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When the polls closed on November 5, 2002 in Maine’s 2nd District, a seasoned blue-collar work and state legislator was the new U.S. House Representative. Democrat Michael Michaud edged out Republican candidate Kevin Raye by four percentage points. Despite the fact that the 2nd District is a vast, sparsely populated region that relies heavily on agricultural industry for economy, the Congressional race was heated and closely watched. With a 52% lead over Raye’s 48%, Mike Michaud was one of the few Democrats to hold a tossup open seat in the House 2002 election,
 after Democrat Rep. John Baldacci abandoned the seat to run for governor. 

Stretching out over 26,000 square miles, the 2nd District makes for formidable amounts of campaign traversing. Yet, like all Congressional districts, the 2nd picks its representative every two years. Because of its size as the largest Congressional district east of the Mississippi, the 2nd stretches from the Canadian border in the northern and western edges of Maine to the rugged shores. 71% of 2nd District residents live in rural, densely forested areas, and 96.7% are white individuals – 11.5% of whom claim French roots. While some Bar Harbor residents can claim the most exclusive vacation homes in the country, the majority of the district’s 607,987 residents live middle-class lives. Although the average household income is $32,678, the 2nd district suffers from a staggering 32% unemployment rate and household poverty eclipses 13%.
  Although the region produces cash-crops in blueberries, potatoes and lumber, and relies heavily on agricultural trade, the lumber industry has been restricted by environmental concerns, and the passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) precipitated the exportation of more than 22,000 district jobs to Canada.
 The impact of foreign trade on the district’s forestry, farming and manufacturing industries has proved to be a contentious issue in campaigns where nearly 30% of workers are blue-collar. 
 Politically, the 2nd District is on fire. Apart from the existence of a strong independent base, and moderate-to-conservative Democratic voting trends, voter participation is above the national average. In 2000, 80% of eligible voters were registered and 69% of these voted.
 Moreover, the Congressional district has served as a springboard to the Senate for three of the last four House members who served.
  

After Rep. John Baldacci (D-ME) announced in March 2001 that he would “stick to a pledge to serve just four House terms,” 
 run for governor of Maine and abandon his office as U.S. House representative for the 2nd District in time for the November 2002 elections. His vacancy sparked a competitive open seat race. Since Rep. Baldacci consistently earned 72% voter support in elections beginning with his win in 1994, and GOP Sen. Olympia Snowe represented the 2nd for 16 years prior to Baldacci, 
 the emergence of a crowded race was no surprise to pundits. Six months after Baldacci announced the open seat, the 2nd District faced a six-way Democratic and a four-way Republican primary. As the House candidates lined up, political insiders anticipated that the 2nd District would be one of the most closely watched contests in 2002. On this particular election year, a technicality in Maine’s constitution pushed redistricting back to 2003, and held 2nd District lines in place. Pundits were particularly struck by the ultimate candidate match-up that cleared the June 11th primary. Described as a “forklift driver who opposes abortion” by the Washington Post,
 Democrat Michael Michaud would emerge from the primary as the candidate who appealed to blue-collar workers, rural voters and conservative Democrats. His Republican challenger, Kevin Raye, promoted his pro-choice views to women, urban voters, and the independent base. Of the match-up, Roll Call remarked that no other recent competitive House race "has featured … a host of … ideological contrasts and (a) balanced partisan makeup of the seat, (which) should make for a tight race."
 Indeed, such a “mix … (left) both (partisan) parties baffled as to who will win.”
  As the GOP held a narrow majority in the U.S. House of Representatives prior to the 2002 elections, Democratic strategists, who sought to regain control of the House, needed to keep Republicans from claiming the 2nd District. Yet, the distinction of a pro-life Democrat in a race with a pro-choice Republican upset political norms and generated completely different responses from each camp. Raye’s campaign manager, Kathie Summers commented to press that “(Raye) fits the profile of the district – that he’s pro-choice and pro-gun,” and the 2nd District had not elected a pro-life House member since Roe v. Wade was decided in 1973. Perhaps, this bit of trivia convinced Mr. Michaud to “steer … away from the issue” of abortion and “(focus) on union members, sportsmen, health care and seniors” instead.
 

