Rodrigo Valdez

2/7/05

English 9

Mr. Van 

   Free write # 6

Title: Fight teen drinking harder

By: Biotech Week editors from staff and other reports prepared this article.

Source: Institute of Medicine
   Date: 10-01-2003  


This article says that underage drinking is a $53 billion dollar problem that needs treatment. The alcohol beverage companies promised to stop sending their advertisements toward youth. They promised to lower there advertising media to 70% adult audience.  Wendy J. Hamilton, national president of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, said the report "gives us hope that underage drinking prevention finally will have a place on the nation's public policy and public health agenda." Jeff Becker wasn’t very happy. The Institute report said that while alcohol use is deeply rooted in American society, underage drinking is a significant factor in traffic fatalities, suicide, violent crimes and academic failure, costing the nation an estimated $53 billion annually. Adults need to stop their behavior that encourages underage drinking. A 2002 study found that 72% of 12th-graders and 39% of 8th- graders reported having consumed some alcohol in the previous year. All sellers and servers of alcohol should be required to complete state-approved training. The alcohol industry should join public and private groups to create and fund a foundation focusing on reducing underage drinking.


I believe that spending $53 billion on drinking is a lot of money. The companies say that they will decrease their advertisement but I really don’t think that they will. Underage drinking is a huge factor of suicide, traffic accidents, and academic failure. I think adults have a lot to say in this. They need to stop getting drunk in front of their kids and showing them that its good. 72% and 39% are large numbers when it comes to drinking in the previous year. I do think that everyone should go through training.


