Rijeka Rajna bila je posljednja velika prepreka pred zapadnim saveznicima koju je trebalo svladati za prodor u samo srce  Reicha!  Vrhunskom ironijom sudbine,  upravo najopreznijem od svih njihovih generala, pala je na um zamisao kako ju svladati. Zamisao maštovita, kompleksna, koja je predvidjela brze prodore oklopnih snaga duboko u neprijateljsku pozadinu. Upravo sve ono tako netipično za njega. Teško se oteti dojmu da je presudan razlog ovakvom strateškom promišljanju ležao u činjenici da bi izvedbom ove zamisli on ponovo privukao na se svjetla reflektora, a  mrskog bi konkurenta  Pattona privremeno otjerao u zapećak, prepustivši mu jedino defanzivnu ulogu. Ionako je predugo njegova XXI grupa armija ostala u sjeni sjajnih uspjeha 3. američke armije u Francuskoj. Prelazak preko Rajne, to bi već bilo nešto što bi povratilo ravnotežu slave.   Tako se osobna taština pretvorila u krucijalni razlog zašto se Montgomery odlučio na operaciju „Market Garden“. Plan je bio slijedeći: ogromnim zračnim desantom osvojiti 5 mostova uključivši i onaj najvažniji -  na Rajni kod Arnhema, otvoriti put za munjeviti prodor oklopnih jedinica u industrijski  centar Njemačke – Ruhr, okrenuti prema Berlinu i pobjedonosno okončati sukob još te, 1944. godine. 
No u svoj toj računici, pokazalo se da se i oprezni Monty – preračunao, otišavši jedan most predaleko. Činjenica na koju su mu mnogi od njegovih pobočnika pokušali skrenuti pažnju još u pripremnoj fazi, no u euforičnoj atmosferi koja je  zavladala oko operacije kojom je rat trebao biti okončan, disonantni su tonovi listom bili ignorirani. No, pokazalo se da je silno podcijenjena sposobnost Nijemaca da se reorganiziraju od teških  udaraca koji su im zadani u Francuskoj. Arnhemski most ostati će cijelo vrijeme bitke u njemačkim rukama a nakon 4 dana teških borbi sa britanskom 1. zračnodesantnom divizijom biti će potpuno otvoren za dopremanje njemačkih snaga dalje na jug kako bi zaustavili i kopnenu komponentu operacije: XXX. oklopni korpus. Od 9000 padobranaca koji su se borili na arnhemskom mostu i u samoj okolici grada, gotovo 7000 ih je ubijeno, ranjeno i zarobljeno. Uvijek visoku cijenu slave i prestiža oni su gotovo sami  namirili u cijelosti. Nakon desetodnevne bitke, započete 17 rujna 1944. godine, nizozemski je princ Bernhard samo će rezignirano izjaviti za čovjeka kojemu se sve do nedavno iskreno divio, kako njegova zemlja više „ne bi bila u stanju platiti cijenu još jednog Montgomeryevog uspjeha.“ Iluzija o dovršetku rata još te godine raspršila se u tutnjavi tenkovskih cijevi.  I samom će Eisenhoweru žestina borbi u Nizozemskoj zorno pokazati kako „predstoje još mnogi teški okršaji“. No, čak ni on nije slutio da bi se protivnik mogao toliko oporaviti da bude spreman pokrenuti  ofenzivnu operaciju. Očekivalo se da će se njemačke snage utvrditi iza Rajne s namjerom da što skuplje prodaju svaki pedalj tla.  
Znalo se da Wehrmacht, makar na papiru još uvijek ima 6 milijuna ljudi pod oružjem. Činjenica je to koja je svakog mogla natjerati da se zamisli što će se dogoditi kada jednom borbe otpočnu na matičnome tlu. Doduše, stari kraljevski grad Aachen pao je Amerikancima u ruke, ali on se ionako nalazio s „krive“ strane rijeke. I njemački su zapovjednici bili suglasni sa mišlju da treba čekati, braniti se, i po mogućnosti zaustaviti neprijatelja na Rajni. Tinjala je nada da bi upornim i žestokim otporom možda ipak mogli postići nekakav kompromisni mir. Ako su se vojni zapovjednici i zanosili iluzijama, jedan čovjek ih je zasigurno bio lišen.. Kompromisni mir? Tko bi bio voljan s njime sklopiti mir? Baš kao što ni on nije bio voljan abdicirati. Spremao se posegnuti za posljednjim adutom, kojim je još jednom stavio sve na kocku. 
Friedrich II Veliki  je kod Rossbacha i Leutena, kada se konačni poraz činio već sasvim izglednim, nadvladao brojčano daleko nadmoćnije protivnike i ostvario konačnu pobjedu. Brzi i odlučni napadi na razdvojene protivnike pokazali su se odlučujućima. Adolfu se Hitleru  vlastita situacija morala činiti gotovo identičnom. Neprijatelji sa svih strana, „tisućljetni“  Reich samo što nije skršen, ali jedna pobjeda, uvjerljiva, snažna, možda bi  sve to u hipu mogla izmijeniti. Eto mu prilike da postane drugi Friedrich Veliki. Samo još treba izvojevati svoj Rossbach i  Leuten. Nenadani uspjeh u bici kod Arnhema dao je snažan impuls toj ideji i nedvosmisleno odredio  na kojeg se od dva moćna protivnika prvo ustremiti. Tih je dana ionako postalo jasno da je munjevito savezničko napredovanje kroz Francusku i Belgiju dosegnulo svoj momentum i da im je potrebno vrijeme kako bi se regrupirali i omogućili opskrbnim kolonama da uhvate korak sa trupama iz prve linije. Čekati i braniti se? Nikako! To nije odgovaralo njegovu karkateru. Treba pokušati ponovno preuzeti inicijativu u vlastite ruke. Tako se polovicom mjeseca rujna 1944 počela rađati zamisao o velikoj ofenzivi na zapadnome frontu. 

Na jednom od dnevnih pregleda situacije general pukovnik Alfred Jodl spomenuo je kako na području Ardena vlada mirno stanje. Tamo je položaje držalo 6 američkih divizija: tri nove, u borbama još neoprobane, druge  tri  sasvim iscrpljene.  Baš kao što se kod Arnhema slučajno našao drugi SS oklopni korpus jer je to bilo mirno mjesto gdje se ama baš ništa nije događalo, savršeno za popunu i odmor trupa,  iz istog su razloga ove divizije poslane u ardenski sektor. No, sam pomen riječi „Ardeni“ poput strujnog je udara djelovao na Hitlera. Mjesto njegova najvećeg vojnog trijumfa, može li još jednom to ponoviti? Trenutačno je zaustavio izlaganje, šutio zamišljeno par minuta da bi onda obznanio:“Donio sam velebnu odluku. Krećemo u ofenzivu. Upravo ovdje iz Ardena. Preko Meuse prema Antwerpenu“.

U proljeće 1940 bujica je njemačkih oklopnih snaga  „Otkosom srpom“ preplavila zemlje Beneluxa, porazila Francusku, a britanski ekspedicioni korpus protjerala s kontinenta. Ne s malo prava Hitler si je svojatao zasluge za taj potez. On je odbacio staru, jedva iole modificiranu verziju Schlieffenova plana koju mu je podnio generalštab i noćima bavio mišlju da težište napada prebaci sa sjevernog na južno krilo i da pravi udar izvrši u pozadinu anglo-francuskih snaga. Negdje duboko u sebi slutio je da bi Sedan mogao biti pravo mjesto za takav prodor. Onda su do njega doprle vijesti o Mansteinovu planu koji je vrhovna komanda odbacila kao prerizičan. Trezveni profesionalac Erich von Manstein, bio je“razočaran što naša generacija ne može smisliti nešto bolje do li samo modificirati stari Schlieffenov plan“. Zato je, neovisno o Hitleru, osmislio plan „Sichelschnitt“ kojim je ni ne znajući dao diktatorovim zamislima prijeko potrebnu stručnu razradu, uključivši i čitav niz poboljšanja. Za presudni dio operacije, prodor kroz „neprolazne“ Ardene prema Sedanu bio je zadužen tvorac „igračke“  kojom je pregažen kontinent – otac  munjevitog rata, general-pukovnik Heinz Guderian. Hitler nije dvojio puno:  poručio je gospodi iz Generalštaba kako bi“trebali više čitati Karla Maya“, odlučio se kockati i pogodio!

 
No od tada se situacija dramatično izmjenila. Njemačke armije su  Gotovo nitko od ključnih učesnika prve ofenzive neće bit uključen u ovu: Guderian je bio zadužen za cijelu istočnu frontu, Manstein umirovljen sa mjesta zapovjednika grupe armija Južna ukrajina, Rommel tada zapovjednik  „sablasne“ 7. oklopne divizije, morao je izvršiti samoubojstvo, no to i nije moralo biti presudno jer njemačka vojsci nikad nije nedostajalo kvalitetnih časnika. General potpukovnik barun Hasso Von Manteuffel (nekadašnji olimpijski šampion u petoboju, kao zapovjednik 5. oklopne armije pokazati će se pravim izbor jer će njegova armija i doprijeti najdalje – umalo se dokopavši prvog cilja operacije – rijeke Meuse.  Ali svi drugi činioci jesu bili ozbiljni! Njemački „Wehrmacht“, na ulasku u zadnju godinu rata bio je prenapregnut do granica pucanja: nedostajalo je svega od opreme, goriva , do ljudstva. Samo od D-dana izgubljeno je preko 1.200.000 ljudi, polovica od toga na zapadnom frontu. Očajnom Guderianu bilo je jasno da ofenzivna operacija na zapadu automatski znači manje ljudi njegovu sektoru neprekidno je protestirao i objašnjavao kako je istočna fronta samo „Kula od karata“ no diktator se samo obrecnuo na njega:“Nije potrebno da me vi učite. Već 5 godina zapovijedam njemačkom vojskom u ratu i za to sam vrijeme stekao više praktičnog iskustva nego što će ga bilo koji gospodin iz Generalštaba ikada steći. Proučio sam Clausewitza i Moltkea i pročitao sve Schlieffenove spise. Bolje sam upućen u sve to nego vi!“ 