Michael Michaud began his political career after he “watched the river behind the mill (where he worked) grow more and more polluted.” Aware that the Great Northern Paper Mill in East Millinocket was responsible for the pollution, Michaud “didn't want to harm the very place that provided (him) and so many of (his) neighbors with a comfortable living,” but knew “there had to be a better way to do business without ruining … lakes and rivers.”
 “Rather than sit back and complain about (the pollution), I decided to run for the legislature,” Michaud said. 
  The blue-collar worker first ran for and won a seat in the Maine House of Representatives in 1980. He advanced to the Senate in 1994. For six years, he then served as chairman of the Appropriations Committee. In 2000, he became President pro tempore of the Maine Senate. In addition to 22 years of public service in the state legislature with seven terms in the House and four in the Senate, Michaud worked for the same paper mill that employed his father and grandfather. Located near his hometown of Medway, Michaud began work at the mill upon graduating from high school in 1973 and kept working through his years as a state legislator.
  Although Michaud did not attend college, he later received an honorary doctorate in public service from Unity College and is also a graduate of Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government Program for Senior Executives in State and Local Government. 
  

During his Congressional campaign, Michaud took unpaid leave from the mill, but retained his membership with the Local 1037 of the Paper, Allied-Industrial, Chemical and Energy (PACE) Worker International Union. During public appearances, Michaud often wore his PACE shirt and told personal stories of how he owned the same lunchbox for 28 years, and commuted back and forth between his job in Augusta as state Senate President and his job in Millinocket on the mill floor. “When you hear politicians talking about how they know … how you’re struggling, quite frankly I don’t think a lot of them … have had to punch the time clock,” said Michaud to a group of union workers.
 The strength of Michaud’s personal stories as a mill worker, and ties with the local union helped him to secure an endorsement from the Maine AFL-CIO, a federation of 21 unions in the state representing 36,000 dues-paying members. (Michaud got GOTV support from labor that made a difference in the campaign.) In his stump speech, Michaud told crowds that he would “only make two promises (that) no one (would) work harder to represent the interests of working families and (he would) never forget where (he) came from.” 
 During his years as a state legislator, Michaud earned a reputation for “mastering the minutiae of state government,” being a skilled negotiator,
 and for his co-sponsorship of Maine Rx, which requires drug companies to lower the prices they charge some Maine residents.
 One former state senator expressed that Michaud demonstrated that government should be conservative with spending and careful with promises. However, Michaud’s support for a number of proposed limits on abortion and opposition in 1997 to legislation that prohibited discrimination against gays and lesbians
  muddled his image as a Maine Democrat and gave competing candidates an edge with groups that support abortion and gay rights. As the only union member in the race, Michaud concentrated on deepening connections with working families by campaigning on promises to introduce a federal bill modeled on Maine Rx,
 and lead Congress in terminating fast-track trade negotiating policy that Michaud believes has triggered unemployment and job exportation to Canada. 
  

