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The purpose of this paper is to answer the following question:  How does God fulfill his promises made in Acts 1:8.

	Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."


This purpose will be accomplished by tracing the historical flow found in Acts.

The Receiving of the Power


The first event that happened was the receiving of the Holy Spirit.  This happened at Pentecost.  Leading up to this time, the disciples were together, but not public.  They were devoting themselves to prayer.  The Holy Spirit arrived with the sound of a mighty rushing wind that was heard by many around them.  This drew a crowd who heard them speaking in their own language, which Peter explained as a work of the Spirit (Acts 2:15-21).  About three thousand souls were baptized into the name of Jesus as a result of this event.
Jerusalem


Pentecost happened in Jerusalem where Christ’s disciples were gathered after his crucifixion and resurrection.  Following this, the first believers fellowshipped together – looking after one another’s needs, eating together and worshiping together.  Day by day, the Lord added to their number.

Peter and John then healed a man who had been lame from birth.  Once again, this miraculous sign was noticed by many.  Peter then confronted a crowd of people in Solomon’s portico with the news about Jesus and their part in his death.  This resulted in their numbers swelling to about five thousand men.  
The church at Jerusalem continued to grow.  They dealt with many issues as a young church.  This included Peter and John facing the council and the church then praying for boldness.  This time saw the believers sharing everything, but then dealing with the tragedy of Ananias and Sapphira who lied to the Holy Spirit and were killed by God (Acts 5).  The Apostles healed many and were persecuted by the Jewish rulers.  Finally, the church grew and needed more Godly men to administer certain aspects of the church.  At this time, the new church is still only mentioned in Jerusalem.  But the first two parts of Jesus’ promise have been fulfilled.

Judea and Samaria


There are times when the term Judea refers to all the territory occupied by the Jewish nation.  But mostly, it is referring to the Southern district of Palestine.  Samaria refers to the Central district of Palestine
.  Jerusalem is in Judea.  And although it is arguably the most important city in Judea, it cannot be said that Judea has been reached just because Jerusalem has.  So the next thing God will do is scatter his people.

How God does this is amazing.  One of the men chosen to help administer the new church is named Stephen.  He is a “man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 6:5)  Stephen was also doing great wonders and signs.  But some members of a certain synagogue disputed with Stephen.  However, by the Holy Spirit, they could not stand against Stephen’s wisdom (Acts 6:10).  But instead of repenting, they found people to falsely accuse Stephen of blaspheming Moses and God.  Stephen defended himself by giving a history that ended with the hearers being accused of not keeping the law.  They killed Stephen while Saul gave his approval.  Here is the result:

	Acts 8:1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
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God used this persecution to scatter his people into the next regions he wanted to reach.  The first mention is the travel of Philip.  As can be seen in the picture to the right
, Philip traveled to Samaria, where many believed and were baptized.  Philip was then told by an angel to go south to the road between Jerusalem and Gaza.  There he taught about Jesus to an Ethiopian eunuch.  This person believed and was baptized.  Although it doesn’t say, it is reasonably assumed this person carried his faith back to Ethiopia where he was a court official to the queen.  Next, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away to Azotus (Acts 8:39-40).  Philip then preached the gospel from there, all the way up the coast to Caesarea.   


The next move God makes is converting Saul.  Part of how this happens gives us a further picture into how far the gospel had spread.  Saul started persecuting the church.  He even traveled to Damascus, which is in Galilee, northeast of the northern most part of the river Jordan.  Galilee is the northern district of Palestine.  Saul was converted miraculously along the way.  He arrived in Damascus and eventually was taken in by the disciples there.  After some time in Arabia, Saul went to Jerusalem and then on to Tarsus.

