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Jesus’ life began in Bethlehem.  Caesar Augustus had ordered a census.  So each family had to travel to their home town.  Mary, who was wed to Joseph, was pregnant at that time.  She had not yet had relations with her husband, but was with child due to the Holy Spirit coming over her.  Mary and Joseph were only able to find room in a barn.  It was there that she gave birth to Jesus.  Jesus, the incarnate God, was announced into the world by a host of angels and a star.  The angels, however, only announced the birth to a group of shepherds, who came to see the child.

The star also brought a group of people to the child.  But these were a long way off.  They were wise men from the East who saw the appearing of Jesus’ star and came to see the king of the Jews that it represented.  They arrived about two years later.  They traveled through Jerusalem and asked Herod the Great, king of Palestine, about the child.  They were helped by Herod’s people because Jesus’ birth was not random.  God proved as much by foretelling the birth of the Christ, who is Jesus, including where he would be born – Bethlehem.  

Herod was not happy to hear this news.  But he lied to the wise men, asking them to tell him once they find the child so that he too could worship him.  The wise men, however, were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod but to return to their land a different way.  So after worshiping the child, they went home, not returning to Herod.  Once Herod realized they were not returning, he gave an order to kill all the male children that were two years old or younger that were in the region around Bethlehem.
But Joseph, being warned in a dream, took Mary and Jesus to Egypt.  They stayed there a short while until Herod was dead.  They then returned and went to Nazareth in Galilee.  It was here that they raised Jesus, along with other sons and daughters that were born to both Mary and Joseph.  They raised them in accordance with the law, purifying Jesus as the first born and annually offering sacrifices in Jerusalem.  When Jesus was 12, he stayed behind in Jerusalem on their annual trip.  After three days, his parents found him in the temple.  Those that heard him were amazed at his questions and answers.

Jesus’ next appearance is eighteen years later when he is baptized by John.  At this time, the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus like a dove.  The Spirit then leads Jesus away into the wilderness where he fasts and prays for 40 days.  At the end of this time, Jesus is faced with temptations from the devil.  But he does not fall to any of them.  
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus returns to Galilee and begins teaching in the synagogues.  This includes teaching in his home town of Nazareth, where Jesus is rejected.  At this time Jesus also began calling his disciples to himself.  And everyone Jesus called, came.  Jesus also healed many who came to him.  This includes many people at Simon’s house, a leper, a paralytic and a centurion’s servant.
Not all of Jesus’ teaching is done in the synagogues.  As his name became known, the crowds gathered to him wherever he went.  So he also taught in the mountains and on the shores.  Matthew sums up Jesus’ preaching during this time as “Repent, for the kingdom of heave is at hand.”  Jesus expands his disciples’ understanding of the law.  He internalizes its commands and practices.  He pulls the law back out of the rules that had weakened it to the point of being achievable.  He shows the law for the righteous standard that it is, making it clear no one can keep the law on their own strength.  Jesus consistently points people toward the kingdom of heaven and warns against false ways that look easy but lead to destruction.
Jesus continues to call disciples to himself.  Also during this time, Jesus begins to deal with questions regarding the practices of his disciples.  Others were concerned that his disciples were not following some regulations that made it look as though they were breaking the law.  In the case of fasting and picking grain on the Sabbath, Jesus explains their actions by pointing to himself.  With fasting, he says they will fast at the right time, but they can’t as long as Jesus is with them.  With the Sabbath, Jesus explains that he is Lord even of the Sabbath.
Even though Jesus was gathering disciples to himself, he did not take just anyone.  And he did not make the following easy.  Jesus tells one person who wants to follow him that he doesn’t even have a place to call home like the animals do.  Another wants to bury his father first, but Jesus says, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”  

Jesus continues to heal.  This includes healing the daughter of a ruler and stopping the flow of blood of a woman who touched his garment.  Jesus also healed two blind men who called out to him.  He healed a person who was mute by casting out the demon that was in him.  A common statement in the healing of someone was that they were healed according to their faith.  (See Matthew 9:22, 29)
On a mountain, Jesus called twelve men out of his disciples to be apostles.  To them, he gave power to cast out demons and to heal.  He also sent these out to preach the same message regarding the kingdom.  However, he sent them only to the “lost sheep of Israel” at this time.  Basically, they were to go out and do exactly what they had seen Jesus doing since they had been with him.
In his teaching, Jesus also warns his disciples of the persecutions they will face.  They will be hated and turned over to authorities.  They will be called Beelzebul just as he was.  He also comforts them, promising that they will not be alone in this.  The Spirit will speak through them.  He also points out that those who curse them will be cursed.  But those that bless and help them will also be blessed.