Čak i bez tih problema, i nadalje ostaje ona ključna, naizgled nepremostiva prijetnja - ona iz zraka. Predobro su naučili – još od El Alameina pa do plaža Normadije kako je efikasno savezničko zrakoplovstvo blokiralo koncentracije i pokrete trupa.  Kad bi jedinice i stigle na početne položaje  gubici su bili neprihvatljivo teški. Jasno je bilo da Luftwaffe, iznuren i slomljen borbama na svim frontovima ne može pružiti dostatnu garanciju uspjeha operaciji raširivši zračni kišobran nad kopnenim jedinicama. Za to već odavno nije imao snage, mada će u operaciji „Straža na Rajni“ (kodno ime operacije u Ardenima) odigrati ne sasvim nevažnu ulogu, nešto poput labuđeg pjeva.  Tamo gdje zračne snage nisu bile dostatne u igru je upleteno i vrijeme. Bez obzira što je Guderiana oprao svojim poznavanjem radova feldmaršala Von Moltkea starijeg, dotični je ratnik, filozof, pisac i putnik ostavio i sljedeći postulat:“Strategija se ne može bazirati na vremenu, ali može na godišnjem dobu“. „Najveći vojskovođa svih vremena“ kako ga je pompozno krstio servilni Keitel u trenutku trijumfa nad Francuzima, mislio je kako zna bolje, jer će  sve učiniti upravo suprotno.  Temeljna postavka da bi se pothvat u Ardenima  uopće pokrenuo bile su upravo  vremenske prilike  - magla i mraz, naoblaka – što bi trebalo prizemljiti protivničku avijaciju i omogućiti trima njemačkim armijama (250.000 ljudi, 1790 tenkova i 1900 topova) prodor prema rijeci Meusi, a nakon njena prelaska i prema Antwerpenu, glavnom cilju operacije. Predviđalo se uništenje oko 30 savezničkih divizija što bi primoralo zapadne saveznike na sklapanje separatnog mirovnog sporazuma, a Nijemcima omogučilo da sve snage prebace na istočnu frontu – koja sada već i nije bila tako daleko – na granicama Poljske i Prusije. Iako su oba feldmaršala Rundstedt i Model izložili najdublju rezerviranost po pitanju izvedivosti „Straže na Rajni“ sa datim snagama i u datim okolnostima, pri čemu su izložili i svoje kontra planove – operaciju „Martin“ i „Jesenja Magla“ – Model pri tome i dovoljno lukavo da se prvo realiziraju manji neposredni koraci koji bi onda vodili globalnom cilju Antwerpenu, Führer se nije dao odgovoriti. Da bi imao svoj Rossbach i Leuten „Straža na Rajni“ je morala dosegnuti najveći cilj, primjedbe o nedostatnosti snaga nisu ga zanimale jer  „…još nikada nisam ni od koga čuo da je sve potpuno spremno…Nikada niste potpuno spremni. To je bar jasno.“ U hladnoj i tihoj noći 15.12.1944., dok je na „sablasnoj fronti“ još uvijek vladao prividan mir 3 su njemačke armije bile na položajima – 6.SS oklopna, na sjevernom krilu, 5. Oklopna (Manteuffelova) u centru i 7. Armija u strogo defanzivnoj ulozi štititi bok prodora napadačkih armija od protunapada koje bi mogla izvesti Pattonova 3. Armija.   
Kocka koja je trebala odlučiti sudbinu Njemačke zakotrljati će se idućeg dana u 05.30h. 
For the 1965 film, see Battle of the Bulge (film).
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American soldiers of the 75th Division photographed in the Ardennes during the Battle of the Bulge.


	Date

16 December 1944 – 25 January 1945
Location

The Ardennes, Belgium, Luxembourg, and Germany
Result

Allied victory
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Gerd von Rundstedt


Hasso von Manteuffel


Sepp Dietrich

	Strength


	830,000 men,
424 medium tanks and tank destroyers,
394 artillery guns

	500,000 men,
500 medium tanks,
1,900 artillery guns and Nebelwerfers

	Casualties and losses


	American: 84,323
(19,276 killed,
41,493 wounded,
23,554 captured or missing)[1]
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British: 1600
(200 killed,
1,400 wounded or missing)

	84,834 casualties
(15,652 killed,
41,600 wounded,
27,582 captured or missing)
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The Ardennes Offensive (16 December 1944 – 25 January 1945) was a major German offensive on the Western Front and was launched towards the end of World War II. It was also Adolf Hitler's last offensive in the war. This offensive was called Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein (Operation The Guard on the Rhine) by the German armed forces (Wehrmacht). It was officially named the Battle of the Ardennes by the U.S. Army, but it is known to the general public simply as the Battle of the Bulge. The “bulge” was the initial incursion the Germans put into the Allies’ line of advance, as seen in maps presented in contemporary newspapers.[3]
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The offensive was launched in the Ardennes. The German offensive was supported by subordinate operations known as Unternehmen Bodenplatte, Unternehmen Greif, and Unternehmen Währung. Germany’s planned goal for these operations was to split the British and American Allied line in half, capturing Antwerp, Belgium, and then proceeding to encircle and destroy four Allied armies, forcing the Western Allies to negotiate a peace treaty in the Axis Powers’ favor.[citation needed]
The Germans planned the offensive with utmost secrecy, minimizing radio traffic and conducting the movement of troops and equipment under cover of darkness. Although ULTRA, the Allies’ reading of secret German radio messages, suggested a possible German offensive, and the United States Third Army predicted a major German offensive, the attack still achieved surprise. The degree of surprise achieved was compounded by the Allies’ overconfidence, their preoccupation with their own offensive plans, poor aerial reconnaissance, and the relative lack of combat contact in the area by the U.S. 1st Army. Almost complete surprise against a weak section of the Allies’ line was achieved during heavy overcast weather, when the Allies’ strong air forces would be grounded.

For the U.S. Army, the battle incorporated more troops and engaged more enemy troops than any conflict before that time. The German objectives ultimately were unrealized. In the wake of the defeat, many experienced German units were left severely depleted of men and equipment, as German survivors retreated to the defenses of the Siegfried Line. The Battle of the Bulge was the bloodiest of the battles that U.S. forces experienced in World War II; the 19,000 American dead were unsurpassed by those of any other engagement[2]
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[edit] Background
After the breakout from Normandy at the end of August 1944, coupled with landings in southern France, the Allies advanced towards Germany faster than anticipated.[5] The rapid advance, coupled with an initial lack of deep water ports, presented the Allies with enormous supply problems. Over-the-beach supply operations using the Normandy landing areas and direct landing LSTs on the beaches exceeded planning expectations, but the only deep water port in Allied hands was at Cherbourg near the original invasion beaches. Although the port of Antwerp, Belgium was captured fully intact in the first days of September, it could not be made operational until November 28 when the estuary of the River Scheldt, which gives access to the port, had been cleared from German control. This delay had been caused by the priority given to Operation Market Garden, which had mobilized the resources needed for expelling the German forces from the riverbanks of the Scheldt. German forces remained in control of several major ports on the English Channel coast until May 1945; those ports that did fall to the Allies in 1944 were sabotaged to deny their immediate use by the Allies. The extensive destruction of the French railroad system prior to D-Day, intended to deny movement to the Germans, proved equally damaging to the Allies as it took time to repair the system of tracks and bridges. A trucking system known as the “Red Ball Express” was instituted to bring supplies to front line troops; however, five times as much fuel as reached the front line near the Belgian border had to be expended delivering it. By early October, the Allies had to suspend major offensives in order to build up their supplies.

Generals Omar N. Bradley, George S. Patton,and Bernard Montgomery, each pressed for priority delivery of supplies to their own respective armies, in order to continue advancing and keeping pressure on the Germans. General Dwight D. Eisenhower, however, preferred a broad-front strategy—though with priority for Montgomery’s northern forces, since their short-term goal included opening the urgently-needed port of Antwerp, and their long-term goal was the capture of the Ruhr area, the industrial heart of Germany. With the Allies paused, Gerd von Rundstedt was able to reorganize the disrupted German armies into a semi-coherent defense.

Field Marshal Montgomery’s Operation Market Garden, a September offensive designed to cross the Rhine and bypass the Siegfried Line, was unsuccessful and left the Allies worse off than before. In October, the Canadian 1st Army fought the Battle of the Scheldt, clearing the Westerschelde by taking Walcheren and opening the ports of Antwerp to shipping. By the end of the month, the supply situation was easing. The Allied seizure of the large port of Marseille in the south greatly helped as well.

Despite a lull along the front after the Scheldt battles, the German situation remained dire. While operations continued in the autumn, notably the Lorraine Campaign, the Battle of Aachen, and the fighting in the Hürtgen Forest, the strategic situation in the west changed little.

On the Eastern Front, the Soviets' Operation Bagration destroyed much of Germany's Army Group Center (Heeresgruppe Mitte) during the summer. The progress of this operation was so fast that the offensive ended only when the advancing Red Army forces outran their supply lines. By November, it was clear Soviet forces were preparing for a winter offensive.

Meanwhile, the Allied air offensive of early 1944 had effectively grounded the German Air Force (Luftwaffe), leaving it with little battlefield intelligence and no way to interdict Allied supplies. The converse was equally damaging: daytime movement of German forces was almost instantly noticed, and interdiction of supplies combined with the bombing of the Romanian oil fields starved Germany of oil and gasoline.

The advantage for the German forces by November 1944 was that they were no longer defending all of western Europe. The front lines in the west were considerably shorter and closer to the German heartland, dramatically improving their supply problems despite Allied control of the air. Additionally, their extensive telephone and telegraph network meant that radios no longer had to be used for communications, which deprived the Allies of one of their most powerful weapons, ULTRA intercepts.

[edit] Drafting the offensive
German dictator Adolf Hitler felt that his armies still might be able to defend Germany successfully in the long term, if only they could somehow neutralize the Western Front in the short term. Further, Hitler believed that he could split the Allies and persuade the Americans and British to sue for a separate peace, independent of the Soviet Union. Success in the West would give the Germans time to design and produce more advanced weapons (such as jet aircraft, new U-boat designs, and super-heavy tanks) and permit the concentration of forces in the East. This assessment is generally regarded as unrealistic, given Allied air superiority throughout Europe and the ability to intervene significantly in German offensive operations.

Several senior German military advisors expressed their concern that favorable weather would permit Allied air power to effectively stop any offensive action. Hitler ignored or dismissed this, though the offensive was intentionally scheduled for late autumn, when northwestern Europe is often covered by heavy fog and low-lying cloud, to minimize the Allied air advantage.







The 82nd Airborne Division dropping on Grave, during Operation Market Garden.

When the Allied offensive in the Netherlands (Operation Market Garden) wound down in September 1944, at about the same time as the Soviet Operation Bagration, the strategic initiative briefly swung to the Germans.[citation needed] Given the reduced manpower of German land forces at the time, it was believed that the best way to take advantage of the initiative would be to attack in the West, against the smaller Allied forces, rather than against the vast Soviet forces. Even the unrealistic encirclement and destruction of entire Soviet armies would still have left the Soviets with a large numerical superiority

In the West, supply problems were beginning to significantly impede Allied operations, even though the opening of Antwerp in November 1944 did slightly improve the situation. The Allied armies were overextended—their positions ran from southern France to the Netherlands. German planning revolved around the premise that a successful strike against thinly-manned stretches of the line would halt Allied advances on the entire Western Front.

Several plans for major Western offensives were put forward, but the German High Command of the Armed Forces (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, or OKW) quickly concentrated on two. A first plan for an encirclement maneuver called for a two-pronged attack along the borders of the U.S. armies around Aachen, hoping to encircle the Ninth and Third Armies and leave the German forces back in control of the excellent defensive grounds where they had fought the U.S. to a standstill earlier in the year. A second plan called for a classic Blitzkrieg attack through the weakly-defended Ardennes Forest, mirroring the successful German offensive there during the Battle of France in 1940, aimed at splitting the armies along the U.S.-British lines and capturing Antwerp. This plan was named Wacht am Rhein or "Watch on the Rhine", after a popular German patriotic song; this name also deceptively implied that the Germans would be adopting a defensive posture in the Western Front.

Hitler chose the second plan, believing that a successful encirclement would have little impact on the overall situation and finding the prospect of splitting the Anglo-American armies more appealing. The disputes between Montgomery and Patton were well known, and Hitler hoped he could exploit this perceived disunity. If the attack were to succeed in capturing the port of Antwerp four complete armies would be trapped without supplies behind German lines.

Both plans centered on attacks against the American forces; Hitler believed that the Americans were incapable of fighting effectively, and that the American home front was likely to crack upon hearing of a decisive American loss. There is no evidence that Hitler realized, or any of his military staff pointed out, that of all the major combatants, the United States was the least damaged and had the greatest restorative powers.

Tasked with carrying out the operation were Field Marshal (Generalfeldmarschall) Walther Model, the commander of German Army Group B (Heeresgruppe B), and Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt, the overall commander of the German Army Command in the West (Oberbefehlshaber West).

