Cheap Dirty-n-Done swords:

You will need:

1x PVC pipe (1/2" diameter) (red)

1x Pool Noodle (Purple)

1x Roll of blue foam (blue)

1x Unit of adhesive (Spray adhesives like Duro work well, as do Dap and several other contact cements.  Some people like 2-sided carpet tape as well.)

3x pieces of scrap leather, tire-rubber, PVC caps, whatever (used to slow the coring of your sword) (Brown)

Cover material

1x Carpenter's square (makes measureing easier)

Step 1: Cut the PVC to 62 Inches (34 inches for blade, 26 inches for the handle).  Mark it 34 inches from one end (to allow for quillions and/or stabbity).  This is your maximum sized sword.

Step 2: Drop the PVC through your closed hand beside your leg until it hits the ground beside your foot.  Take 2 inches off, Mark that lenght as your ideal length blade, or use 34 inches if thats shorter.  Doing this helps make sure you dont hit the ground when running, and that your sword doesn't drag when stuck into/through a scabbard or belt loop.

Step 3:  Measure 26 inches from the place you marked in step 2.  Make sure you measure away from the blade.  You'll feel stupid if you don't.  Mark this spot and cut there.

Step 4: Slip the pool-noodle over the 'blade' area, and cut it so that it makes the roud PVC into a roughly square shape.  The dimensions of your 'blade' area should now be roughly 3/4" x 3/4" x (your blade).
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Step 5: Measure 2x 3" wide pieces of Blue foam the lenght of your blade area (Blue), 2x pieces roughly 3/4" wide the length of your 'blade' area(Green), 1x piece TWICE the lenght of your plade area PLUS 3 inches(Teal). (Example, your blade is 28 inches long, this piece will be ((28*2)+3=) 59 inches long and about 1-and-a-1/2" Wide.  Goddamn algebra.
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Step 6: Adhere both pieces #blue to each side of the now square core.
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Step 7: Adhere both pieces #Green to the top 'n botton of the 'blade'.  It should look kindas like 'sammich now.  Mnnnn, sammiches.
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Step 8: Put that piece of scrap leather/tire-rubber/penny/coin/whatever onto both ends of the core now.  It should sit on top of the foam.  This keeps the core from pokin' out the end quite so fast.  Dont be cheap with the glue.
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Step 9: Wrap the long piece #c around the flat edge of the sword blade to make it nice 'n smooth 'n flat.
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Step 10: Cut a piece of Pool Noodle about 1-and-a-1/2" long.
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Step 11: Use the pool noodle to trace and cut 2x pieces of blue foam to cap the 'bottom' of the pool noodle.  This is your pommel.  It will only hold up for about 5-6 events, but you can make-em in your car in about 45 seconds.
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Step 12: Glue your 'pommel' to the bottom end.
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Step 13: Cut a 1" wide by 12" long strip of blue foam.  Fold it in half, mark the middle of the folded area (about 3" from each end).
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Step 14: Center the halfway mark onto the core and tape.
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Step 15:  Cover that bad boy.

Step 16: (Optional) - Go beat people with your new foam-stick-of-beating (tm)
