This Is Damned Diner

Scene One

Fade In

(On the set of Jerry’s Morning Glory, Jerry Rockefeller and Razzle Dazzle interview one of rock and roll’s greatest bands of all time, Damned Diner.)
Enter: Jerry and Razzle

(The stage turns to black, as Jerry Rockefeller and Razzle Dazzle stand in a power pose, engulfed in a lone spotlight overhead.)
Narrator: More than just a show, more than just a religion, this is life as we know it… This is Jerry’s Morning Glory. 

(Guitar riff sound effect while Jerry and Razzle play air guitar eccentrically)

Jerry: Good morning rockers, its 6:30 am on this brilliant -23 degree day.
(Said with inherent over exaggeration, hinting at sarcasm)
Razzle: Good morning.

Jerry: We have a super special show for you this morning, epic rock gods Damned Diner!

Razzle: You mean they’re still alive...? I mean yeah, totally rad man!

Enter: Damned Diner (characters)
(Crowd Applause)

Razzle: This is Damned Diner and their illustrious career…

(Cough)

Jerry: So how exactly, did you form one of rocks greatest bands of all time?
Axel: The story starts with me and Stonehenge here. We’ve been in a band together since high school really.

Stonehenge: We were known as the ‘The Original and Best Thing since the Likes of Black Sabbath’. We were as big as a high school band could be, you know?
Razzle: What about Led Zeppelin? 
(Razzle looks at camera intrinsically)
(Pause)
Stonehenge: So anyway we were huge, but we were sued by Black Sabbath for copyright infringement. We also lost our original drummer in a terrifying tuna fish accident.
(Irresponsive of the previous question)

Razzle: Wow, I’m scared of tuna as well. How did that happen?
(Said with an empathetic face)

Axel: Well it’s actually a bit of a tragic story. If you ever see the death certificate, you’ll see that it says ‘Choked on tuna sandwich’.
Stonehenge: He was very fond of his tuna. No bones you see. I’m not too into any fish myself, but if I was I would certainly enjoy tuna for that fact.
Axel: Yeah well anyway, we were left with just me and Stonehenge again, until we found our current drummer, Chris Van.
Stonehenge: Yeah one night, me and Axe…
Axel: Axel and I.
Stonehenge: Don’t correct me you poser, I was this band.

(Groupies in the first row nod in a chain reaction)
(Axel slumps in his chair, offended)

Stonehenge: Anyway, we were walking the streets of Liverpool when we heard a ruckus coming from an apartment downtown. Little did we know the owner of that humble abode was Rohnny Jotten, one of the greatest and most sensitive musicians of our time. Anyway inside, we found Chris passed out on the floor. At the time we thought it was a cocaine overdose, but what we didn’t know was he had an overdose of sugar from the powdered tic-tack placebos Rohnny had given him.
Chris: Yeah, that Rohnny Jotten was a bloody sod, he was. God help me if I ever see him again, I’ll give ‘im a good kick in the…
Axel: Cont…inuing, soon after we found Maverick at a bus shelter with a guitar. We asked him if he wanted to join the band and he’s been here ever since.
Jerry: Cool story man.
Elton: Hey hold up a minute, I was the founding member of the band. Don’t I get some credit?
Razzle: Yeah anyway, we’ll cut to a commercial.
(A pain face evident on Elton’s face)
Scene Two.

Jerry: So after you formed and got a few songs down, how did your audience receive your first gigs?
Axel: Ah yes, the memories of our first tour will stay with us until death. It wasn’t about the money back then... it was all about the music.
Stonehenge: Because people weren’t aware of our overwhelming talent back in those days, we had to play at some very seedy venues.
Maverick: It’s not about the money man; too many people get caught up in the money. It’s for the love of it. Despite this, we didn’t really suffer too badly.
Elton: Guys, I had to play an acoustic guitar.
Stonehenge: So?
Elton: We’re a rock band! And I play bass! If anything Maverick should have got the acoustic.
Chris: Shut up, why are you still here. You had no talent at all.
Elton: I declined a lead role in Saturday Night Fever to play bass for you guys. I could have been John Travolta…
(looking once again, hurt)

Stonehenge: Anyway, we eventually made up a few songs that became crowd favourites. I think the first epic single we had was ‘Lick My Love Pump’.
Axel: Ah, it was a serene ballad, with such honesty and integrity.
(Band members nod in appreciation, while razzle displays genuine look of puzzle)
Razzle: Okay and one last question on gigs, can you dispel the rumours of the Smalltown Kindergarten incident?
Chris: I thought we bloody had this straightened out. We got booked to what we thought was the Smalltown general arena, but some bloody idiot booked us at the kindergarten. We we’re not about to let a mere change of venue destroy our spirits, so we gave those toddlers a lesson in rock.
Razzle: And the underage drinking and the eventual destruction of the kindergarten?
Stonehenge: Speak to our lawyer.
(Said in a tired tone, as if it had been said many time before)

Razzle: We’ll be right back, after this advertisement from our sponsors.

Scene Three.

Jerry: After your success with touring, you had become a local favourite and were discovered by Anarchy Records, is that right?
Chris: It was actually my parents who funded the band in its early years.
Chris: And we’ll never forget it.
(Displaying sarcasm in every note of his voice)
Razzle: And how was recording? Were there difficulties within the group?
Axel: The recording sessions became really really really… What’s the word im looking for…
Chris: Hard?

Axel: Yeah, that’s the one… Hard…

(Said honestly)

Scene Four: Flashback to recording studio.

Enter: Damned Diner, wearing tight leather and leopard skin cat suits.
Axel: Nice perm Stonehenge!

Stonehenge: Thanks man, hows the back.