Model and von Rundstedt both believed that aiming for Antwerp was too ambitious, given Germany’s scarce resources in late 1944. At the same time, they felt that maintaining a purely defensive posture (as had been the case since Normandy) would only delay defeat, not avert it. They thus developed alternative, less ambitious plans that did not aim to cross the Meuse River, Model’s being named Operation Autumn Mist (Unternehmen Herbstnebel) and von Rundstedt’s Case Martin (Fall Martin). The two Field Marshals combined their plans to present a joint "small solution" to Hitler, who rejected it in favor of his "big solution".[6]
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Situation on the Western Front as of 15 December 1944

The German High Command of the Armed Forces (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, or OKW) decided by the middle of September, at Hitler’s insistence, that the offensive be mounted in the Ardennes, as was done in France in 1940. Many German generals objected, but the offensive was planned and carried out. While German forces in that battle had passed through the Ardennes before engaging the enemy, the 1944 plan called for battle to occur within the forest. The main forces were to advance westward until reaching the Meuse River, then turn northwest for Antwerp and Brussels. The close terrain of the Ardennes would make rapid movement difficult, though open ground beyond the Meuse offered the prospect of a successful dash to the coast.

Four armies were selected for the operation:

· The Sixth SS Panzer Army, under Sepp Dietrich. Newly created on October 26, 1944, it incorporated the senior formation of the Waffen-SS, the 1st SS Panzer Division Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler as well as the 12th SS Panzer Division Hitlerjugend. Sixth SS Panzer Army was designated the northernmost attack force, with the offensive’s primary objective of capturing Antwerp entrusted to it. 

· The Fifth Panzer Army under Hasso von Manteuffel, was assigned to the middle attack route with the objective of capturing Brussels. 

· The Seventh Army, under Erich Brandenberger, was assigned to the southernmost attack, with the task of protecting the flank. This Army was made up of only four infantry divisions, with no large scale armoured formations to use as a spearhead unit. As a result, they made little progress throughout the battle. 

· Also participating in a secondary role was the Fifteenth Army, under Gustav-Adolf von Zangen. Recently rebuilt after heavy fighting during Operation Market Garden, it was located on the far north of the Ardennes battlefield and tasked with holding U.S. forces in place, with the possibility of launching its own attack given favorable conditions. 

For the offensive to be successful, four criteria were deemed critical by the planners:

· The attack had to be a complete surprise; 

· The weather conditions had to be poor to neutralize Allied air superiority and the damage it could inflict on the German offensive and its supply lines; 

· The progress had to be rapid. Model had declared that the Meuse River had to be reached by day 4, if the offensive was to have any chance of success; and 

· Allied fuel supplies would have to be captured intact along the way because the Wehrmacht was short on fuel. The General Staff estimated they only had enough fuel to cover one-third to one-half of the ground to Antwerp in heavy combat conditions. 

The plan originally called for just under 45 divisions, including a dozen panzer and panzergrenadier divisions forming the armoured spearhead and various infantry units to form a defensive line as the battle unfolded. The German army suffered from an acute manpower shortage by this time, however, and the force had been reduced to around 30 divisions. Although it retained most of its armour, there were not enough infantry units because of the defensive needs in the east. These thirty newly rebuilt divisions used some of the last reserves of the German Army (Wehrmacht Heer). Among them were Volksgrenadier units formed from a mix of battle-hardened veterans and recruits formerly regarded as too young or too old to fight. Training time, equipment, and supplies were inadequate during the preparations. German fuel supplies were precarious—those materials and supplies that could not be directly transported by rail had to be horse-drawn to conserve fuel—the mechanised and panzer divisions would depend heavily on captured fuel. The start of the offensive was delayed from November 27 to December 16 as a result.

Before the offensive, the Allies were virtually blind to German troop movement. During the reconquest of France, the extensive network of the French resistance had provided valuable intelligence about German dispositions. Once they reached the German border, this source dried up. In France, orders had been relayed within the German army using radio messages enciphered by the Enigma machine, and these could be picked up and decrypted by Allied codebreakers to give the intelligence known as ULTRA. In Germany such orders were typically transmitted using telephone and teleprinter, and a special radio silence order was imposed on all matters concerning the upcoming offensive. The major crackdown in the Wehrmacht after the July 20 Plot resulted in much tighter security and fewer leaks. The foggy autumn weather also prevented Allied reconnaissance planes from correctly assessing the ground situation.

Thus, Allied High Command considered the Ardennes a quiet sector, relying on assessments from their intelligence services that the Germans were unable to launch any major offensive operations this late in the war. What little intelligence they had led the Allies to believe precisely what the Germans wanted them to believe—that preparations were being carried out only for defensive, not offensive operations. In fact, because of the Germans’ efforts, the Allies were led to believe that a new defensive army was being formed around Düsseldorf in the northern Rhine, possibly to defend against British attack. This was done by increasing the number of flak batteries in the area and the artificial multiplication of radio transmissions in the area. The Allies at this point thought the information was of no importance. All of this meant that the attack, when it came, completely surprised the Allied forces. Remarkably, the U.S. Third Army intelligence chief, Colonel Oscar Koch, the U.S. First Army intelligence chief, and the SHAEF intelligence officer all correctly predicted the German offensive capability and intention to strike the U.S. VIII Corps area. These predictions were largely dismissed by the U.S. 12th Army Group.

Because the Ardennes was considered a quiet sector, economy-of-force considerations led it to be used as a training ground for new units and a rest area for units that had seen hard fighting. The U.S. units deployed in the Ardennes thus were a mixture of inexperienced troops (such as the rookie U.S. 99th and 106th Divisions), and battle-hardened troops sent to that sector to recuperate (the 2nd Infantry Division).

Two major special operations were planned for the offensive. By October it was decided that Otto Skorzeny, the German commando who had rescued the former Italian dictator Benito Mussolini, was to lead a task force of English-speaking German soldiers in Operation Greif. These soldiers were to be dressed in American and British uniforms and wear dog tags taken from corpses and POWs. Their job was to go behind American lines and change signposts, misdirect traffic, generally cause disruption and to seize bridges across the Meuse River between Liège and Namur. By late November another ambitious special operation was added: Colonel Friedrich August von der Heydte was to lead a Fallschirmjäger (paratrooper) Kampfgruppe in Operation Stösser, a nighttime paratroop drop behind the Allied lines aimed at capturing a vital road junction near Malmedy.

German intelligence had set December 20 as the expected date for the start of the upcoming Soviet offensive, aimed at crushing what was left of German resistance on the Eastern Front and thereby opening the way to Berlin. It was hoped that Stalin would delay the start of the operation once the German assault in the Ardennes had begun and wait for the outcome before continuing.

In the final stage of preparations, Hitler and his staff left their Wolf's Lair headquarters in East Prussia, in which they had coordinated much of the fighting on the Eastern Front. After a brief visit to Berlin, on December 11, they came to the Eagle's Nest, Hitler’s headquarters near Bad Nauheim in southern Germany, the site from which he had overseen the successful 1940 campaign against France and the Low Countries.

[edit] Initial German assault






Sepp Dietrich led Sixth SS Panzer Army in the northernmost attack route







Hasso von Manteuffel led Fifth Panzer Army in the middle attack route







Erich Brandenberger led Seventh Army in the southernmost attack route

The German assault began on 16 December 1944, at 05:30, with a massive artillery barrage on the Allied troops facing the Sixth SS Panzer Army. By 08:00 all three German armies attacked through the Ardennes. In the northern sector Dietrich’s Sixth SS Panzer Army assaulted the Losheim Gap and the Elsenborn Ridge in an effort to break through to Liège. In the center von Manteuffel’s Fifth Panzer Army attacked towards Bastogne and St. Vith, both road junctions of great strategic importance. In the south, Sir Brandenberg's Seventh Army pushed towards Luxembourg in their efforts to secure the flank from Allied attacks.

The attacks by the Sixth SS Panzer Army’s infantry units in the north fared badly because of unexpectedly fierce resistance by the U.S. 2nd and 99th Infantry Divisions at the Elsenborn Ridge, stalling their advance; this caused Dietrich to make the decision to commit his panzer forces early. Starting on 16 December, however, snowstorms engulfed parts of the Ardennes area. While having the desired effect of keeping the Allied aircraft grounded, the weather also proved troublesome for the Germans because poor road conditions hampered their advance. Poor traffic control led to massive traffic jams and fuel shortages in forward units.

The Germans fared better in the center (the 20 mile (30 km) wide Schnee Eifel sector) as the Fifth Panzer Army attacked positions held by the U.S. 28th and 106th Infantry Divisions. The Germans lacked the overwhelming strength as had been deployed in the north; but they succeeded in surrounding two regiments (422nd and 423rd) of the 106th Division in a pincer movement and forced their surrender. That was a tribute to the way that Manteuffel’s new tactics had been applied.[7] The official U.S. Army history states: "At least seven thousand [men] were lost here and the figure probably is closer to eight or nine thousand. The amount lost in arms and equipment, of course, was very substantial. The Schnee Eifel battle, therefore, represents the most serious reverse suffered by American arms during the operations of 1944–45 in the European theater."







Belgian civilians killed by the German Military during the offensive

Further south on Manteuffel’s front the main thrust was delivered by all attacking divisions crossing the River Our, then increasing the pressure on the key road centers of St. Vith and Bastogne. Panzer columns took the outlying villages. The struggle for these villages, and transport confusion on the German side, slowed the attack to allow the 101st Airborne Division (reinforced by elements from the 9th and 10th Armored Divisions) to reach Bastogne by truck on the morning of 19 December. The fierce defense of Bastogne, in which American paratroopers particularly distinguished themselves, made it impossible for the Germans to take the town with its important road junctions. The panzer columns swung past on either side, cutting off Bastogne on 20 December but failing to secure the vital crossroads.

In the extreme south, Brandenberger’s three infantry divisions were checked after an advance of four miles (6.5 km) by divisions of the U.S. VIII Corps; that front was then firmly held. Only the 5th Parachute Division of Brandenberger’s command was able to thrust forward 12 miles (19 km) on the inner flank to partially fulfill its assigned role.

Eisenhower and his principal commanders realized by 17 December that the fighting in the Ardennes was a major offensive and not a local counter-attack, and they ordered vast reinforcements to the area. Within a week 250,000 troops had been sent. In addition, the 82nd Airborne Division was also thrown into the battle north of the bulge, near Elsenborn Ridge.

[edit] Operation Stösser
Originally planned for the early hours of 16 December, Operation Stösser was delayed for a day because of bad weather and fuel shortages. The new drop time was set for 03:00 on December 17; their drop zone was 7 miles (11 km) north of Malmedy and their target was the "Baraque Michel" crossroads. Von der Heydte and his men were to take it and hold it for approximately twenty-four hours until being relieved by the 12th SS Panzer Division, thereby hampering the Allied flow of reinforcements and supplies into the area.

Just after midnight on 17 December, 112 Ju 52 transport planes with around 1,300 Fallschirmjäger (German paratroopers) on board took off amid a powerful snowstorm, with strong winds and extensive low cloud cover. As a result, many planes went off course, and men were dropped as far as a dozen kilometres away from the intended drop zone, with only a fraction of the force landing near it. Strong winds also took off-target those paratroopers whose planes were relatively close to the intended drop zone and made their landings far rougher.

By noon a group of around 300 managed to assemble, but this force was too small and too weak to counter the Allies. Colonel von der Heydte abandoned plans to take the crossroads and instead ordered his men to harass the Allied troops in the vicinity with guerrilla-like actions. Because of the extensive dispersal of the jump, with Fallschirmjäger being reported all over the Ardennes, the Allies believed a major division-sized jump had taken place, resulting in much confusion and causing them to allocate men to secure their rear instead of sending them off to the front to face the main German thrust.