With his campaign slogan “I’m One of Us, Working for Us,” Mike Michaud attempted to contrast his blue-collar background with GOP candidate Kevin Raye’s Washington experience.
 As the son of an electrician and a schoolteacher, Raye boasted of his own “populist pedigree”
 in his campaign, but the 40 year old native of Brewer in Down East promoted his years of experience in Washington working for the popular Republican Sen. Olympia Snowe as reason enough to elect him for the House. Kevin Raye began working with Sen. Snowe in 1977 as a high school student for her first bid for Congress. After graduating from Bates College in Lewiston, Maine, Raye worked as then-Rep. Snowe’s district director, served on the Maine Republican State Committee and the Brewer Republican City Committee from 1987 to 1994. During Snowe’s U.S. Senate bid in 1994, Raye served as her finance chairman, and became her chief of staff, serving for six years until he returned to Maine for his House bid. Promising to be “Ready on Day One,” Raye hoped that his campaign theme and record of public service in Washington would continue what Raye called a Maine tradition of electing dedicated public servants like Senators Snowe and Collins. To voters, Raye focused on his work for Sen. Snowe as a case worker to understand the issues important to the 2nd District. On the issue of improving jobs and the economy, Raye proposed support for the “three F’s” (forestry, fishing and farming) and bringing technology and research to rural areas. 
  Homeland security, education and health care were also major campaign issues.
 In contrast with Michaud, the Brewer Republican never took a position on the fast-track policy, and maintained a pro-choice platform that gave Raye a unique appeal among some Democratic voters. 
On June 14, 2001, Kevin Raye announced that he was running for Congress and uttered his campaign slogan that, “with (his) experience in Maine and in Washington, (he) will be ready on Day One to fight for Maine." 
  Two days earlier, Maine State Senator Richard Bennett (R) announced - and one month later retracted - his interest in running.
 In the ensuing months, eleven candidates for the House seat “(traveled the enormous district, trying to gain name recognition, support and money,” reported the Portland Press Herald.
 With the emergence of a crowded race featuring candidates that each had strong ties with the district, pundits could not determine the primary front-runner, but resorted to dividing the candidates into tiers. Among the six candidates fighting to win the Democratic nomination were Mike Michaud, state Sen. Susan Longley, the daughter of the prominent former Maine governor James Longley, Sean Faircloth, a former state senator, John Nutting, a state senator and dairy farmer, American University professor and human rights candidate Lori Handrahan, who frequently attacked Michaud for his pro-life record and former USAid employee David A. Costello. Of these, four had promise: union-backed Michaud faced serious challenges from fellow state Sens. John Nutting and Susan Longley, and former state Sen. Sean Faircloth
 who won endorsements from Maine author Stephen King and CBS humorist Tim Sample,
 and demonstrated a lead in a Christensen McDevitt (D) poll conducted for Faircloth early in the primary. However, the same poll found that 34% of the 400 likely Democratic primary voters surveyed in January 2002 were undecided.
 

The race for the GOP nomination began with four candidates: Kevin Raye, Tim Woodcock, who once worked for former U.S. Senator William S. Cohen, state Rep. Stavos Mendros and construction company owner Dick Campbell. Although experts believed that the winner of the primary would only need a plurality,
 Raye and Woodcock, both former Senate aides, emerged early as the serious contenders for the primary, which set the stage for the contest to be dubbed the “battle of the Senate staffers.” NRCC (?) spokesperson Lea Anne McBride believed that the “landscape (was) prime for a Republican pickup” of the district.
 Some observing Republicans, however, expressed concern about Raye’s pro-choice politics turning off conservative voters if Raye were to move ahead as the GOP nominee.
 

As the June 11th primary neared, the press reported that “radio and television ads (ran) incessantly in the Portland and Bangor media markets” and “national parties and advocacy groups (were) expected to pour money and advertising into the race after the nominees (were) chosen.”
 Mike Michaud relied upon David Petts of Bennett, Petts and Blumenthal to conduct polls, Tom Oppel of Struble Oppel Communications was his media consultant and Bob Doyle raised campaign money. Kevin Raye employed consultants Public Opinion Strategies (R), Wilson Grand Communications (R) and Pound and Feinstein(R) to work on his campaign.
 With contributions being the lifeblood of any political race, political analysts monitored Federal Election Commission reports that detailed what candidates were able to raise in three month intervals. Between January 1st and March 31st - the first quarter of 2002 – Republicans Raye and Woodcock had the greatest success at fundraising and keeping the most cash on hand. Raye led with $152,410 in cash on hand, while Woodcock - with $83,368 - had raised the most. Michaud trailed behind Republicans in money raised, but had $111,712 in cash on hand. 
 As late as May 20th in the second quarter, Michaud with $112,000 in funds raised trailed behind state Sen. John Nutting, who had managed to raise $144,000.
 Even as Mike Michaud struggled to keep up with his challengers, he also denied any wrongdoing concerning the resignation of his state Senate chief of staff, Peter Chandler, after questions were raised about whether he was doing campaign work while on the public payroll.
  
