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 In this article Researchers at Columbia University say that the problem of binge drinking begins way before teen-agers set foot on a college campus. “ America has an epidemic of underage drinking that germinates in elementary and middle schools. More than 5 million high school students admitted to binge drinking at least once a month. A two-year study said that kinds are trying their first drinks at younger ages. For the class of 1975, 27% of the high school graduating class began using alcohol in eight grade or even earlier. In 1999 the number rose to 36%. Underage drinkers consumed about $27 billion worth of alcohol in 1998 $15 billion only on beer. But whether children and teens drink 15, 25, or 30 percent of alcohol consumed the reality is that America has an underage drinking epidemic and alcohol is by far the drug most used by children and teens. A liquor industry group said teen drinking is a serious problem but also argued study findings saying the 25 percent figure the greatly exaggerated. If you believe their statistics, it means of those who actually drink under the age of 20 they’d have to be drinking 120 to 200 drinks a month. But they know it’s not true. While the study did not conclude that the overall number of student drinkers is on the rise, it did establish that alcohol is "the No. 1 drug of choice" for teen-agers in the United States. By their senior year in high school, 80 percent of teen-agers had tried alcohol, compared with 47 percent who had experimented with marijuana and 29 percent who had tried another illegal drug, the study found. Girls are drinking as much as boys. Alcohol was the main factor of the top three main deaths among teen’s accidents, homicide and suicide. "Teen-agers who drink are seven times likelier to engage in sex and twice as likely to have sex with four or more partners than those who do not," researchers said. "Such behavior can lead to unprotected sex with the increased risk of AIDS, other sexually transmitted diseases and pregnancy." 

I think that this article is very important because it states that teens are starting to drink at a younger age. A lot of people think that drinking begins in college but it really doesn’t. Most teens begin to drink during their middle school years. Underage drinkers consume lots of money on alcoholic beverages I mean 15 billion dollars that’s a lot. I’m sure that the beer companies don’t mind they probably don’t care at what age kids start drinking. A lot of people think that girls don’t drink, but actually girls are drinking just as much as guys. 