[edit] Operation Greif and Operation Währung
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The 1st SS Panzer Division’s Dash Westward, and Operation Greif
Main articles: Operation Greif and Operation Währung
For Operation Greif, Otto Skorzeny successfully infiltrated a small part of his battalion of disguised, English-speaking Germans behind the Allied lines. Although they failed to take the vital bridges over the Meuse, the battalion’s presence produced confusion out of all proportion to their military activities, and rumors spread quickly. Even General Patton was alarmed and, on 17 December, described the situation to General Eisenhower as “Krauts… speaking perfect English… raising hell, cutting wires, turning road signs around, spooking whole divisions, and shoving a bulge into our defenses.”

Checkpoints were set up all over the Allied rear, greatly slowing the movement of soldiers and equipment. Military policemen drilled servicemen on things which every American was expected to know, such as the identity of Mickey Mouse’s girlfriend, baseball scores, or the capital of Illinois. This last question resulted in the brief detention of General Omar Bradley; although he gave the correct answer—Springfield—the GI who questioned him apparently believed that the capital was Chicago.

The tightened security nonetheless made things harder for the German infiltrators, and some of them were captured. Even during interrogation they continued their goal of spreading disinformation; when asked about their mission, some of them claimed they had been told to go to Paris to either kill or capture General Eisenhower. Security around the general was greatly increased, and he was confined to his headquarters. Because these prisoners had been captured in American uniform, they were later executed by firing squad; this was the standard practice of every army at the time, although it was left ambiguous under the Geneva Convention, which merely stated that soldiers had to wear uniforms that distinguished them as combatants. In addition, Skorzeny was aware that under international law such an operation would be well within its boundaries as long as they were wearing their German uniforms when firing.[8] Skorzeny and his men were fully aware of their likely fate, and most wore their German uniforms underneath their Allied ones in case of capture. Skorzeny avoided capture, survived the war and may have been involved with the Nazi ODESSA escape network.

For Operation Währung a small number of German agents infiltrated Allied lines in American uniforms. These agents were then to use an existing Nazi intelligence network to attempt to bribe rail and port workers to disrupt Allied supply operations. This operation was a failure.

[edit] Malmedy massacre






The Malmedy massacre

Main article: Malmedy massacre
In the north, the main armored spearhead of the Sixth SS Panzer Army was Kampfgruppe Peiper, consisting of 4,800 men and 600 vehicles of the 1st SS Panzer Division under the command of Waffen-SS Colonel Joachim Peiper. Bypassing the Elsenborn ridge, at 07:00 on 17 December, they seized a U.S. fuel depot at Büllingen, where they paused to refuel before continuing westward. At 12:30, near the hamlet of Baugnez, on the height halfway between the town of Malmedy and Ligneuville, they encountered elements of the American 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion. After a brief battle the Americans surrendered. They were disarmed and, with some other Americans captured earlier (approximately 150 people), sent to stand in a field near the crossroads where most were shot. It is not known what caused the shooting and there is no record of an SS officer giving an execution order; such shootings of prisoners of war (POWs); however, were more common by both sides on the Eastern Front. News of the killings raced through Allied lines. Captured SS soldiers who were part of Kampfgruppe Peiper were tried following the war for this massacre and several others during the Malmedy massacre trial.

The fighting went on and, by the evening, the spearhead had pushed north to engage the U.S. 99th Infantry Division and Kampfgruppe Peiper arrived in front of Stavelot. Peiper was already behind the timetable because it took 36 hours to advance from Eifel to Stavelot; it had taken just 9 hours in the Battle of France in 1940. As the Americans fell back they blew up bridges and fuel dumps, denying the Germans critically needed fuel and further slowing their progress.

[edit] Wereth 11
Main article: Wereth 11
Another, much smaller massacre was committed in Wereth, Belgium, approximately a thousand yards northeast of Saint-Vith, on 17 December 1944. Eleven African-American soldiers, after surrendering, were tortured and then shot by men of the 1st SS Panzer Division, belonging to Kampfgruppe Hansen. The identity of the murderers remains unknown, and the perpetrators were never punished for this crime.

[edit] Assault of Kampfgruppe Peiper
Peiper entered Stavelot on 18 December but encountered fierce resistance by the American defenders. Unable to defeat the American force in the area, he left a smaller support force in town and headed for the bridge at Trois-Ponts with the bulk of his forces, but by the time he reached it, the retreating U.S. engineers had already destroyed it. Peiper pulled off and headed for the village of La Gleize and from there on to Stoumont. There, as Peiper approached, the American engineers blew up the bridge, and the American troops were entrenched and ready to fight a bitter battle.

His troops were cut off from the main German force and supplies when the Americans recaptured the poorly defended Stavelot on 19 December. As their situation in Stoumont was becoming hopeless, Peiper decided to pull back to La Gleize where he set up his defenses waiting for the German relief force. Since no relief force was able to penetrate the Allied line, on 23 December Peiper decided to break through back to the German lines. The men of the Kampfgruppe were forced to abandon their vehicles and heavy equipment, although most of the unit was able to escape.

[edit] St. Vith
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St. Vith is lost
In the centre, the town of St. Vith, a vital road junction, presented the main challenge for both von Manteuffel’s and Dietrich’s forces. The defenders, led by the U.S. 7th Armored Division, and also including one regiment of the U.S. 106th Infantry Division, and additional elements of the U.S. 9th Armored Division and U.S. 28th Infantry Division, all under the command of General Bruce C. Clarke, successfully resisted the German attacks, thereby significantly slowing the German advance. Under orders from Montgomery, St. Vith was given up on 21 December; U.S. troops fell back to entrenched positions in the area, presenting an imposing obstacle to a successful German advance. By 23 December, as the Germans shattered their flanks, the defenders’ position became untenable, and U.S. troops were ordered to retreat west of the Salm River. As the German plan called for the capture of St. Vith by 18:00 on 17 December, the prolonged action in and around it presented a major blow to their timetable.

[edit] Bastogne






Wacht am Rhein—the German offensive, 16–25 December 1944

Main article: Siege of Bastogne
On 19 December, the senior Allied commanders met in a bunker in Verdun. Eisenhower, realizing that the Allies could destroy German forces much more easily when they were out in the open and on the offensive than if they were on the defensive, told the generals, "The present situation is to be regarded as one of opportunity for us and not of disaster. There will be only cheerful faces at this table." Patton, realizing what Eisenhower implied, responded, “Hell, let’s have the guts to let the bastards go all the way to Paris. Then, we’ll really cut ’em off and chew ’em up.” Eisenhower asked Patton how long it would take to turn his Third Army (located in northeastern France) north to counterattack. He said he could attack with two divisions within 48 hours, to the disbelief of the other generals present. Before he had gone to the meeting, however, Patton had ordered his staff to prepare three contingency plans for a northward turn in at least corps strength. By the time Eisenhower asked him how long it would take, the movement was already underway.[9] On 20 December, Eisenhower removed the U.S. First and Ninth Armies from Bradley’s 12th Army Group and placed them under Montgomery’s 21st Army Group command.

By 21 December the German forces had surrounded Bastogne, which was defended by the 101st Airborne Division and Combat Command B of the 10th Armored Division. Conditions inside the perimeter were tough—most of the medical supplies and medical personnel had been captured. Food was scarce, and ammunition was so low that artillery crews were forbidden to fire on advancing Germans unless there was a large concentration of them. Despite determined German attacks, however, the perimeter held. The German commander sent this request to the American commander in Bastogne:

To the U.S.A. Commander of the encircled town of Bastogne. 

The fortune of war is changing. This time the U.S.A. forces in and near Bastogne have been encircled by strong German armored units. More German armored units have crossed the river Our near Ortheuville, have taken Marche and reached St. Hubert by passing through Hompre-Sibret-Tillet. Libramont is in German hands. 

There is only one possibility to save the encircled U.S.A. troops from total annihilation: that is the honorable surrender of the encircled town. In order to think it over a term of two hours will be granted beginning with the presentation of this note. 

If this proposal should be rejected one German Artillery Corps and six heavy A. A. Battalions are ready to annihilate the U.S.A. troops in and near Bastogne. The order for firing will be given immediately after this two hours’ term. 

All the serious civilian losses caused by this artillery fire would not correspond with the well known American humanity. 

The German Commander.[10] 

When General Anthony McAuliffe, acting commander of the 101st Airborne, was told of this German invitation to surrender, he responded "Nuts!" After turning to other pressing issues, his staff reminded him that they should reply to the German demand; one officer (Harry W. O. Kinnard, then a Lieutenant Colonel; see http://www.thedropzone.org/europe/Bulge/kinnard.html) recommended that the initial reply would be "tough to beat". Thus McAuliffe wrote on the paper delivered to the Germans: “NUTS!” That reply had to be explained, both to the Germans and to non-American Allies.[11]
Rather than launching one simultaneous attack all around the perimeter, the German forces concentrated their assaults on several individual locations attacked in sequence. Although this compelled the defenders to constantly shift reinforcements in order to repel each attack, it tended to dissipate the Germans’ numerical advantage.

[edit] Meuse River
To protect the river crossings on the Meuse at Givet, Dinant and Namur, on 19 December Montgomery ordered those few units available to hold the bridges. This led to a hastily assembled force including rear echelon troops, military police and Army Air Forces personnel. The British 29th Armoured Brigade, which had turned in its tanks for re-equipping, was told to take back their tanks and head to the area. XXX Corps in Holland began their move to the area.

The furthest westward penetration made by the German attack was by the 2nd Panzer Division of the Fifth Panzer Army, coming to less than ten miles (16 km) of the Meuse by 24 December.

[edit] Allied counter-offensive






The Germans fell far short of achieving their objectives

On 23 December the weather conditions started improving, allowing the Allied air forces to attack. They launched devastating bombing raids on the German supply points in their rear, and P-47 Thunderbolts started attacking the German troops on the roads. The Allied air forces also helped the defenders of Bastogne, dropping much-needed supplies—medicine, food, blankets and ammunition. A team of volunteer surgeons flew in by glider and began operating in a tool room.

By 24 December the German advance was effectively stalled short of the Meuse River. Units of the British XXX Corps were holding the bridges at Dinant, Givet, and Namur and U.S. units were about to take over. The Germans had outrun their supply lines, and shortages of fuel and ammunition were becoming critical. Up to this point the German losses had been light, notably in armor, which was almost untouched with the exception of Peiper’s losses. On the evening of 24 December, General Hasso von Manteuffel recommended to Hitler’s Military Adjutant a halt to all offensive operations and a withdrawal back to the West Wall. Hitler rejected this.

Patton’s Third Army was battling to relieve Bastogne. At 16:50 on 26 December, the lead element of the 37th Tank Battalion of the 4th Armored Division reached Bastogne, ending the siege.

[edit] Germans strike back
Main articles: Operation Bodenplatte and Operation Nordwind
On 1 January, in an attempt to keep the offensive going, the Germans launched two new operations. At 09:15, the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) launched Operation Baseplate (Unternehmen Bodenplatte), a major campaign against Allied airfields in the Low Countries. Hundreds of planes attacked Allied airfields, destroying or severely damaging some 465 aircraft. However, the Luftwaffe lost 277 planes, 62 to Allied fighters and 172 mostly because of an unexpectedly high number of Allied flak guns, set up to protect against German V-1 flying bomb attacks, but also by friendly fire from the German flak guns that were uninformed of the pending large-scale German air operation. While the Allies recovered from their losses in just days, the operation left the Luftwaffe weak and ineffective.[12]
On the same day, German Army Group G (Heeresgruppe G) and Army Group Upper Rhine (Heeresgruppe Oberrhein) launched a major offensive against the thinly stretched, 70 mile (110 km) line of the U.S. 7th Army. This offensive, known as Operation North Wind (Unternehmen Nordwind), was the last major German offensive of the war on the Western Front. The offensive of the German Army (Wehrmacht Heer) soon had the weakened U.S. 7th Army in dire straits. The 7th Army had, at Eisenhower’s orders, sent troops, equipment, and supplies north to reinforce the American armies in the Ardennes.