When the primaries had ended, Kevin Raye and Mike Michaud were the House race nominees. However, both fields had tight finishes, as Michaud, with 31% of the vote in the six-way Democratic contest, beat state Sen. Susan Longley by 1,430 votes, or 28%.
 Raye’s win over former Bangor Mayor Tim Woodcock in the four-way GOP contest was by 433 votes, which was narrow enough to evoke a state law mandated automatic vote recount when the margin of victor is 1 percent or less. Although Raye lost 98 votes from his victory pool, Woodcock conceded the race on June 28th before the recount was complete.
  In the time that 38,000 ballots were counted by hand between June 12th and June 28th, two and a half weeks elapsed before Kevin Raye could continue raising money for his campaign.
 In the interests of “(presenting) a united GOP front,” Woodcock threw his support behind Raye to help him defeat the new Democratic nominee Mike Michaud
 who, in the words of the National Rifle Association, was helped by "gun … sportsmen, pro-lifers and labor unions (who) teamed up to help nominate NRA member Michaud.”
 With the primaries behind them, Raye and Michaud each reported having $50,000 in the bank on June 30th, and out-of-state dollars from endorsing PACs were beginning to flow in. 
  

Michaud received $631,505 -- 53% of his campaign funds from political action committees, while Raye received $439,480 -- 39%.
 First on Kevin Raye’s golden rolodex were major corporate banking, oil and wholesale distribution interests who each gave $10,000 or more, while national associations of dentists, realtors, auto dealers, restaurant owners and independent business owners gave $5,000 or more a piece. In total, Raye pulled $242,350 from business sources.
 Raye also received strong financial support for his pro-choice stance on abortion. Generous contributions of $7,500 or more from NARAL Pro-Choice America, the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, Planned Parenthood, and several Republican pro-choice groups netted over $200,000. However, women’s rights groups such as the National Organization of Women, the Women’s Political Committee and EMILY’s List did not donate to the Republican candidate. 
Although the Democratic nominee did not draw major contributions from largely Republican backing pro-life organizations, Mike’s strongest source of income was labor, where his ties with local and state unions helped him net $304,332 in donations from local, state and national sources. Supporters included sources in the Credit Union National Association, AFL-CIO, United Food and Commercial Workers Union, American Federation of Teachers and American Federation of State/County/Municipal Employees, which donated $10,000 or more.
 Contributions from some sources to Michaud’s campaign raised a few eyebrows. A portion of $110,750
 that came from business interests could be traced to the National Rifle Association and Phillip Morris tobacco. This had at least one publication, House Race Hotline, wondering if some Democratic voters in the District "might be put off because Michaud drew support from" the NRA and Phillip Morris tobacco in the primary.
 Another issue arose when the Michaud campaign received a $5,000 contribution from PAC to the Future and Team Majority, two PACs run by then-House Minority Whip Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). When legal concerns shut down Team Majority, Michaud and almost 40 other key Democratic candidates were asked to return contributions made to their campaign amidst questions that connections between Rep. Pelosi’s PACs would qualify them as “affiliated” under federal election guidelines and evoke a combined $5,000 limit on contributions to candidates. As it happened, contributions received from the ‘affiliated’ PACs exceeded the limit set by federal law.
 As the race between Michaud and Raye heated up in Maine’s 2nd District, analysts expected the candidates to eclipse one million dollars in campaign spending
 and voters wondered which candidate best served the needs of the region; on some issues the candidates seemed to share opinions. The Portland Press Herald noted that the candidates shared a similar position on supporting an East-West highway across Maine, opposing NAFTA and privatizing Social Security.