Peter also preached through some of the same area where Philip preached.  He healed a crippled man in Lydda and raised a woman back to life in Joppa.  But where he preached is not nearly as interesting as to whom he preached.  While in Joppa, the Lord cleared the way for Peter to go to Caesarea and preach to Gentiles there.  It was here that the Roman centurion, Cornelius, and all with him heard the gospel and received the Holy Spirit.  This was the first time Gentiles received the promised Holy Spirit.  Now, the gospel has expanded throughout all Judea and Samaria.  It has mostly gone to Jews but has also started reaching the Gentiles.  At this point, all but the last promise made in Acts 1:8 has been fulfilled.
The end of the Earth
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The persecution that arose over Stephen did not disperse the believers to the outer parts of Palestine only.  They also went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch
, but they were speaking only to Jews (Acts 11:19).  However, some spoke to Hellenists in Antioch.  Many believed and turned to the Lord, Furthering the expansion of the gospel among Gentiles.  Barnabas was sent to Antioch and won even more as he exhorted them to remain faithful to the Lord (Acts 11:23-24).  Perhaps just as important, Barnabas went to Tarsus and brought Saul back with him to Antioch.  

 Saul and Barnabas made a trip to Jerusalem where more persecution occurred to the Apostles.  After the angel miraculously brought Peter out of prison, Saul and Barnabas returned to Antioch and the believers that were staying there.  This verse then marks the beginning of Saul’s, who was soon to be referred to only as Paul, missionary journeys:
	Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."


This is important for a couple of reasons.  First, the driver for this next great phase of gospel expansion started when God’s people were worshiping and fasting.  Second, this marks the point where Paul becomes the focal point of the rest of the story.

Paul’s first journey takes him into Asia.  They started by hitting the island of Cyprus.  As can be seen by the next map
, they landed on one end of the island and preached there way across to the other end.  They traveled through Perga to Antioch in Pisidia.  Paul preached to the Jews in the synagogue.  Although they did not reject his message right away, after seeing the crowds that came to hear Paul a second time, the Jews vigorously opposed Paul and Barnabas.  This led to them turning to the Gentiles.  This greatly pleased the Gentiles, but the Jews stirred up some prominent people and drove them out of their district.
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They next went to Iconium and preached again in the synagogue.  This time many Jews and Greeks believed (Acts 14:1).  But those who did not believe persecuted them until a plot to stone them caused Paul and Barnabas to flee to Lystra and Derbe.  In Lystra, the crowds were very fickle.  After Paul heals a man, the people take Paul and Barnabas as gods.  They use this as an opportunity to share the gospel and barely keep the crowd from sacrificing to them.  However, Jews followed them from Antioch and Iconium and stirred up the crowds against them.  They stoned Paul and left him for dead, but he got up went to Derbe with Barnabas the next day.  Once again the preached the gospel and made many disciples (Acts 14:21).  They then back-tracked through the cities where they had just been, strengthening the disciples and appointing elders in every church, until they reached Perga.  They then went to Attalia.  From there they sailed back to Antioch, the city where they had started.

At this point, Asia has now heard the gospel.  But there is one major development before Paul sets off on his next missionary journey.  In Antioch, some Jewish believers begin to bring up the concern that the new Gentile believers must also follow the law.  Paul and Barnabas disagreed.  Ultimately, the church sent the men to Jerusalem to get an answer.  There, with Peter and James
 leading the discussion, a “law-free” gospel was affirmed to the Gentiles.


The second missionary journey of Paul started out with the split of Paul and Barnabas.  This was caused over a dispute about taking John Mark, who had left them in Perga near the beginning of the first trip.  Barnabas is not mentioned again in Acts.  So Paul took Silas and started to go back through the same cities he had previously visited.
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They start by going through Cilicia to reach Derbe and Lystra, as can be seen on the next map
.  It was here where Paul picked up Timothy.  This trip includes directing from the Holy Spirit in not letting them go to or speak in certain places.  First, they preach in Phrygia and Galtia, but the Spirit forbids them to speak in Asia.  So, although they passed through Mysia, which is in the province of Asia, they did not preach there.  Also, they tried to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit did not allow them.  So they went to Troas.  At this point, the Spirit used a vision to get Paul to go to Macedonia.  Paul immediately obeyed, taking a ship through Samothrace and on to Neapolis.  Paul then went to Philippi, a leading Macedonian city.  This was the first recorded entry of the gospel into Europe.  Lydia was the first convert in Europe.  They did meet opposition here, even landing in jail for the first time.  However, God was with them and the jailer and his whole family were saved (Acts 16:30-33).  