By 15 January, the 7th Army’s VI Corps was fighting on three sides in Alsace. With casualties mounting, and running short on replacements, tanks, ammunition, and supplies, 7th Army was forced to withdraw to defensive positions on the south bank of the Moder River on 21 January. The German offensive drew to a close on 25 January. In the bitter, desperate fighting of Operation Nordwind, VI Corps, which had borne the brunt of the fighting, suffered a total of 14,716 casualties. The total for the 7th Army is unclear, but the total casualties included at least 9,000 wounded and 17,000 sick and injured.[13]
[edit] Allies prevail
While the German offensive had ground to a halt, they still controlled a dangerous salient in the Allied line. Patton’s Third Army in the south, centred around Bastogne, would attack north, Montgomery’s forces in the north would strike south, and the two forces planned to meet at Houffalize.

The temperature during January 1945 was unseasonably low. Trucks had to be run every half hour or the oil in them would freeze, and weapons would freeze. The offensive went forward regardless.







Erasing the Bulge—The Allied counterattack, 26 December – 25 January
Eisenhower wanted Montgomery to go on the offensive on 1 January, with the aim of meeting up with Patton’s advancing Third Army and cutting off most of the attacking Germans, trapping them in a pocket. However, refusing to risk underprepared infantry in a snowstorm for a strategically unimportant area, Montgomery did not launch the attack until 3 January, by which time substantial numbers of German troops had already managed to successfully disengage, albeit with the loss of their heavy equipment.

At the start of the offensive, the two armies were separated by about 25 miles (40 km). American progress in the south was also restricted to about a kilometer a day. The majority of the German force executed a successful fighting withdrawal and escaped the battle area, although the fuel situation had become so dire that most of the German armor had to be abandoned. On 7 January 1945, Hitler agreed to withdraw forces from the Ardennes, including the SS panzer divisions, thus ending all offensive operations.

[edit] Controversy at high command
As the Ardennes crisis developed, Montgomery assumed command of the American First and Ninth Armies (which, until then, were under Bradley's command). This controversial move was approved by Eisenhower, and was intended to prevent communication and control problems between Bradley and the North flank command.[14]
On the same day as Hitler’s withdrawal order, 7 January, Montgomery held a press conference at Zonhoven in which he said that he had “headed off ... seen off ... and ... written off” the Germans. “The battle has been the most interesting, I think possible one of the most tricky ... I have ever handled.” Montgomery said that he had “employed the whole available power of the British group of armies ... you thus have the picture of British troops fighting on both sides of the Americans who have suffered a hard blow.”[15]
Montgomery also gave credit to the “courage and good fighting quality” of the American troops, characterizing a typical American as a “very brave fighting man who has that tenacity in battle which makes a great soldier,” and went on to talk about the necessity of Allied teamwork, and praised Eisenhower, stating that “Teamwork wins battles and battle victories win wars. On our team, the captain is General Ike.” Despite these remarks, the overall impression given by Montgomery, at least in the ears of the American military leadership, was that he had taken the lion’s share of credit for the success of the campaign, and had been responsible for rescuing the besieged Americans.

His comments were interpreted as self-promoting, particularly his claiming that when the situation “began to deteriorate,” Eisenhower had placed him in command in the north. Patton and Eisenhower both felt this was a misrepresentation of the relative share of the fighting played by the British and Americans in the Ardennes (for every three British soldiers there were thirty to forty Americans in the fight), and that it belittled the part played by Bradley, Patton and other American commanders. In the context of Patton and Montgomery’s well-known antipathy, Montgomery’s failure to mention the contribution of any American general beside Eisenhower was seen as insulting. Focusing exclusively on his own generalship, Montgomery continued to say that he thought the counter-offensive had gone very well but did not explain the reason for his delayed attack on 3 January. He later attributed this to needing more time for preparation on the northern front. According to Winston Churchill, the attack from the south under Patton was steady but slow and involved heavy losses, and Montgomery claimed to be trying to avoid this situation.

Montgomery subsequently recognized his error and later wrote: “I think now that I should never have held that press conference. So great were the feelings against me on the part of the American generals that whatever I said was bound to be wrong. I should therefore have said nothing.” Eisenhower commented in his own memoirs: “I doubt if Montgomery ever came to realize how resentful some American commanders were. They believed he had belittled them—and they were not slow to voice reciprocal scorn and contempt.”

Bradley and Patton both threatened to resign unless Montgomery’s command was changed. Subsequently Bradley started to court the press, and it was stated that he would rarely leave headquarters “without at least fifteen newspapermen”; it has been suggested that he and Patton began to leak information detrimental to Montgomery. Eisenhower, encouraged by his British deputy Arthur Tedder, had decided to sack Montgomery. However, intervention by Montgomery’s and Eisenhower’s Chiefs of Staff, Major-General Freddie de Guingand, and Lieutenant General Walter Bedell Smith allowed Eisenhower to reconsider and Montgomery to apologize.

[edit] Strategic situation after the Bulge
Although the German advance was halted, the overall situation remained dangerous. On 6 January Churchill once again asked Stalin for support. On 12 January, the Red Army launched the Vistula-Oder Offensive in Poland and East Prussia. Soviet sources claim this was done ahead of schedule, while most Western sources doubt it, and instead claim the Soviet offensive was delayed because of the situation in the West, with Stalin waiting until both sides had militarily exhausted themselves.

The Battle of the Bulge officially ended when the two American forces met on 25 January 1945.

[edit] Aftermath






The Mardasson Memorial in Bastogne, Belgium

Casualty estimates from the battle vary widely. The official U.S. account lists 80,987 American casualties, while other estimates range from 70,000 to 104,000. Most of the American casualties occurred within the first three days of battle, when two of the U.S. 106th Infantry Division’s three regiments were forced to surrender. The Battle of the Bulge was the bloodiest of the battles that U.S. forces experienced in World War II; the 19,000 American dead were unsurpassed by those of any other engagement[2]. British losses totaled 1,400. The German High Command’s official figure for the campaign was 84,834 casualties, and other estimates range between 60,000 and 100,000.

The Allies pressed their advantage following the battle. By the beginning of February 1945, the lines were roughly where they had been in December 1944. In early February, the Allies launched an attack all along the Western front: in the north under Montgomery toward Aachen; in the center, under Courtney Hodges; and in the south, under Patton. Montgomery’s behavior during the months of December and January, including the press conference on 7 January where he downplayed the contribution of the American generals, further soured his relationship with his American counterparts through the end of the war.

The German losses in the battle were critical in several respects: the last of the German reserves were now gone; the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) had been broken; and the German Army (Wehrmacht Heer) in the West was being pushed back.

Battle of the Bulge is a war film released in 1965. It was directed by Ken Annakin. It starred Henry Fonda, Robert Shaw, Telly Savalas, Robert Ryan, Dana Andrews and Charles Bronson.

Battle of the Bulge had its world premiere on 16 December 1965, the 21st anniversary of the battle, at the Pacific Cinerama Dome Theater in Hollywood, California. The feature was filmed in Ultra Panavision 70 and exhibited in 70 mm Cinerama.
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[edit] Plot summary
A Hollywood film inspired by, but not very faithful to, the World War II Battle of the Bulge. A Panzer brigade, led by the fictional Colonel Hessler (played by Shaw), leads a German last-ditch secret counter-attack against the Allied front in the heavily wooded Ardennes Sector of Belgium/Luxembourg. An American Intelligence officer (played by Fonda) tries in vain to persuade his superiors of the German intentions. The Americans are surprised, with heavy casualties. Hessler's initial success ends as his unit runs out of gas. German commandos dressed as American soldiers (Operation Greif) are portrayed in the film, as well as the Malmedy massacre of American POWs.

[edit] Historical accuracy
	
	This article or section may contain original research or unverified claims.
Please improve the article by adding references. See the talk page for details. (February 2008)


Compared to more modern World War II dramatizations, such as Band of Brothers, the movie does not provide an accurate historical record of the battle. All the characters portrayed in the movie are fictional. Some, like Shaw's character, are based on a real individual, Joachim Peiper.

The battle scenes—mostly set pieces between masses of armor—though exciting, are not accurate, except for showing how the German King Tiger tanks were superior to the American M4 Sherman tanks. But the Tigers are actually portrayed by American M47 Patton tanks, which were not developed until after World War 2 and never used in combat by US forces, and the American tanks (though never actually referred to by name or M-series designation in the film) are portrayed by M24 Chaffee light tanks, only two of which type ever appeared in the actual battle. Nonetheless, producer Milton Sperling, in a 1965 television interview (included as part of History Recreated, one of the special features on the 2005 Battle of the Bulge DVD from Warner Video), gives a different impression. When asked, "Where did you manage to find all the authentic equipment that you use in the film," Sperling answers:

Well, we had to scour Europe for this. There are places where such tanks do exist, you know—sometimes in junkyards, sometimes in existing armies, and sometimes just by chance one finds a cache of tanks, guns, old planes, and various other relics of World War II. We managed to assemble these great numbers of tanks you saw in the film after looking about for months and months. We found both the German tanks, still relics of World War II, and American tanks, which are sometimes still used by our own forces. So what you see on the screen are truly the tanks that were fought in the Battle of the Bulge and throughout the Western Front and on the Russian Front in World War II. 

All "American" vehicles in the movie are painted in Spanish army camouflage schemes whereas U.S. vehicles in 1944 were generally painted in olive drab monotone schemes. "German" vehicles are painted in a light grey scheme, which was inaccurate for any period during World War II.

The German demand for the surrender of US forces in Bastogne is read by a German officer upon reaching US lines but is not the same text as the actual note delivered to Brigadier General Anthony McAuliffe.

Shaw's character seems to be inspired by Joachim Peiper, but is portrayed as a Heer officer, though he and his tank commanders wear the SS death's head insignia on their black tank crew uniforms. Peiper was an officer of the Waffen-SS and led Kampfgruppe Peiper ("Battlegroup Peiper") during the Ardennes Offensive and which was eventually forced to abandon its tanks and other vehicles and withdraw on foot, as alluded to in the film's closing scene. Likewise, while Shaw's character is shown near the beginning reviewing German tanks and crews from his tank, a scene based on a World War II German newsreel showing a German Panzer officer reviewing tanks and crewmen, the actual officer survived the war. Shaw's character may also have been influenced by one of the film's technical advisors, the Heer officer Major General Meinrad von Lauchert, who had been put in command of the German 2nd Panzer Division the day before the attack was launched.

The film was made in Spain, and some of its battle scenes take place on open, desert-like rolling plains in bright sunshine. The historical battle, however, took place for the most part in poor weather in winter (December/January) in one of Europe's most dense forests, where roads liquefied under the tanks' tracks, and armored units were forced to march in vulnerable one-vehicle lanes which some of the opening battle scenes reflect.

Heroic stands by small platoons of American troops, the destruction of key bridges by combat engineers, the delay imposed by the American holding of St. Vith for several days, and to a much larger extent, the successful holding of the strategic crossroads town of Bastogne by the U.S. 101st Airborne Division, greatly hindered the progress of the German offensive. However, these events are only briefly shown or alluded to in the movie. The crucial counterattack by the U.S. Third Army, the subsequent relief of Bastogne by the 4th Armored Division and the ensuing battles to keep the relief corridor open are also omitted, as are any references to the participation of the British Army or the contribution of massive air support that became available when the weather finally cleared enough to allow flying.