 Both candidates also supported gun-rights, but Michaud won a primary endorsement from the National Rifle Association based on his long voting record of support.
  The Center for Responsible Politics reported that post-primary individual contributions of $200.00 or more to the Michaud campaign totaled $375,338, while Raye edged out with $387,469.
Many prominent political figures helped to enrich the profile of their candidate, raise campaign funds, and elevate the profile of their political party.  For Kevin Raye, his experience working for Sen. Olympia Snowe “(gave him) an instant credibility with people” and provided the context necessary to equate his leadership potential with the “star power” of “the state’s most revered political icon” in his campaign. 
 Although Sen. Snowe never endorsed pro-choice Raye for fear that she might alienate Republicans in her base, she did appear at a fundraising function in Washington, D.C. that raised $50,000.
 Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) and 
 House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL)
 did endorse Raye, however, and House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Bill Thomas (R-CA) and Republican Conference Chairwoman Deborah Pryce (R-OH) hosted a fundraiser for the candidate that fetched $25,000. 
 Yet, the list of politician endorsements would not be complete without handshakes from President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney who appeared in the 2nd District to raise funds for the state GOP and lend support to Raye. Likely referring to Raye’s belief in abortion rights, Bush said that he “appreciate(d) his independent spirit” and looked forward to “having a (GOP) Congress.” 
 President Bush also “twice took jabs at" Mike Michaud "for having said in a debate... that there is no continued threat of terrorism in the United States."
 The comment that the President was referring to had taken place during a televised debate two weeks prior when Michaud expressed concern about the looming war on Iraq saying “I don’t think that back here in the U.S. there is a real threat of more terrorism happening.” Meanwhile, Raye expressed that Bush was working adequately to lay out the case for war.
 A spokesperson for Michaud said Republicans had “taken Michaud's remarks out of context" in that the Democratic nominee meant that “Iraq (did) not pose an immediate terrorist threat to the United States." The communications director at the National Republican Congressional Committee believed that Mike Michaud had "badly stumbled" for suggesting that "the United States was no longer under any threat from a terrorist attack," and believed that Michaud was not "ready for prime time."
 Countering GOP criticism, Michaud’s campaign for Congress won endorsements from Democratic hard-hitters. Among those appearing with Mike Michaud were newly elected Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA),
 Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD),
 Rep. Dick Gephardt (D-MO), and Sen. John Kerry (D-MA).
 Most notably, former President Bill Clinton campaigned with Michaud three weeks before the general election. In Augusta, former President Clinton spoke at a rally organized by state labor groups and drawing a sold out crowd of 6,000 people.
 As the general election drew closer, newspapers throughout the 2nd District endorsed the candidate of their choice. Kevin Raye received endorsements from the Bangor Daily News, published in GOP friendly Bangor,
 and the Portland Press Herald, published in Maine’s corporate business center. The Press Herald believed that Raye would serve Maine well “at home in Washington, working with many people he has known for many years.”
 However, the Lewiston Sun Journal countered that "Raye (had) been entrenched in Washington for nearly his entire adult life, living and working a world apart from Maine and Maine people.” Thus, “we need a representative who knows Mainers because he lives with them, works with them, worships with them…Michael Michaud belongs in Congress and we urge voters to support him." Additionally, the Sun Journal, which is published in heavily Democratic Lewiston, expressed that “his distortion of Michaud’s record in political advertising makes him seem desperate.”
 
