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Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2:14-36)


The first great sermon we find in Acts is from Acts 2:14-36.  Jesus has recently ascended into heaven.  The disciples have just received the Holy Spirit.  But this did not happen quietly.  Instead, the Holy Spirit came on them with the sound of a mighty rushing wind (Acts 2:2).  This drew a crowd.  The crowd consisted of devout Jews from all over the known world (Acts 2:5).  Yet, when they drew near, they each heard the disciples speaking in their own language.  This led to quite a bit of confusion since they recognized the speakers as being Galileans (Acts 2:7-12).  Thus the crowd began to question, and some even mock, what they saw and heard.  At this, Peter spoke.

This first thing Peter addresses is the confusion and mocking.  Some had said that the speakers were drunk.  Peter simply points out that it is too early for that to be the case (15).  Peter then presents a viable alternative.  And he does this by using scripture.  Namely, he uses the prophet Joel to show that God planned to pour out his Spirit on all his people (16-21).


Peter then moves to presenting Jesus as the Christ.  First, he brings up the miracles of Jesus, about which the crowd is already aware.  Peter then declares the crucifixion as God’s plan carried out by lawless men (23).  Finally, Peter defends the resurrection (24-32).  His defense includes three points.  First, he quotes where David prophesied about the Lord not seeing decay (25-28).  Next, he shows that David was not speaking about himself but was prophesying about the Christ who was to come (29-31).  Finally, Peter declares Jesus as the one God raised up and themselves as his witnesses (32).

Peter then turns what initially sparked the confusion into evidence to show that God has poured out his Holy Spirit as promised.  And the wonder they are now seeing is evidence of that.  Once again, Peter turns to quoting David to show that the Christ is Lord.  He finishes by pointing out that Jesus is both Christ and Lord.

This resulted in the first mass conversion after Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  For once Peter had finished, the crowd was cut to the heart (Acts 2:37).  Peter then told them to repent and that the gift of the Holy Spirit is for all who repent and are baptized into the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38-40).  The crowd responded by about three thousand people being baptized.
Peter Speaks in Solomon’s Portico (Acts 3:12-26)


The next great sermon was prompted by a miracle performed through Peter and John.  Peter and John were together when a lame man asked them for some money.  Instead of money, Peter, in the name of Jesus, healed him.  Now this man was lame from birth and known to all around to be lame.  So it caused quite a commotion when he came in with Peter and John, especially since he was walking and leaping.   So many people ran over to them.  Peter addressed the crowd as men of Israel.  Also, this happened in Solomon’s portico.  So it is reasonable to believe that the men Peter address either are Jews and have a good understanding of the law and the prophets.

The first thing Peter did in his sermon was to redirect the praise of these men from themselves to Jesus (12, 13, and 16).  He then points out that God – the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, no less – gave glory to Jesus.  Further, they themselves had delivered and denied Jesus before Pilate.  They even chose a murderer instead of Jesus.  But God raised Jesus from the dead and Peter and John are witnesses to this.  This first part of the sermon is very pointed and accusatory.  It is at this point that Peter brings up the miracle that had just been done in Jesus’ name.

But Peter does not leave them there.  He then offers a way out of their guilt.  He first offers up that they and their rulers were ignorant.  And that it was not them, but God who foretold and planned these events.  Finally, Peter calls for repentance in order to blot out their sins and bring in a time of refreshing.


Peter then defends his position by pointing out that Jesus fulfilled prophecies of Moses and that all prophets from Samuel on had proclaimed these days.  He then brings in the promise made to Abraham and calls them to turn from their wickedness.


The priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees responded by arresting them.  But many who heard believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.
Gentiles Hear the Good News from Peter (Acts 10:34-43)


Peter is called to the house of Cornelius.  This is significant because, until now, they had preached the news about Jesus only to the Jews.  Also, it was still in the mind of the Jews that they could not associate with Gentiles (10:28).  And Cornelius was a Gentile.  God, however, clears the way for Peter to go through a vision just before the men from Cornelius arrive.  So Peter and other Jews arrive at Cornelius’ house, which is filled with many people.  Although Cornelius was a Gentile, he was still “a devout man who feared God with all his household” (Acts 10:2).  This likely meant that Cornelius had a good understanding of Judaism but had not become a proselyte.

Peter starts by recognizing that God does not show partiality and that even the Gentiles who follow him are acceptable to him.  Peter then declares peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  He then walks through a review of what they should already know.  This includes the baptism of John, Jesus being anointed by the Holy Spirit, Jesus doing good and healing, and that God was with Jesus.