The original choice for director Richard Fleischer turned the film down and was replaced with the British director Ken Annakin who had directed the British and French sequences in The Longest Day (film) and several other action films. Annakin brings an interesting British view of the American soldiers. Ex-police detective Henry Fonda in a role echoing his "one decent man against everyone" persona in 12 Angry Men notices the long haired Major Charles Bronson "runs a pretty loose outfit". Tank Corps Sergeant Telly Savalas plays his role like a scheming Sergeant Bilko black marketeer. The staff Colonel Dana Andrews is officious and despises contrary opinions. Young Lieutenant James MacArthur is portrayed as callow and incompetent especially alongside his platoon sergeant George Montgomery who plays his drawling sharpshooter role like a cowboy. The Americans panic in fright at the first German assault (with the German tanks impervious to American tank and bazooka shells whilst the American tanks explode in flame), but as the film progresses each of the characters that survives or escapes captivity is transformed by the death of others into tough veterans who defeat the Germans without resort to air support or massive supplies.

Annakin and Bernard Gordon and Phillip Yordan's screenplay explains the German strategy in easily understandable dialogue and images. Robert Shaw (playing the role with his hair dyed blonde and in the same persona as his psychotic killer in From Russia With Love) is shown around an underground headquarters beneath a demolished city that his guide, General Kohler (Werner Peters) explains is like Germany itself; visibly defeated but secretly producing war material and plans. Shaw (and the audience) are shown new German tanks, upcoming secret weapons, a unit of infiltrators in American uniform led by Ty Hardin, and a giant 50 hour clock set to the limit of the German assault's supplies. Shaw is given young boy soldiers "who have never tasted defeat" as his assault unit with the soldiers singing Panzerlied whilst stamping their boots to demonstrate their spirit. Kohler also explains the importance of the upcoming weather reports that will ground all Allied aircraft during the period of the assault. The goal of the battle is to capture the port of Antwerp splitting the Allied armies and delaying the war until the German wonder weapons of jet aircraft and atomic weapons are ready to use on the Alliles.

Shaw deviates from his orders and the timetable of the assault to lay siege to Americans holding the town of Amblève. Shaw explains to Kohler that he must show the Americans what defeat means. Shaw explains his view by showing Kohler a captured fresh chocolate cake air mailed to a private soldier from the USA. That America can use their resources to send a chocolate cake to a private soldier is taken as a symbol of America's wealth and not taking the war seriously in the view of the Germans (and the British director).

The film simplifies the outcome of the battle to the Germans' desperate shortage of fuel, which was only partly responsible for the Germans ultimate demise. Absent from this movie's version of events are three rather significant facts that weighed heavily in the final outcome of the battle. The first is George S. Patton's U.S. Third Army relieving the encircled crossroads town of Bastogne, which would break the German supply line. The second factor was the weather greatly improving, which allowed the previously grounded Allied air forces to attack German ground targets, which they did to great effect. The third factor was the contribution of the British Army in the counterattack which eliminated the bulge.

Unternehmen Bodenplatte (German: "Operation Baseplate" or "Operation Ground Plate"), launched on January 1, 1945, was an attempt by the Luftwaffe to cripple Allied air forces in the Low Countries of Europe. It was a last ditch effort to keep up the momentum of the German Army (Wehrmacht Heer) during the stagnant stage of the Battle of the Bulge (Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein). The operation was a pyrrhic success for the Luftwaffe as the losses suffered by the German air arm were irreplaceable. The losses of the Allied Air Forces were replaced within weeks. The operation failed to achieve Air superiority, even temporarily, and the German Army continued to be exposed to air attack. This operation has mistakenly been referred to as Operation Hermann (see below).
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[edit] Bodenplatte
[edit] The plan
On 14 December GeneralLeutnant Dietrich Peltz of the Oberkommando der Luftwaffe (Luftwaffe High Command) initiated plans for a major blow against the Allied air power in northwest Europe. This plan was worked out with the help of all of the Luftwaffe's Jagd-Geschwaderkommodore. It was originally scheduled to support the Battle of the Ardennes, the German Army's offensive, which began December 16, 1944. However, the same bad weather that prevented the Royal Air Force, United States Army Air Force, and other Allied air forces from supporting the ground troops, also prevented the Luftwaffe from carrying out the attack. It was, therefore, not launched until 1 January 1945 in an attempt to help regain the momentum of the struggling ground troops, supporting the second phase of the offensive, Operation North Wind (Unternehmen Nordwind).

The plan of Operation Baseplate called for a surprise attack against 17 Allied air bases in Belgium, the Netherlands, and France. The object was to destroy or cripple as many Allied planes, hangars and airstrips as possible. Every fighter and fighter-bomber unit currently occupied with air defence along the Western Front was deployed, and additional units of Junkers Ju 88 and Junkers Ju 188 night-fighters and bombers acted as pathfinders. The strike planes themselves were mostly single-engined Messerschmitt Bf 109 and Focke-Wulf 190 fighters. It was hoped that the speed with which the attack could be carried out would offset the relatively small bomb loads such aircraft could carry. It was also hoped that by flying low and fast to the targets maximum surprise would be achieved. The attack was timed to be carried out at 0920 hours.

In a major oversight, the planners had set flight paths which took many units over some of the most heavily defended areas on the Continent; namely the V2 launch sites around The Hague. These sites were studded by large numbers of Flak units, none of which had been warned about the operation. As a result many of the German fighter units lost aircraft to "friendly fire" before the attacks could be initiated.[8]
Another problem was the fact that many of the Luftwaffe pilots were very poor marksmen and lacked flight skills. By late 1944 there were no safe areas in which pilots could be trained without the possibility of air attack. Aviation fuel supplies were at a premium and there was a lack of experienced instructors. Many of the training units (eg JG 104) were forced to fly front-line operations in order to bolster the front-line Jagdgeschwader. Allied personnel who witnessed the attacks frequently remarked on the poor aim of the strafing aircraft, and many of the Luftwaffe aircraft shot down by Allied anti-aircraft fire were caught because they were flying too slow and too high. Wing Commander Johnnie Johnson:

"The shooting was atrocious, and the circuit at Evere reminded us of more of a bunch of beginners on their first solos than pilots of front-line squadrons."[9] 

[edit] The units deployed and their targets
In all, 1,035 aircraft were deployed[10] from several Jagdgeschwadern (JG - fighter units) Kampfgeschwadern (KG - bomber units) and Schlachtgeschwadern (SG - ground attack units);[11] of these approximately 900 aircraft were fighters and fighter-bombers. Facing the German aircraft were the (predominantly British) Second Tactical Air Force (2nd TAF) and the American strategic Eighth and Ninth Air Forces. Most of the airfields used by the Allied air forces had been previously built and used by the Luftwaffe, as a consequence of which the layout of them was well known.

The targets for the various units were:

	Target
	Luftwaffe unit (wing)
	Allied forces
	Effect

	Antwerp-Deurne (B.70)[12](Belgium)
	JG 77
	Mostly Typhoon squadrons, 2nd TAF
	Light damage

	Asch (Belgium)
	JG 11
	four Spitfire squadrons, 2nd TAF; US 352nd Fighter Group (P-51s; US 366th Fighter Group (P-47s)
	minimal damage

	Brussels-Evere (B.56)
	JG 26 and JG 54
	A large number of US and 2nd TAF fighters and bombers
	heavy damage

	Brussels-Grimbergen (B.60)
	JG 26 and JG 54
	Only six aircraft were present
	Medium damage

	Brussels-Melsbroek (B.58)
	JG 27, JG 54 and JG 4
	Three reconnaissance squadrons, 2nd TAF; three bomber squadrons, US Eighth Air Force
	Heavy damage

	Eindhoven (B.78) (Netherlands)
	JG 3
	eight Typhoon squadrons and three Spitfire squadrons, 2nd TAF
	Heavy damage

	Ghent/Sint-Denijs-Westrem (Belgium)
	JG 1
	three Polish Spitfire squadrons (No. 302, 308 and 317), 2nd TAF
	Heavy damage, intense dogfights

	Gilze-Rijen (B.77) (Netherlands)
	JG 3 and KG 51
	Two Boston squadrons (N°. 88 and 342), one Mitchell squadron (N°. 226), 137 wing 2nd TAF
	Medium damage

	Heesch (B.88) (Netherlands)
	JG 6
	five Spitfire squadrons, 2nd TAF
	No effect

	Le Culot (Belgium)
	JG 4
	Thunderbolt squadrons, Ninth Air Force
	Airfield not found, no damage

	Maldegem (B.65) (Belgium)
	JG 1
	485(NZ) Sqn., Spitfire IXe, 2nd TAF
	Heavy damage

	Metz-Frescaty (France)
	JG 53
	About 40 Thunderbolts, 365th Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force
	Medium damage

	Ophoven (Belgium)
	JG 4
	Thunderbolt squadron, Ninth Air Force
	Light damage

	Sint-Truiden (Belgium)
	JG 2, JG 4 and SG 4
	Thunderbolt squadrons, Ninth Air Force
	Medium damage

	Volkel (B.80) (Netherlands)
	JG 6
	56 Sqn., 486(NZ) Sqn, Tempest, 2nd TAF. 486(NZ) Sqn in the air.
	Light damage

	Woensdrecht (Netherlands)
	JG 77
	Five Spitfire squadrons, 2nd TAF, all in the air
	No effect

	Ursel (B.67) (Belgium)
	JG 1
	Spitfire squadrons, 2nd TAF
	Medium damage


[edit] Aftermath




Allied airfield after the attack.

A total of 495 Allied aircraft were damaged or destroyed. Most of the targeted airfields remained out of action for up to two weeks following the attack. Due to Allied fighter counter-attacks, and surprisingly numerous Allied anti-aircraft guns — intended to prevent V-1 attacks — the Luftwaffe lost 280 aircraft, 271 of which were fighters or fighter-bombers, with a further 69 aircraft damaged. Allied fighters claimed 62 destroyed, Allied anti-aircraft guns claimed 88, and 84 were lost to friendly fire. (Due to the secrecy required for the mission, German flak commanders had not been briefed on the mission and the crews opened fire on their own planes, both on the way to and from the targets.)

While "a bold stroke",[13] achieving tactical surprise, it was undone by poor execution and low pilot skill.[9] The Luftwaffe lost 143 pilots killed and missing, while 70 were captured and 21 pilots wounded, including three Geschwaderkommodore, five Gruppekommandeure, and 14 Staffelkapitäne.[14] - the largest single-day loss for the Luftwaffe[6] Thus, Bodenplatte was a very short-term success but a long-term failure, for while Allied losses were soon made up (within weeks), lost Luftwaffe aircraft and pilots were irreplaceable, leaving the Luftwaffe "weaker than ever and incapable of mounting any major attack again".[15] Bodenplatte was the final major Luftwaffe offensive in World War II.





A Focke-Wulf Fw 190D-9 of 10./JG54 (Leutnant Theo Nibel), downed by a partridge which flew into the radiator near Brussels on January 1st 1945.

[16] 

[edit] Y-29
One notable failed attack was on the airstrip at Asch. The leader of the 487th squadron, 352nd Fighter Group, Lt. Colonel John Meyer, anticipated German activity and had a flight of twelve P-51s about to take off on a combat patrol when the attack began. They took off under fire, and with the help of eight P-47s of the 366th (already in the air), the 487th shot down 23 German fighters out of 61 attackers. Several pilots made 'Ace' status that day; two had four confirmed kills apiece. No P-51s were lost, two were damaged, and one P-51 was damaged on the ground. The 336th Fighter Group lost 3 P-47s shot down[17], two of the pilots were uninjured, the third, 2./Lt Brunetti, was killed by a Bf 109[5]
The unit was awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation, the only one awarded to a fighter group in Northern Europe.[18] The 366th was credited with eight kills, and anti-aircraft guns with seven more, though some double-counting is likely. Luftwaffe records indicate JG 11 lost 28 fighters. Four German pilots (two were wounded) made it back to German-held territory, while four were captured, the remaining twenty were killed[19]
Of the German pilots killed that day was Günther Specht, a 34 victory ace. Pilot Officer Dave Johnson had claimed he destroyed a Bf 109 over Y-29 and that the Messerschmitt had "belly landed" not far from the field. After being shot down himself, Johnson then drove over to the wreck. The Bf 109 was still intact, but the pilot was dead. Johnson claimed that the dead pilot's Identification Card named him as a Lieutenant Colonel (Oberst) Specht. The claim has been disproven by German records that indicate Specht flew Focke-Wulf Fw 190 Wknr. 205033, and that he was ranked as a Major. Johnson's actual victim that day was Oberleutnant August Engel[20].