Political advertising that the Sun Journal refers to caused quite a stir in Maine. Far removed from positive television ads that discuss the candidate’s accomplishments or introduce family, Michaud and Raye, and their respectful political parties, wrestled over fine points in a television ad that the Maine Republican party ran that questioned Michaud on his voting record as a state Senator. Specifically, the controversial GOP ad shows a grinning Michaud alongside claims that. Michaud’s record on senior issues is so “disturbing” that “the AARP ultimately pulled its support.” The troubling core of the message is that Michaud had “voted to tax Social Security benefits.”
 The Michaud camp responded with a public denouncement of the GOP ad and a television spot of its own that refuted the claims as “a cheap shot” and a “distortion.” Michaud’s response ad claims that Raye “sides with drug companies, opposing a national law cutting prescription drugs costs for seniors.” Threatening legal action, the American Association for Retired Persons (AARP) told the Maine Republican Party to pull the anti-Michaud ad for its "multiple use of the AARP name,” which created the impression that the AARP had 'pulled its support' from Michael Michaud.” AARP explained to the press that the organization “does not endorse any candidate.” 
 A spokesperson for Michaud explained that the GOP ad demonstrates that the Maine Republicans will “do anything to distort Mike's record" and appreciated the AARP for “stepping in.”
 A second wave of advertisements again focused on seniors’ issues. In their second ad against Michaud, the Maine Republican Party claimed that the state Senator’s vote in 1999 to tax Social Security benefits would have cost the “average” Social Security recipient “more than” $500.00 per year. This ad, like the first, was challenged by Michaud, delivering letters to television stations that charged the Republicans with “misleading…the public” to think that Michaud’s vote on the Social Security tax would have impacted “average” recipients. State GOP officials were forced to change the ad by replacing the word “average” with “affected” 
 to indicate that the tax increase would have affected the top 12% of beneficiaries. Following the GOP ad switch, Michaud was forced to change his televised response to the “average” claim after the spot incorrectly told viewers to call Kevin Raye and complain about negative ads that the Maine Republican Party was actually responsible for. 
  With the deluge of ads on Maine television came the realization that Social Security had “become the central issue” in the race. 
 Michaud aides took every available opportunity to frame Raye as a “highly paid ‘Washington insider’ who (would) vote for Republican leadership itching to privatize Social Security.”
 Lighter television ads that ran in Maine included Kevin Raye and his eight brothers, and one with his dad who tells viewers his son has “Maine roots, Washington experience.” In the opposing camp, the Maine Democratic Party ran ads for Mike Michaud.
 One ad features the state senator operating a forklift and punching the clock at the paper mill where he worked. Michaud also promised to deliver prescription drug benefits, protect Medicare and Social Security for seniors.
 On the campaign, Mike Michaud stumped at a rally in Lewiston, joined laid-off forestry workers outside the federal building in Bangor to protest trade policies responsible, he said, for the free fall of the state’s once formidable forest industry, and blasted the fast-track trade authority that prevents Congress from amending trade agreements negotiated by the president. One rally participant told Michaud that he would move north from Maine’s 1st District to the 2nd District in order to vote for what he said was “like trying to elect a co-worker.”
 In the month before the general election, residents throughout the District began receiving advertisements from the National Republican Congressional Committee that attacked Mike Michaud on a number of issues. The political mailings attracted the attention of then-Independent Maine Governor Angus King who questioned the “accuracy and fairness” of “these political tactics.”
 The Bangor Daily News detailed how one voter emerging from the polls on Election Day went with Michaud because “she didn’t get anything anti-Raye and felt that Michaud ran a cleaner campaign.”
  As voters in the 2nd District headed to the polls on November 5, 2002, and the future partisan balance of the U.S. House and Senate was in question, observers were reminded that Mainers tend to ignore national trends and “love to say they vote for the person, not the party.” 
  While some analysts believed that Michaud had a narrow lead,
 Kevin Raye hoped his support for abortion rights would give him an edge to win.
  

At 3:15 am, the telephone rang at the Michaud camp. Kevin Raye conceded defeat and congratulated Michaud. Michaud had won by 4 points (52% - 48%) to hold the seat for the Democrats.
 Union workers in northern mill towns that had supported Michaud during his campaign came out to vote in force on Election Day.
 Michaud can credit his strong work ethic, good relationships with hard working people and solid understanding of the issues facing working families in the 2nd District for having the appeal that he did. As a down-to-earth mill worker and an experienced state legislator, moderate working class people could better identify with the Democrat, whereas Kevin Raye’s campaign lost credibility when it endorsed negative party advertising. Michaud came out the winner, because he presented himself as a genuine person who sought to build bridges instead of burning them. 

