A Dream Lost

By Ronnie Sidney


"I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American Dream." That dream was dreamt by Martin Luther King Jr. more than 40 years ago. Martin Luther King Jr. had a dream of racial equality and social justice. He and other civil rights

activists died for all of us to have equal opportunity. But now their sacrifices are being taken for granted. Today Black America is being lost to crime and poor family values because we have lost our desire for that same American Dream. Our lost desire in the American Dream has more black males going to prison than to college and that 46% of

inner city men from the ages 16-62 are unemployed. This is 2001 and there are no doors closed to us except the ones we close ourselves. As young  people we have so many opportunity's that our fathers before us didn't have. just need to have faith in your dreams and not let circumstance nor hardship get in your way. Some of us along the path have lost touch with that dream. Today I want to encourage you to get a grasp of it. I thought this was America, the land of the free and of the American Dream.


Well, some of us are no longer free, but incarcerated. Instead of chasing the American dream, we are destroying it. Crime and drugs have infested many of our urban and suburban neighborhoods and turned them into slums. Statistics say that 1 out of 4 black males from the ages 20-29 are in jail, on probation or on parole. They also say that blacks make up 12% of the population but commit more than half of the rapes and robberies and 60% of the murders.


Last Friday in my US Government class, I came across this article on the front page of the Richmond Times Dispatch which read "Hail of gunfire, kills child". On the top of the headline were 4 pictures, 1 of a baby girl and the others were of damage done to her apartment. The title and pictures startled me and I was eager to read the article. The pictures were of 23 month old Kayla Monique Brown. Last Wednesday night around 11:00 p.m., precious Kayla was lying sleep on a couch downstairs in her North Richmond Duplex. 47 year old Melvin Brinkley was babysitting her on that peaceful night, when 3 men firing assault rifles stormed through the door. Seconds later, 1 of the 40 bullets fired from a M-16, shattered Kalyas fragile little body, killing her instantly. Her babysitter was also shot, but he survived. Neither Kayla or her babysitter were the intended victim of the "Drug related robbery attempt". Police have 3 suspects in custody, each under 21, and are

charged with murder and 1 count of aggravated assault. Neighbors had complained to cops about the frequent gunfire and drugs around the complex and some say that it was a hot spot for drugs. This article really touched me because I love children and it helped me realize how valuable a child's life is. The people who murdered Kayla did not appreciate their own lives, but that gave them no right to take the life of an innocent child. They never gave her a chance to dream or become that next singer or teacher. A neighbor whose name wasn't released, best summarizes the short life of  Kayla when she said

"She was a real sweet girl, but there's not much  history about a two year old."

Throughout the years our family values have been called into question. Poverty, teen pregnancy, and single parenting are some of the many problems that affect our communities. A recent Cornell University study say's that 65% of African American children are raised in schools with high poverty rates. A statistic that is more troubling is that 70% of men who are in prison grew up with no father at home and are 3 times more likely to be involved in crimes. Statistics show that poverty and single parenting have no benefits for the children. It's time for parents to become more responsible and provide a comfortable living environment for their children.


Ya'll don't want me to preach up in here. I believe that the reason why we lost touch with our dreams is because we have lost touch with God. Take a minute and look around you and count the number of 18-28 year old's present. That is a span of 10 years, that we don't have represented in this church and many churches around us. Then ask

yourself why your child, your brother or sisters, nieces or nephews aren't here. Our family members and friends aren't here because the pleasures that we preach about are embraced and excepted by the world as normal behavior. They say its ok do smoke weed, you can't get cancer, its ok to have sex without a condom, you won't get pregnant and then say its ok to have an abortion, you didn't mean to get pregnant. Many of you adults have kids and condone your teenagers reckless behavior. Well parents, the decisions your child makes as a teenager have adult repercussions. Laws are being passed now that are charging teens who commit crimes as adults and giving them stiff penalty's. Everyone sins and falls short of the glory, but that does not give you the right to live your hole life in sin. Many of us have not put our faith in the lord but in man. The reason we have temptations is because they test our faith and many of us fall to the simplest temptation. Matthews 4 verses 1 through 11 talks of how Jesus was tempted by the devil. After fasting for 40 days and 40 nights, Jesus became hungry and the devil began to test him. The devil said that "If you are the son of God, turn stones into bread." Jesus answered unto him and said that "Man does not live off of bread alone but every word that comes out of the mouth of the God." The devil tested Jesus again by taking him to the holy city and making him stand at the pinnacle of the temple. The devil said "If you are the son of God, Cast yourself down", "It is written that God shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash foot against a stone". Jesus said that " Thou shalt not tempt the lord thy God" The devil did not give up, he came back a third time, the devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. And the devil said that "All these things I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me." Jesus said unto him "Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve." The devil then left him, and the angels attended to him. 2nd Chronicles verse 7 begins with,  "Be ye strong therefore, and let your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded." For those of you who think that sometimes the world is to much just look up that verse and know that one day your reward will come. Temptations are a part of life and something that we all have to overcome. But as Christians we should not sway to every little breeze life gives us but we should build our faith on the rock, our savior and lord Jesus Christ.


In conclusion, Martin Luther King stated in his "I have a dream speech": "This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back south with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood." That faith helped Martin Luther King change Americas  history and civil rights for African Americans. I hope that same faith will help us become a better  nation and better people. I also believe that in order for us to  develop that dream, we must first have a common vision. Our visions should be one of family and community and of a better today but a brighter tomorrow.  Also a vision where poverty and crime are no longer the excuse for lost dreams. And last, our vision should contain God, because through Christ Jesus all things are possible.

