Title: Underage drinkers starting at earlier age.

By: New York CNN 

Source: www.CNN.com
Date: February 27, 2002

New York CNN

The problem of binge drinking begins well before teen-agers set foot on a college campus, according to researchers at Columbia University. "America has an epidemic of underage drinking that germinates in elementary and middle schools." More than 5 million high school students admit to binge drinking at least once a month, the study said.

Rodrigo

I agree with what the researchers say about teen-agers binge drinking way before they go to college. Many teen-agers have experienced drinking maybe even more that some students at college, because I know that many students don’t go to college to party they go to study. America does have an epidemic in elementary schools is where drinking begins to start. There are kids who see parents drinking at home and they might seek some to school. Having high school students admit that they drink at least once a month. The probability is that they probably drink more that once month maybe once everyday, once a week, and maybe they lied about the one-month thing. They need to stop this whole drinking once a month a high school student shouldn’t of even had 1 drop of alcohol. 

New York CNN

The two-year study concluded that kids are trying their first drinks at younger ages. For the class of 1975, 27 percent of the high school graduating class began using alcohol in eighth grade or even earlier. In 1999, that number had risen to 36 percent, the study said. Underage drinkers consumed as much as $27 billion worth of alcohol in 1998 -- $15 billion on beer alone.

Rodrigo

I do believe kids are starting at younger ages. The percentage of high school seniors consuming alcohol in eight grade keeps rising. I believe if we did a study now on eight grade students the probability is that more than 50% of then already tried alcohol. Spending $27 billion dollars on alcohol is a lot of money these kids could be using that money for education, or saving up for their futures. These drinkers are just making alcohol companies really happy and they’re getting a good profit.

New York CNN

Moreover, girls were drinking as much as boys. "Male and female ninth-graders are just as likely to drink and binge drink," the study said.

Rodrigo
Well it’s amazing how girls are drinking just as much as boys. People always think that boys are the real heavy drinkers. They never think that a girl could be drinking the same or maybe even more than a male.
New York CNN

"Teen-agers who drink are seven times likelier to engage in sex and twice as likely to have sex with four or more partners than those who do not," researchers said. "Such behavior can lead to unprotected sex with the increased risk of AIDS, other sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy."

Rodrigo

Teens who do decide to drink have a much higher chance to have sex. This brings another consequence to the picture STD’S. When you’re under the influence of alcohol sometimes you can think strait or you can do some crazy things. When under the influence sex might seem like fun? But there could always be things that you would regret after. 