After the election, Raye retreated with his family to his hometown of Perry to start a small business,
 and the newly-elected Michaud went to Washington. Kevin Raye managed to spend ($1,118,270) less money, but he raised ($1,130,810) less and loss the election to Michaud who raised ($1,187,462) and spent ($1,178,398) more. Neither candidate was forced to spend more than $500 of personal funds. In an interview conducted by The Hill, newly arrived Rep. Michaud asserted that his understanding of how federal policies impact Maine and his experience punching a time clock at the paper mill would benefit his representative role. Michaud hoped to “do as Rep. Baldacci has done” and “always be available to (his) constituents in Maine.” Among legislative priorities, Baldacci wanted to improve healthcare, make sure that “any future trade agreements are fair to American workers and the environment” and strengthen Social Security.

Shortly after being installed in the House, Rep. Michaud was appointed to the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.
 Prior to arriving on Capitol Hill, Rep. Michaud had hoped to secure this position. Rep. Michaud was also installed on the Small Business and Veterans’ Affairs Committees, and as invited into the “pro-economic growth” New Democrat Coalition.
 As a freshman member of Congress, Rep. Michaud introduced the America Rx Act of 2003. A centerpiece of his campaign for office, Rep. Michaud secured 39 cosponsors for his legislation to create a national version of Maine Rx, which would establish “fairer pricing for prescription drugs for individuals without access to prescription drugs at discounted prices.”  Two days after Rep. Michaud was sworn in on January 7th, 2003 as the 176th person to be a member of Congress from Maine, the mill that he worked for filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection, putting about 1,100 people out of work.
 Rep. Michaud sought assistance from the Secretary of Labor and used resources available under existing laws to help the displaced workers from his hometown access federal unemployment benefits. Congressman Michaud instituted town hall meetings to share information with constituents in need. Frequent news summaries of the Rep. Michaud’s work in Congress for his district can be found on his House website. Back home, the Maine Supreme Judicial Court set new Congressional district boundaries for 2004. Although the political balance of the district was largely left intact, the 2nd District absorption of two Democratic-leaning towns, Waterville and Winslow could benefit incumbent Rep. Michaud.
 With the 2004 elections nearing, Democrats and the GOP have geared up for another fight in the 2nd. GOP analysts believe that Michaud’s narrow win in 2002 over Kevin Raye is an indicator that the District could swing for a Republican challenger in the 2004 election. If analysis of Rep. Michaud’s voting record turns up a controversial vote, or the freshman has been unable to meet campaign promises, then the GOP will have a better chance in 2004. Before January 7, 2004, Rep. Michaud did not have a challenger. Since then, one Republican candidate has emerged. Brian Hamel, President of the Loring Development Authority, is today unchallenged for the June 8th primary. Another possible GOP contender, banker Bob Stone announced his intention to run, but withdrew after Hamel entered the race. 
 Kevin Raye has confirmed that he would not run in 2004, 
 and Tim Woodcock had only expressed interest, but not confirmed another run. With the March 15th deadline to file for candidacy just three weeks away, Republicans admit that Hamel, the lone candidate up against Rep. Michaud is not the “top-tier candidate” they were hoping for. 
  Any likelihood that a GOP candidate with the experience and character necessary to match Rep. Michaud is slim. 

Some political insiders believe that the 2004 election will be the last chance for the GOP to grab the 2nd District before it becomes a Democratic incumbent mainstay.
 Rep. Michaud’s press secretary has said that the freshman is “very confident” about his re-election. 
  Within seven months of taking office, Rep. Michaud had already raised $146,241
 for his reelection, “Mike comes home every weekend, has staff in every county” … and will “run a positive campaign on his accomplishments.” 
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