and accept one another. The only way that we can combat White Supremacy and our own failures rather its economically or educationally is through love and respect. We must form Super organism and live under one identity. We must unite like the ant and stand as one  fight our common enemies together


4. The Celebration of Life And Learning Plug.

- We must begin to lay down a foundation off self respect and self worth. It is our duty to teach our kids that academic achievement is our highest priority.

- Education is the only hope for the survival of black people as we know it in America and we must learn that it is our only hope for true freedom and independence. 

- Black Children our most important possession and our greatest potential resource. In order to secure a future for our people, we must develop our children because they are our nexus to generations. 

- Today I am proposing an annual program that will cater to those concerns. The Program is entitled "A celebration of Life an Learning" and its purpose is to acknowledge those who have moved on to higher learning and those kids who are doing well in the Public School Systems. 

- We will also award those African Americans who have displayed excellence in Athletics and Community service in order to instill within them a deep sense of community support and confidence. It will highlight the lives of Essex County graduates who have recently passed away, especially the life of Teddy Rich who had inspired the program.

- The program needs funding. I want to be able to give out 3 scholarships, certificates, and some money for a trust fund for his daughter. I have planned several events leading up to the program and I'm trying to get area churches and businesses involved. I'm asking each church and business to pledge $ 100.00 and any patrons who are will to contribute. We would also be open to any donations of school supplies, linens, or things that you can place in a care package.