According to JG 11 records the following were lost[19]:

	Name  


	Rank  


	Unit  


	Aircraft Type  


	Wnr  


	Number  


	Fate  


	Cause  



	Günther Specht
	Major
	Stab./JG 11
	Fw 190A-9
	205033
	Black 4
	MIA
	unknown

	Sophus Schmidt
	Unteroffizer
	Stab./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	737946
	unknown
	MIA
	unknown

	Alwin Doppler
	Leutnant
	2./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	680728
	Black 8
	KIA
	shot down by P-51/P-47

	Heinrich Wiethoff
	Fahnenjunker
	3./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	171742
	White 10
	MIA
	shot down by P-51/P-47

	Günther Hoffmann
	Unteroffizer
	Stab II./JG 11
	Bf 109K-4
	331510
	unknown
	MIA
	shot down by P-51/P-47

	Herbert Huss
	Unteroffizer
	6./JG 11
	Bf 109K-4
	330474
	Black 3
	POW
	shot down by P-51/P-47

	Peter Reschke
	Feldwebel
	6./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14
	785119
	Black 5
	KIA
	AAA/shot down by P-51/P-47

	Herbert Kraschinski
	Feldwebel
	7./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14/AS
	785787
	Yellow 3
	KIA
	unknown

	Harald Schwartz
	Feldwebel
	7./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14
	785751
	Yellow 5
	KIA
	crashed into trees evading AAA

	August Engel
	Oberleutnant
	8./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14
	784958
	Blue 14
	KIA
	shot down by P-47 of 366th FG

	Franz Meindl
	Oberfeldwebel
	8./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14
	784765
	Blue 11
	MIA
	unknown

	Alfred Tempel
	Feldwebel
	8./JG 11
	Bf 109G-14
	785770
	Blue 3
	POW
	unknown

	Horst-Gunther von Fassong
	Hauptmann
	Stab III./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	682792
	Blue 8
	MIA
	shot down by P-47 of 366th FG

	Gunther Vowinckel
	Major
	Stab III./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	960552
	Blue 4
	MIA
	unknown

	Hans Fiedler
	Oberleutnant
	Stab III./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	739250
	Yellow 9
	POW
	AAA Fire

	Gerhard Neumann
	Leutnant
	Stab III./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	737932
	Yellow 2
	POW
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Armin Mehling
	Unteroffizer
	Stab III./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	unknown
	unknown
	Returned-turned over on landing
	P-47 of 366th FG

	Gerhard Bohm
	Gefreiter
	9./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	172663
	White 3
	MIA
	P-51 of 352nd FG

	Kurt Nussle
	Unteroffizer
	9./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	734007
	White 13
	KIA
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Walther Gattner
	Unteroffizer
	10./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	732208
	Black 3
	MIA
	unknown

	Xaver Giese
	Oberfeldwebel
	10./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	733970
	Black 11
	MIA
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Ernst Noreisch
	Unteroffizer
	10./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	961063
	Black 10
	KIA
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Karl-Heinz Sistenich
	Oberfeldwebel
	11./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	738231
	Yellow 6
	MIA
	unknown

	Robert Spreckels
	Oberfeldwebel
	11./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	unknown
	unknown
	WIA - Returned. Bailed out near Aachen
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Paul-Heinrich Dahne
	Oberleutnant
	12./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	unknown
	unknown
	Returned - Bailed outover German territory
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Hermann Barion
	Unteroffizer
	12./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	738271
	Yellow 6
	KIA
	AAA Fire

	Karl Hiller
	Oberfeldwebel
	12./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	960298
	Blue 11
	POW
	shot down P-51/P-47

	Karl Milkreiter
	Unteroffizer
	12./JG 11
	Fw 190A-8
	732210
	Blue 15
	MIA
	shot down P-51/P-47


[edit] Total Allied Aerial Losses
Allied aerial casualties directly related to Bodenplatte[21]:

	Name  


	Rank  


	Unit  


	Aircraft Type  


	Serial  


	Code  


	Fate  


	Cause  



	Howard P. Gibboms
	Flight Lieutenant
	168 Squadron RAF
	Hawker Typhoon
	MN486
	QC-D
	KIA
	shot down by JG 3 Fw 190s

	Don Webber
	Flying Officer
	183 Squadron RCAF
	Hawker Typhoon
	EK497
	HF-?
	KIA
	shot down in error by 352nd P-51

	Waclaw Chojnacki
	Flight Lieutenant
	308 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MJ281
	ZF-P
	KIA
	shot down by JG 1 Fw 190s

	Stanislaw Bednarczyk
	Warrant Officer
	308 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK756
	ZF-?
	Uninjured
	shot down by JG 1 Fw 190s

	Josef Stanowski
	Flight Sergeant
	308 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK888
	ZF-?
	Uninjured
	ran out of fuel

	Tadeusz Szlenkier
	Flying Officer
	308 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK888
	ZF-?
	Uninjured
	ran out of fuel

	Stanislaw Breyner
	Sergeant
	308 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK346
	ZF-K
	Uninjured
	ran out of fuel

	Tadeusz Powierza
	Sergeant
	317 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK190
	ZH-P
	KIA
	shot down by JG 1 Fw 190s

	Zenobeusz Wdowczynski
	Warrant Officer
	317 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MJ883
	JH-R
	Uninjured
	ran out of fuel

	Czeslaw Mroczyk
	Flight Lieutenant
	317 Squadron (Polish)
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK948
	JH-Y
	Uninjured
	shot down by JG 1 Fw 190s

	L Rose
	Sergeant
	329 Squadron
	Supermarine Spitfire
	NH541
	5A-?
	Uninjured
	engine trouble

	David Harling
	Flight Lieutenant
	416 Squadron
	Supermarine Spitfire
	SM304
	DN-?
	KIA
	shot down by JG 26 Fw 190D-9

	Peter Wilson
	Flight Lieutenant
	438 Squadron
	Hawker Typhoon
	PD556
	F3-Q
	KIA
	shot down by JG 3 Fw 190D-9

	Ross Keller
	Flying Officer
	438 Squadron
	Hawker Typhoon
	PD503
	F3-R
	KIA
	strafed and killed during take-off JG 3 Fw 190s

	Hugh Fraser
	Flying Officer
	439 Squadron
	Hawker Typhoon
	RB281
	5V-X
	uninjured
	damaged by JG 6 Bf 109. Wheels up landing at Volkel airfield[22]

	Samuel Angelini
	Flying Officer
	439 Squadron
	Hawker Typhoon
	MN589
	5V-?
	KIA
	shot down by JG 6[23]

	Len Wilson
	Flying Officer
	442 Squadron
	Supermarine Spitfire
	NH369
	Y2-F
	uninjured
	shot down by JG 6

	Don Gordon
	Flight Lieutenant
	442 Squadron
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MH728
	Y2-?
	WIA
	shot down by JG 6

	Donald Brigden
	Flying Officer
	442 Squadron
	Supermarine Spitfire
	MK420
	Y2-?
	KIA
	shot down by JG 6

	William Whisner
	Captain
	487 Fighter Squadron, 352 Fighter Group
	P-51 Mustang
	44-14237
	HO-W
	uninjured
	fighter crippled by JG 11 - made "wheels down" landing[24]
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	Dean Huston
	First Lieutenant
	487 Fighter Squadron, 352 Fighter Group
	P-51 Mustang
	44-14801
	HO-L
	uninjured
	minor damage

	James Hall
	Second Lieutenant
	366 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG53 Bf 109

	Dofel Brunetti
	Second Lieutenant
	366 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	42-28565
	unknown
	KIA
	shot down by JG53 Bf 109

	William Schubert
	First Lieutenant
	367/358 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG53 Bf 109

	David Johnson Jr
	Flight Officer
	366 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	42-76176
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG11

	John Feeney
	First Lieutenant
	366 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG11

	John Kennedy
	Second Lieutenant
	390 Fighter Group
	P-47 Thunderbolt
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG11

	D.K Neil
Other crew: Crew Sgt. Owen Stafford WIA; William Fletcher KIA
	Lieutenant
	125 Liaison Squadron
	Stinson Vigilant
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG4

	Pilot and Observer
	unknown
	27th Field Artillery
	Artillery Spotter
	unknown
	unknown
	both KIA
	shot down by JG53

	Pilot and Observer
	unknown
	XX. Art Corps
	Artillery Spotter
	unknown
	unknown
	KIA
	shot down by JG53

	? Harvey
	unknown
	A.D.L.S Flight
	Auster
	unknown
	unknown
	uninjured
	shot down by JG53 (bailed out) 




[edit] Total German Losses
German casualties related directly to Bodenplatte[26]:

	Unit
	KIA or MIA
	POW
	wounded
	Average number of aircraft deployed
	Percentage of staff lost

	I./JG 1
	7
	3
	
	
	

	II./JG 1
	10
	1
	1
	
	

	III./JG 1
	1
	2
	
	
	

	
	18
	6
	1
	80
	31%

	Stab./JG 2
	
	1
	
	
	

	I./JG 2
	9
	6
	1
	
	

	II./JG 2
	3
	1
	1
	1
	

	III./JG 2
	10
	3
	2
	
	

	
	22
	11
	4
	90
	31%

	I./JG 3
	3
	5
	
	
	

	III./JG 3
	3
	
	2
	
	

	IV./JG 3
	4
	1
	
	
	

	
	10
	6
	2
	70
	26%

	I./JG 4
	3
	
	
	
	

	II./JG 4
	8
	3
	1
	
	

	III./JG 4
	1
	
	
	
	

	IV./JG 4
	6
	2
	
	
	

	
	18
	5
	1
	55
	42%

	Stab./JG 6
	
	1
	
	
	

	I./JG 6
	4
	1
	1
	
	

	II./JG 6
	5
	2
	
	
	

	III./JG 6
	6
	3
	
	
	

	
	15
	7
	1
	70
	33%

	Stab./JG 11
	2
	
	
	
	

	I./JG 11
	4
	
	
	
	

	II./JG 11
	6
	2
	
	
	

	III./JG 11
	9
	2
	
	
	

	
	21
	4
	
	65
	38%

	I./JG 26
	5
	3
	2
	
	

	II./JG 26
	4
	4
	1
	
	

	III./JG 26
	3
	1
	1
	
	

	
	12
	8
	4
	160
	38%

	I./JG 27
	6
	1
	
	
	

	II./JG 27
	1
	1
	
	
	

	III./JG 27
	2
	
	1
	
	

	IV./JG 27
	2
	1
	
	
	

	
	11
	3
	1
	85
	18%

	II./JG 53
	5
	2
	1
	
	

	III./JG 53
	
	
	2
	
	

	IV./JG 53
	5
	2
	1
	
	

	
	10
	4
	4
	50
	36%

	III./JG 54
	5
	4
	1
	17
	60%

	IV./JG 54
	2
	1
	
	25
	12%

	
	7
	5
	1
	
	

	I./JG 77
	2
	1
	
	
	

	II./JG 77
	1
	1
	
	
	

	III./JG 77
	3
	3
	
	
	

	
	6
	5
	
	105
	10%

	Est./JG 104
	
	1
	
	3
	

	Total (day fighters)
	150
	65
	19
	875
	

	Stab./SG 4
	1
	
	
	
	

	III./SG 4
	2
	1
	
	
	

	
	3
	1
	
	
	

	FlüG 1
	1
	
	
	
	

	NJG 1
	9
	2
	
	
	

	NJG 3
	3
	1
	
	
	

	NJG 101
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	13
	3
	
	
	

	KG (J) 51
	2
	
	
	
	

	Total (other units)
	19
	4
	
	
	

	Grand Total
	169
	69
	19
	
	


[edit] Jagdgeschwader 27
JG 27s losses on 1 January 1945 numbered 18 pilots overall. However only 15 pilots of this unit were lost as a direct result of Bodenplatte[27].