Jesus confirmed both his and John’s ministry when people from John came to question Jesus.  John, already in prison, sent people to inquire about Jesus if he were the one or if another was to follow.  Jesus pointed to what was happening as proof that he was the one.  Also, Jesus represented John as the Elijah that was to precede the Messiah.  In that, he confirmed John in his ministry.  But that same statement also confirmed that he was the Messiah.
Jesus also taught the crowds in parables.  He did this so that they would not all understand him (Mark 4:10-12).  Many times, he would later explain the parables to his disciples.  He talked about the word of God and the heart of men in a parable about seed being sown.  He also talked about the kingdom of heaven in parables.
As Jesus continued to heal and teach, the Jewish religious leaders of the day came out to question him.  At times, this questioning was for answers as in the case of Nicodemus.  But most of the time, the Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes and Herodeans came with the intent of trapping Jesus.  This included questions about marriage and divorce, life after death, taxes and the sin of a woman deserving death.  Jesus answered some and not others.  Sometimes, he directly rebuked the religious leaders.  Other times, he would use parables to show the shortcoming of these leaders.
Jesus performed miracles besides healing throughout his journey as well.  This included walking on the water and having Peter walk on the water.  Peter, however, lacked the faith to continue and Jesus had to rescue him.  Jesus also calmed a storm when the disciples were in a boat despairing.  He turned water into wine for a wedding and multiplied bread and fish to feed great multitudes twice.
So Jesus’ life was marked by teaching, healing, performing miracles and correcting false teaching.  These things primarily point to who Jesus is.  But the reason he came was to die as a payment for sins.  Not sins of his, because he had none.  Jesus came to pay for sins of others.  He told his disciples that he would suffer and die and be raised again on the third day.  But they did not understand him or want to believe him.  Peter, after declaring that Jesus is the Christ, tried to rebuke him for telling the disciples these things.  But Jesus would not be deterred from his primary purpose.

Jesus had to die.  And God, in his infinite knowledge, determined that he would die at the hands of wicked men.  So Judas, one of the 12, betrayed Jesus.  The religious leaders wanted to arrest and condemn Jesus.  But they were too afraid of the crowds.  So Judas led them to Jesus at a time when he was with only the other eleven.  They arrested him.  But they did not simply hold him over for a legal trial.  They took him before Annas and then Caiaphas.  They questioned him and condemned him.  All this was done at night.  In the morning, they took him to Pilate, the Roman governor.  Pilate questioned him and even offered to release him.  But the people, stirred up by the religious leaders, would not hear of it.  Pilate then had Jesus scourged.  Jesus is the Son of God.  He said himself, when he was being arrested in the garden, that he could call angels to his rescue.  But he did not.
Jesus endured the scourging.  The Roman soldiers also mocked him as they sarcastically hailed him as king of the Jews.  They put a crown on his head.  Only this crown was not made of the most precious material they could find, which is what Jesus deserved.  Instead, they made it of thorns.  They then used the rod they had given him as a scepter to beat this crown into his head.  Jesus humbly came to this earth as an act of mercy.  This was the only way to satisfy the perfect justice of God.  And neither the Jewish leaders nor the Romans showed humility, mercy or justice.

Pilate eventually handed Jesus over to be crucified.  So, with the Jewish leaders haughtily looking on, the Roman soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross.  Jesus suffered much during this time.  Even on the cross, Jesus was forgiving.  He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  When Jesus had accomplished all he came to accomplish, he died on the cross.  The Roman soldiers, eager for the condemned to die, got permission to break their legs in order to speed up the dieing.  But when they came to Jesus he was already dead.  In order to prove this, they stuck a spear in his side and watched the blood and water flow.
They laid Jesus in a tomb.  Ironically, the Pharisees who heard Jesus speak understood better than his disciples that Jesus had claimed that he would rise again on the third day.  So they posted guards to keep the disciples from stealing him away and deceiving the people.  But Jesus really was who he said he was.  Therefore, he really did rise on the third day.  The guards could do nothing but lie about what happened.

Jesus appeared to many people after his resurrection.  He showed himself to all eleven remaining apostles and many other people as well.  He encouraged them and restored their faith as needed.  He promised the coming of the Holy Spirit and commissioned them to make disciples all over the earth.  Jesus ended his time here by being carried into heaven.  

