
KIRTON AND BOTHAMSALL
A lovely ramble on the edge of Sherwood Forest passing a sandstone cave said to have been used by Robin Hood as a hiding place.  The pretty village of Bothamsall has won awards for the best kept village whilst nearby is the site of a Motte and Bailey Castle.  The confluence of the Rivers Maun and Meden, at Conjour Alders, is an ideal spot for a mid walk picnic.

Distance
:
15km (9.5 miles)

Duration
:
5.25 hours

Starting point
:
At the crossroads, 250m East of Whitewater Bridge, adjacent to



Walesby Scout Camp.  (SK 666702)

Maps Required
:
OS Explorer No 270 Sherwood Forest



OS Landranger No 120 Mansfield and Worksop

Terrain
:
Flat, generally good paths and tracks. Muddy near Kirton.

Refreshments
:
The Fox at Kirton.  The Red Lion at Walesby (off-route)

THE ROUTE

1. From the parking area head north, through the bridle-gate, to follow the clear, sandy path, as signed.  After 500m you leave the trees and pass Robin Hood’s Cave on your left.  Continue on the obvious path and after a further 800m you meet another bridleway coming in from the right (The Robin Hood Way).  Continue ahead, into the trees, bearing left downhill to pass through an area of recently cleared woodland to a footbridge.  Do not cross this but go forward 100m to a second bridge over the River Maun.

2. Turn left, over the bridge, to now walk alongside the River Meden in an area known as Conjour Alders.  At the end of the trees bear right, on a wide track, which you follow to pass under two sets of power lines then bear left up to the village of Bothamsall.  The raised site of the Motte and Bailey Castle can be seen on your left as you approach the houses.

3. At the main road turn right for 300m to the Church.  Where the road bends right go forward into Church Lane which you follow for 1km to reach Haughton Park House farm.  Turn right onto the access road that leads to the B6387.

4. Cross over, with care, to take the wide track that leads to Haughton Hall Farm.  Just past the farm re-cross the River Maun and in 50m follow the track as it bears left.  In 200m turn right, still on a clear track, for 900m to a sharp left bend.  50m round the bend turn right, through a gap, to follow the headland path, alongside Bevercotes Beck, for 400m to the field corner.  Turn right, now on a track, for 500m to pass through a wide gateway.  Turn left for 400m to a path junction then left again, still on a headland, for 500m to a bridlebridge.  Cross this then bear right to follow the Beck, right, for 650m to the road at Willoughby Farm, Walesby.

5. Turn left and at the road junction turn right into an enclosed, green lane that soon becomes a headland path.  Keep the hedge on your left and cross a stile into a meadow, and then continue in the same direction to a second stile that leads into a fenced, muddy track.  After crossing a concrete bridge turn left to head uphill, bearing slightly right to some steps and a stile to a minor road near Kirton Church.

6. Turn right, pass the Church, and go forward into Main Street.  100m past “The Fox” turn right, over a stile, onto a path signed “Perlethorpe and Ollerton”.  Follow the dyke, right, to another stile then turn right to cross a third stile into a meadow.  Go forward to a concrete bridge, in the field corner, then veer slightly left to a fourth stile and another fenced track.  Enter the track and in 150m cross a stile, left, to bear half right to another stile.  Turn left to follow the fence, left, for 600m and emerge, via a bridlegate, onto the B6387.

7. Cross over to the headland path, with the hedge, left, and follow the well-defined path for 700m to Brake Road.  Turn left and in 75m take the footpath, left, to walk on the perimeter of Boughton Brake Wood.  150m after passing underneath power lines make a right U-turn, as signed, to walk up the main ride of the plantation.  Just past the picnic area fork left on another path that leads back to your starting point.

POINTS OF INTEREST

Robin Hood’s Cave – This is the name given to a small cave in the sandstone on the bank of the River Maun. In reality it is difficult to imagine that it was ever large enough for anyone to take refuge in.

Conjour Alders – At the confluence of the Rivers Maun and Meden was a crossing point known as “Coningswath” – of Scandinavian origin and meaning “Kings Ford”.  The name Conjour is a combination of Coningswath and Alder, after the trees, which grow in abundance adjacent to the River Maun.

Bothamsall – An estate village built by the Duke of Newcastle in the 19th century.  The village won the title of  ‘Best Kept Village in Nottinghamshire’ from 1986-7-8 in a competition organised by The Council for the Protection of Rural England.  A commemorative plaque is situated in the Church wall, by the main gate.

The Church of St. Peter and St. Mary was re-built in 1845 on the site of an earlier place of worship.  Some relics of the earlier Church remain inside, notably a 14th century font and a small brass in the Chancel.

Castle Hill, to the west of the village, was the site of a small Motte and Bailey.  Its prominent position allowed good views of the surrounding countryside.

Kirton – Hall Farm, situated on the west side of the main street, is one of the oldest houses in the village being built by the Clarkson family in 1630.

Boughton Pumping Station – This Victorian building dates from 1905 and although no longer used as originally intended it has been sympathetically converted, by the local District Council, and provides workshops, a conference centre and a restaurant.
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