How Then Should We Live
Introduction
If you have not read “The Emperor’s New Suit” by Hans Christian Andersen, I would recommend you do so before reading this article.  It can be found on the Internet at http://hca.gilead.org.il/emperor.html.   

Recently, my life-long struggle with living the Christian life has reached new heights.  I have attempted (no doubt imperfectly) to follow the guidance of the church in drawing near to God.  For years, failure has been met with one or two more things which I need to fix or add to my to-do list.  I feel like a man on a journey.  Only, I do not know how to get where I am going.  So I ask for directions.  However, the solutions provided to me have been better transportation but no map.  It doesn’t solve the problem, but the journey is better somehow – at least until I realize that I have still not made any progress toward my final goal.
Here is where the Andersen story hit me.  I look around and see others taking the same advice as I get and it looks as though it helps them.  I remember early on pushing for more information as I quickly realized the new things were not helping.  But, at best, I got more things to do.  At worst, I got lectures about not trying hard enough or not having enough faith.  So I pushed on, convincing myself that what I was doing was making progress.  I certainly did not want to be the only one for whom these things did not work!  Before long, I found myself giving others the same advice that had not really worked for me.  I knew the right answers; I just didn’t know why they did not work for me.  I can remember thinking, “I hope this works better for him.”  Without really thinking about it, I perpetuated the problem.  By giving the same advice, I implied that the practices had actually worked for me.
Is it possible that I am not the only one for whom the teachings of the church have left them in the dark?  Let me take just a moment to clarify what I mean.  The journey that I am on is toward Christ-likeness.  I believe with all my heart that there is a God who created all that exists.  After being created, man rebelled against God and has been separated from God because of this sin.  But God, in his infinite mercy and justice, implemented his plan for reconciliation.  Jesus was born of a woman and the Holy Spirit.  As fully God and fully man, he lived and suffered.  He was crucified on a cross; died; was buried; and three days later rose from the dead.  Through this, he made atonement for the sins of the world so that whoever believes in him can be reconciled to God.  And more than anything else, reconciliation with God is what I want.  I believe God, because of what Jesus did, has justified me and I will spend eternity with him.
God is a big God.  He designed and implemented his plan of salvation.  Part of that plan is the sanctification of those whom he saves.  So ultimately, I believe God will accomplish his purpose even if we never do understand.  But the sanctification process is the journey to which I am referring.  So when I say the teachings of the church have left me in the dark, I am specifically referring to the teachings regarding growing in Christ-likeness, which is sanctification.  And I do not think I am the only one wondering how this is working for everyone else.  Listen to “Stained Glass Masquerade” by Casting Crowns.  This song rings so true because there are many people who either completely know, or at least have a suspicion, that they are faking their way through the Christian life.  But no one wants to be the one who says, “The Emperor has nothing on at all!”  We do not want to believe that what we have been teaching and living is simply not correct.

What to Examine
First, let me mention one doctrine that I cannot question.  That is the doctrine of the inerrancy and God-breathed nature of the sixty-six books that make up the Bible.  I cannot question this doctrine for multiple reasons.  First is because I believe it to be true.  Secondly, because if I question that, I have nothing left to say.  My goal with any doctrine I would want to question is to check that doctrine against the scripture.  If I question the scripture, then I have nothing on which to base my examination.  I believe scripture is God-breathed and is useful for doctrine.  I also believe that man tends to hide scripture with their own traditions.  In the modern church, these traditions come in the form of doctrines and practices.  We spend less time examining the scripture and more time teaching our own doctrines.  

Is the intent of the teachers and preachers to deceive the masses?  No, it is not.  The intention is to teach truth.  But intentions do not get us to the end of the journey.  A teacher can intend to teach his listeners how to grow in Christ-likeness, as I am sure my many teachers intended to do.  But that does not mean he actually will.
Also, doctrines are not the only things that need to be questioned.  The practice that is derived from the doctrine also needs to be questioned.  Of course, if the doctrine is wrong, it is likely the practice that is taught will also be wrong.  However, it is also possible to have right doctrine and wrong practice.  I would like to think that is where the flaw lies in the teaching I have received.  But after so long and so many practices, it makes you wonder.  Because of this, any doctrine or practice dealing with sanctification needs to be examined and tried against the scriptures.
One question that is probably in your mind by now (or should be) is, “Who is this guy to question teachings that go back hundreds, if not thousands, of years?”  The answer is that I am nobody.  The other answer is that I will not necessarily be examining all these doctrines.  I simply do not have the training to do so accurately.  How could I possibly study scripture with the tools and knowledge I have and reasonably disagree with Augustine, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Jonathan Edwards or my own pastors?  I can’t.  However, other men, just as learned as they, have studied the scripture and come up with different practices.  Even among them, they do not agree about everything.  It is my suspicion that all of them have some things right and other things wrong.  
My goal is not to start my own denomination with the “correct” teaching on sanctification.  My goal is simply to help myself identify and question the teachings regarding sanctification in order to keep from blindly following the teachings of men instead of searching the scriptures myself to see if what is taught matches.  Basically, I want to copy the Bereans who were commended for searching the scriptures daily to see if what Paul and Silas taught were true.  And I would welcome your company on this journey.  This is not a comfortable journey on which I am embarking.  I am fearful of what truths I may find.  I am even more fearful of creating or following new inaccuracies.  So I welcome all who would join me in searching the scriptures for the true path to sanctification.