Paul’s next stop was in Thessalonica, where he found a synagogue.  Once again, many believed what Paul and Silas had to say, but the Jealous Jews stirred up people to cause them trouble.  They moved on from there to Berea where they also spoke in the synagogue.  Once again, many Jews and Greeks believed, but Jews from Thessalonica came and stirred up more trouble.  This time, only Paul was sent on while Silas and Timothy stayed behind.  Thus Paul reached Athens alone.  There, he reasoned both in the synagogue and in the Market place.  He crossed paths with Epicurean and Stoic philosophers who invited him to speak to the Areopagus.  After this, some believed and followed him.

Paul then went to Corinth.  Several important things happened here.  First, Paul reasoned with the Jews in the Synagogue.  However, they rejected him, so he said “From now on I will go to the Gentiles” (Acts 18:6).  Now, both Jews and Gentiles believed Paul, including the ruler of the synagogue.  Secondly, the Lord told Paul to stay and that he would protect him (Acts 18:9-10).  Paul did so.  Finally, when the Jews did try to bring charges against him, the tribunal would not even listen because it recognized Christianity as a sect of Judaism and therefore perfectly legal to practice under Roman law.


Paul then left and went to Ephesus by way of Cenchrea.  Here is reasoned again in the synagogue.  However, he did not stay long, sailing to Caesarea before making his way back to Antioch.

Paul’s third journey saw him go back through nearly all the towns he had previously visited.  Paul’s only long stop was in Ephesus where he spent about two years preaching primarily in the hall of Tyrannus to both Jews and Greeks.  The impact here was huge as Paul performed many miracles and many people gave up there old way of living to follow Paul’s teaching about Jesus.  Paul eventually left after idol makers stirred up the whole city against him.


Paul continued all the over into Greece and back, encouraging the churches as he went.  He did not stay at any place long.  When passing back through, he even called for the elders of Ephesus to meet him in Miletus, where he encouraged them and told them he would not see them again.  He continued his journey, almost as if he were in a hurry to get to Jerusalem.  Once Paul reached Tyre in Phoenicia, prophets began to warn Paul about going to Jerusalem.  But Paul would not be persuaded not to continue.

In Jerusalem, the next part of God’s great plan is put into action.  For by now, the Holy Spirit has been received in power, God’s people have been his witness in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and in Asia and Europe.  So how will God spread his gospel to the rest of the world?  He will do it through Rome.  This is the capitol of the Roman Empire which is in power at this time.  God has plans to send Paul to Rome.


He does this through some of the same people that had killed Jesus not too long ago.  The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem stirred up the crowd and the Roman government against Paul.  Paul was arrested and just missed out on an assassination attempt against him.  He was brought before a Roman Council and presented the gospel.  Then Paul was given this encouraging message from God:
	Acts 23:11 "Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome."


Paul was first sent to Felix the Governor, who heard his case.  He was kept there, occasionally speaking before Felix, for two years until Festus succeeded Felix.  Festus also heard Paul’s case but was going to send him back to Jerusalem so the Jews could assassinate him along the way.  But Paul appealed to Caesar.  Before he was sent, he had opportunity to present the gospel to Agrippa the king and Bernice.


Paul’s trip to Rome was not a smooth one.  He was ship-wrecked and bitten by a poisonous snake, yet did not die.  Eventually, he made it to Rome, where he had freedom to have visitors.  And he had many.  Acts ends in this way:
	Acts 28:30-31 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him,  31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.



So God completed the promise that he gave in Acts 1:8.






� iLumina Gold, “Judea, Judeans”.  Encyclopedia article


� iLumina Gold, “Philip’s Travels”.  Media Center, Atlas.


� iLumina Gold, “Persecution”.  Media Center, Atlas.


� iLumina Gold, “Paul’s First Missionary Journey”.  Media Center, Atlas.


� This must be James, the brother of Jesus, since James the Apostle was killed by Herod.


� Fee, Gordon D, Stuart, Douglas.  “How to Read the Bible Book by Book”.  Zondervon, 2002.  p. 302.


� iLumina Gold, “Paul’s Second Missionary Journey”.  Media Center, Atlas.