Peter then moves to the crucifixion and resurrection.  This consisted of three points.  One, that the Jews put Jesus to death.  Next, that God raised him up.  And finally, that Jesus appeared to witnesses after his resurrection.  Peter also mentions the command of Jesus to preach to people that Jesus is appointed by God to judge all people.  He ends by extending an offer of forgiveness of sins through the name of Jesus.

The Holy Spirit fell on those listening while Peter spoke.  One thing to notice here is that the Holy Spirit came before any outward response by the people is recorded.  This amazed the people of the circumcision, which is further evidence that preaching to Gentiles was something very new to them.  Peter, recognizing what the Spirit was doing, commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  The final result of this is that all the brothers throughout Judea heard that Gentiles had also received the word of God (Acts 11:1).
Paul Preaches in Antioch of Pisidia (Acts 13:16-41)


This is not the Antioch where Barnabas and Paul were sent out.  This is in Pisidia, which is in the region of Galatia.  This was shortly into Paul and Barnabas’ journey.  They entered the synagogue and, after the reading of the law and prophets, the rulers asked them to speak.  So Paul stood up to deliver his message.  The audience would have primarily been Jews and others who fear God (13:16).

Paul starts by talking about the God of Israel.  He makes several points including that God chose Israel and brought them out of Egypt.  God also destroyed other nations and gave Israel their land.  Finally, God gave them judges and a king, including Dave who was a man after God’s own heart.  Paul then proclaims Jesus as the savior that God had promised from David’s line.  He points to John as having preached repentance and promising another to come.


Paul then turns to the crucifixion.  He does this in the context of showing how the rulers in Jerusalem played their part.  First, they did not recognize Jesus.  Also, they did not understand the prophets who were read every Sabbath.  However, they did fulfill the prophets by condemning Jesus to death and having him executed and buried, just as it had been written.

Paul then tells about the resurrection.  First, it was God who raised Jesus from the dead.  Also, Jesus appeared to many after the resurrection for proof.  Paul then quotes scripture to back up that the Christ was to be raised from the dead.  He quotes Psalm 2:7 and references Isaiah 55:3 and 2 Samuel 7:14-16.  Finally, Paul uses Psalm 16:10, where David mentions the Holy One not seeing corruption.  Just as Peter had done at Pentecost, Paul showed that David did die and see corruption, so he could not have been talking about himself.  But the one who God raised up did not see corruption.


Paul continues by proclaiming the forgiveness of sins through Jesus, which is something the law of Moses could not provide.  Finally, Paul warns them not to be the ones to fulfill more prophecy by rejecting Jesus again.


At first, the response to this sermon looks very positive.  Many Jews and devout followers of Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas.  They even asked them to come back the next Sabbath.  Almost the whole city showed up the next time.  However, instead of rejoicing, the Jews became jealous of the crowds and began to dispute with Paul and Barnabas.  Paul and Barnabas then turned to the Gentiles, causing much glorifying of the word of the Lord by the Gentiles.
Paul Speaks before the Areopagus (Acts 17:22-31)


Paul and Silas were driven from Thessalonica, and went to Berea.  But the Jews from Thessalonica followed them there and stirred up the crowds against them.  So Paul was sent on while Silas and Timothy stayed in Berea.  So Paul finds himself in Athens mostly, if not completely, alone.  Paul first checks out the city and then starts to reason with the philosophers and devout Jews in the synagogue and marketplace.  And there were many philosophers:

	Acts 17:21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.


The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers brought Paul to the Areopagus.  So it is that Paul finds himself with an opportunity to talk to Gentiles who, by all indications, know nothing of God’s ways.

Paul starts by recognizing the religious fervor of the Athenians.  This is evident by the alter to an unknown God.  Paul says that he is now going to proclaim to them this God that they do not know.  He starts from the beginning by stating that God is the creator.  He is also Lord of Heaven and Earth.  Paul now begins to confront their idol worship by showing that God does not live in temples made by human hands and that God is self-sufficient.  Not only that, but God gives life and breath and everything.  God even made every man from one man and determined when and where they would live.


Paul then talks about man.  God made man that he should seek God.  In God we live and move and have our being (28).  Finally, we should seek God because we are his offspring.  However, we should not be pursuing God through idols.  This can’t be God if we are his offspring.  God has overlooked the ignorance, but now is the time to repent.  And everyone will be judged.  That judging will be by the one whom God raised from the dead.

There were three distinct responses to Paul’s message.  Some mocked at hearing of the resurrection of the dead.  Some wanted to hear him again.  And some joined him and believed.