(Proudly shows a straw blonde curled mullet)

Axel: Nice man, okay so today we’re recording the vocals and guitar.

Stonehenge: Okay, awesome! Let’s start.

(Axel beings to start playing, while Stonehenge falls to the ground in painful agony at the sheer volume of the amplified guitar)
Stonehenge: What in Mr. Mercury’s name do you think your doing?
Axel: Just playing the intro man.

Stonehenge: Why is it exploding my ear drums?

Axel: Oh I got some new upgrades on my equipment. Do you like them?

Stonehenge: I think they should be a weapon of mass destruction, not used in a band.

Axel: The numbers all go to eleven. Look, right across the board, eleven, eleven, eleven and... 

Stonehenge: Oh, I see. And most amps go up to ten? 

Axel: Exactly. 

Stonehenge: Does that mean it's louder? Is it any louder? 

Axel: Well, it's one louder, isn't it? It's not ten. You see, most blokes, you know, will be playing at ten. You're on ten here, all the way up, all the way up, all the way up, you're on ten on your guitar. Where can you go from there? Where? 

Stonehenge: I don't know. 

Axel: Nowhere. Exactly. What I do is, if we need that extra push over the cliff, you know what I do? 

Stonehenge: Put it up to eleven. 

Axel: Eleven. Exactly. One louder. 

Stonehenge: Why don't you just make ten louder and make ten be the top number and make that a little louder? 

(Pause)

Axel: These go to eleven.
(Stonehenge holds his head in his hands)

Stonehenge: Right, well that’s just amazing. And what are all these?

(Pointing to a collection of three hundred or more guitars)

Axel: Oh you know… New equipment. Have a look at this one. See... still has the old tag on, never even played it. 
(Stonehenge points in the direction in the guitar in discussion)


Axel: Don't touch it! 


Stonehenge: We'll I wasn't going to touch it; I was just pointing at it. 

Axel: Well... don't point! It can't be played.
 
Stonehenge Don't point, okay. Can I look at it? 

Axel: No. no. That's it; you've seen enough of that one.
Stonehenge: How about this one?
(Axel Picks guitar up and presses ear against the body of it)
Axel: The sustain… just listen to it. 

Stonehenge: I don't hear anything. 

Axel: Well you would though, if it were playing.
(Once again, Stonehenge finds his head in his hands)

Stonehenge: Okay turn it down a bit so I can hear myself think, and let’s go from the top.
Scene Five.

Stonehenge: Yeah, it was tough, but we pulled through and released an album “I’ve got the power… The Power in My Pants”.
Axel: Recording brought out the group dynamics within the groups dynamic. Umm, yeah that’s it.
Maverick: We're very lucky in the band in that we had two visionaries, Stonehenge and Axel; they're like poets, like Shelley and Byron. They're two distinct types of visionaries, it's like fire and ice, basically. I felt my role in the band was to be somewhere in the middle of that, kind of like lukewarm water.
Elton: I was a visionary as well, I wrote three hundred and ninety two songs for the first album.
Chris: And none of them made it.
(Becoming tired of Elton’s repetitiveness)
Stonehenge: But let’s face it, your songs were not even a scratch, not even a spot, not even the tinniest speck on our songs.

Axel: Come to think of it, I can’t name a single song that you’ve written.
Elton: What about “She Sung with Passion”, an epic about finding love when you least expect it?
Stonehenge: You can sing that by yourself. I’m not a bloody woman!
Maverick: Anyway, our first record was the glam rock sound we wanted, kind of the new era of rock. The bands like queen and faith no more was the kind of style we were going for. We didn’t want to complicate things too much, but at the same time, we wanted to share our sound with the world.

Scene Six.

Jerry: Dude, how did you cope with the fame? Fame always breaks everything, did it break you?
Stonehenge: Yeah, unlike most bands it didn’t crack us at all.
Maverick: You sold out, to Coca Cola, McDonalds and General Motors, it killed us man. Killed us.
Stonehenge: No way man I didn’t sell out.
Razzle: Err. I think you did man, but it was in the past. Let’s just forget it.

(Holds up a copy of MTV monthly with Stonehenge on the front, wearing an MTV shirt and kissing the MTV logo).

Stonehenge: They tricked me with their fancy computer magic. It could have happened to anyone! They should be ashamed of themselves!
(Fooling no one).
Axel: Dude we watched you jump into their limo. You hosted the MTV awards show. That was the reason we left you man. You used to be about the music!
Maverick: Yeah that and the fact Chris went to jail for raiding the hospitals.
Chris: Sometimes I think placebos are too good. I don’t regret it for a second.

Jerry: So when you went your separate paths where did you all go?
Stonehenge: Well I can guarantee that Axel just sits at home listening to the “sustain” of his guitars.

(Over emphasises “sustain” in an attempt to offend Axel, but Axel just nods his head in agreement).

Chris: Well I’m still in jail. The guards only let me come here because they love your show.

(Jerry lights up and waves to the camera).

Axel: Maverick hangs out at the bus shelter again. I see him from time to time.

Stonehenge: I don’t really do anything any more…

(Trails off suspiciously).

Razzle: Hang on; I thought you were MTV’s newest presenter? You have your own segment and everything!

Stonehenge: Well yeah there is that…but against my will of course. I’m still all about the music, don’t you worry!

Jerry: Well you guys have had a great career together. That’s all we have time for today unfortunately.

Razzle: Thanks for joining us guys.
Stonehenge: It was our pleasure. Don’t forget for refreshment, always coca-cola! Don’t miss this years MTV music awards it’s set to go off with…

(Stonehenge is cut off by the ending theme song. The credits begin to roll).

Fade-out