	Name  


	Rank  


	Unit  


	Aircraft Type  


	Wnr  


	Number  


	Fate  


	Cause  



	Braun, HeinrichHeinrich Braun
	Unteroffizier
	2./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 344
	
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire

	Diesing, ArnoArno Diesing
	Gefreiter
	4./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 395
	
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire

	Dudeck, Hanns-HeinzHanns-Heinz Dudeck
	Hauptmann (Gruppenkommandeur)
	Stab IV./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-14
	490 644
	White 3
	POW
	unknown

	Fink, FerdinandFerdinand Fink
	Unteroffizier
	1./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-14
	462 677
	White 17
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire

	Frickmann, HeinrichHeinrich Frickmann
	Unteroffizier
	11./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	332 314
	Yellow 4
	KIA
	flew into trees avoiding AAA Fire

	Gäbel, GertGert Gäbel
	Feldwebel
	3./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 502
	Yellow 1
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire

	Gisevius, PetermichelPetermichel Gisevius
	Unteroffizier
	7./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-14/AS
	785882
	White 1
	KIA
	shot down by Spitfire, 403 Sqdn

	Härtlein, JohannesJohannes Härtlein
	Unteroffizier
	7./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-14/AS
	780319
	White 7
	POW
	AAA

	Heymann, ErichErich Heymann
	Obergefreiter
	10./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 377
	Red 4
	MIA
	unknown

	Mannchen, AlfredAlfred Mannchen
	Feldwebel
	16./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-10
	130 361
	Blue 2
	KIA
	unknown

	Maus, HeinrichHeinrich Maus
	Unteroffizier
	12./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	
	
	wounded
	unknown

	Rehak, KarlKarl Rehak
	Unteroffizier
	13./JG 27
	Bf 109 G-10
	490 702
	White 10
	KIA
	unknown

	Stechow, Joachim vonJoachim von Stechow
	Leutnant
	2./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 401
	Red 5
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire

	Theisen, OttoOtto Theisen
	Fähnrich
	2./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	331 493
	Red 8
	POW
	AAA

	Wiese, HeinrichHeinrich Wiese
	Leutnant (Staffelkapitän)
	11./JG 27
	Bf 109 K-4
	330 285
	Red 1
	KIA
	shot down Spitfire


A further fighter was destroyed; that of Oberleutnant Eberhard Schade (Kdr) in and unidentified Bf 109. He had collided with a Spitfire and crash landed at Rheine airfield in German-held territory[28].

[edit] Jagdgeschwader 104 (Einsatzstaffel)
	Name  


	Rank  


	Unit  


	Aircraft Type  


	Wnr  


	Number  


	Fate  


	Cause  



	Schmoll, HeinzHeinz Schmoll
	Oberfähnrich
	(Est.) 1./JG 104
	
	
	
	POW
	unknown


[edit] Schlachtgeschwader 4
Losses as a result of Bodenplatte[29].

	Name  


	Rank  


	Unit  


	Aircraft Type  


	Wnr  


	Number  


	Fate  


	Cause  



	Druschel, AlfredAlfred Druschel
	Oberst
	Stab./SG 4
	Fw 190F-4
	584 400
	
	MIA
	AAA Fire

	Fye, RudolfRudolf Fye
	Feldwebel
	9./SG 4
	Fw 190F-4
	584 233
	Brown 12
	KIA
	shot down by 366th FG P-47

	Heinz, RichardRichard Heinz
	Feldwebel
	7./SG 4
	Fw 190F-4
	586 450
	White 3
	MIA
	unknown

	Schmieder, HansHans Schmieder
	Oberfeldwebel
	7./SG 4
	Fw 190F-4
	933 433
	Yellow 14
	POW
	unknown


The unit lost a further 2 Fw 190F-4s destoyed. Unteroffizers George Rischbieter and Hermann Gottschalk crashlanded in German held territory, the former as a result of engine failure. Both survived uninjured[30].

[edit] Galland's alternative - the "Big Blow"
Adolf Galland, holding the office of Commander of Germany's Fighter Force (General der Jagdflieger), argued strenuously against Operation Baseplate. Galland envisioned striking a "Big Blow" (Große Schlag) against the Allied bombers, which he saw as a greater threat and less replaceable by the enemy. Throughout 1944, Galland strove to accumulate a large reserve of men and aircraft to attack the bomber raids in massive waves. Galland argued this would cause far fewer pilot casualties then the offensive sweeps of Operation Baseplate, as German pilots forced to bail out or crash land would do so over Germany, and therefore be able to fly again. In late 1944 and early 1945, the main concern of the Luftwaffe was not a lack of aircraft, it was a serious shortage of experienced pilots.

Following the operation, Galland and other high-ranking pilots and commanders of the Luftwaffe joined in the so-called "Fighter Pilots Conspiracy", in which they protested the pointless sacrifice of so many valuable men and machines. They were also protesting against the constant barrage of abuse being unjustly thrown at the pilots of the Jagdwaffe by their Commander-In-Chief, Reichsmarschall Hermann Göring. The high-ranking officers who joined in this protest were mostly removed from their positions and either sent back to combat units or sent into exile out of the front lines. Galland himself was removed by Göring as Commander of Germany's Fighter Force and, after having to endure a couple of weeks of forced leave, was reluctantly offered a posting as a front-line fighter pilot in command of an Me 262 unit, which Galland was to call JV 44.[31]
[edit] Operation Hermann
Following the raids, the Allies retrieved several log-books from crashed German aircraft. In several of these, the entry "Auftrag Hermann 1.1. 1945, Zeit: 9.20 Uhr" was translated as "Operation Hermann to commence on 1 January 1945, at 9:20am." This led the Allies to believe the operation itself was named Hermann, and named for the Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe, Hermann Göring.[32] In fact, the word "Hermann" was a standard term for the time of the attack, similar to the term "H-Hour" in Allied terminology.

[edit] References
[edit] Notes
1. ^ Peszke 1980, p. 134 

2. ^ Agreement #4 of the 11 June 1940 between the United Kingdom and Poland recognised the Polish Navy and Army as sovereign but that of the Air Force was refused. Agreement #7 reversed this decision in June 1944, and the Polish Air Force was "returned" to full Polish jurisdiction (with the exception of combat assignments, although the Poles retained the right to veto). 

3. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 276-277; figures from Luftwaffe order of battle strength report, 1 January 1945. records 

4. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 272 

5. ^ a b Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 290: 31 Allied aircraft were lost. However four ran out of fuel, one was lost through engine trouble and another was lost to friendly fire 

6. ^ a b c Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 273 

7. ^ 13 Kommodore, 5 Kommandeure and 14 Staffelkapitäne were lost. 

8. ^ Caldwell, 1991, p. 311 

9. ^ a b Johnson, Wing Leader, p.272-3. 

10. ^ Situation report entry for January 2, 1945 in the Wehrmacht War Diary, ISBN 3-88199-073-9 

11. ^ For Luftwaffe unit designations and content see Luftwaffe Organization 

12. ^ The Allied forces used alpha-numeric designations for airfields (captured from the Luftwaffe or built by Allied forces) in Europe. Prefixes were A (American) and B (British) 

13. ^ Johnson, Wing Leader, p.272. 

14. ^ Note: It needs to be emphasised that Geschwaderkommodore (roughly equal to RAF Group Captain and USAAF Colonel) Gruppenkommandeur (RAF Wing Leader/USAAF Lieutenant Colonel) and Staffelkapitän (RAF Squadron Leader/USAAF Major) denoted position not rank; the Luftwaffe generally allowed officers of lower rank than the RAF and USAAF equivalents to take command postings. For example Adolph Galland became a Geschwaderkommodore while holding the rank of Major, the rough equivalent of a Squadron Leader in the RAF. 

15. ^ Weinberg, A World At Arms, p.769 

16. ^ Caldwell, 1991, p. 312 

17. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 148 

18. ^ The Legend of Y-29 

19. ^ a b "Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 281." 

20. ^ The similar but differing meaning of Oberleutnant and Oberst may have contibuted to the miss-understanding. It is not clear whether Johnson himself said Specht's name was on the ID card. Johnson passed away in 1976 and the authors were unable to confirm this; Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 149. 

21. ^ Manrho & Putz 2004, p. 291. 

22. ^ Note: According to the 439 Sqn. log Fraser claimed two German aircraft shot down.Squadron Log 1 January 1945Retrieved: 3 February 2008 

23. ^ 439 Sqn Book of RememberanceRetrieved: 3 February 2008 

24. ^ Whisner's Combat LogRetrieved: 3 February 2008 

25. ^ Manrho & Pütz confirm Whisner engaged enemy aircraft after being hit. Despite damage from 20mm fire which destroyed some of his control surfaces Whisner destroyed two Bf 109s and two Fw 190s, p. 290. 

26. ^ Girbig, p. 229-230. 

27. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 282-283. 

28. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 282. 

29. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 284. 

30. ^ Manrho & Pütz 2004, p. 284. 

31. ^ Note: An account of the "Conspiracy" and its aftermath can be found in Forsythe, 1996. p. 47 to 93. 

32. ^ Johnson, in Wing Leader, goes so far as to presume Göring himself planned it, p.269. 

[edit] Bibliography
· Bekker, Cajus. Angriffshöhe 4000. ISBN 3-453-87098-0 

· Caldwell, Don.JG 26; Top Guns of the Luftwaffe. New York: Ballantine Books, 1991. ISBN 0-8041-1050-6 

· Forsythe, Robert. JV 44; The Galland Circus. Burgess Hill, West Sussex, UK: Classic Publications, 1996. ISBN 0-9526867-0-8 

· ,Girbig, Werner. Start im Morgengrauen. Germany: Pietsch-Verlag Paul Pietsch Verlage GmbH + Co, 1997. ISBN 3-613-01292-8 

· Manrho, John, Putz, Ron. Bodenplatte: The Luftwaffe's Last Hope–The Attack on Allied Airfields, New Year's Day 1945. Ottringham, United Kingdom: Hikoki Publications, 2004. ISBN 1-902109-40-6 

· Peszke, Michael Alfred. "A Synopsis of Polish-Allied Military Agreements During World War Two", Military Affairs, v 44, n3 (Oct. 1980), pp. 128-134. 

· Prien, Jochen & Stemmer, Gerhard. Jagdgeschwader 3 "Udet" in World War II. Atlgen, Germany: Schiffer Military History, 2002. ISBN 0-7643-1681-8 

· Weinberg, Gerhard. A World At Arms, Cambridge University Press: 2 edition, 2005, ISBN 978-05216182-6-7 

· Zaloga, Steven J., Gerrard, Howard. Battle of the Bulge (2). London: Osprey Publishing, 2004. ISBN 1-84176-810-3 

[edit] External links
· Operation Bodenplatte article from Flight Journal, giving two pilots view of the events. 

· Squadron Log 1 January 1945 

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unternehmen_Bodenplatte"

     [image: image85.png]


[image: image86][image: image87][image: image88][image: image89][image: image90][image: image91][image: image92][image: image93][image: image94][image: image95][image: image96][image: image97][image: image98][image: image99][image: image100][image: image101][image: image102]
