
HARLOW WOOD AND RAINWORTH

An ideal winter, woodland walk, just to the south of Mansfield, exploring a part of the county once famous for highwaymen and robbers.  Robin Hood frequented the area and is said to have fought Friar Tuck in Fountain Dale, alongside Rainworth Water, which flows into the lovely L-Lake, so called because of its shape.  St Mary’s Church at Blidworth sits proudly on the top of a hill whilst one of the best views in the county can be seen from the nearby beer garden of The Bird in Hand pub.

Distance
:
14km (9 miles)

Duration
:
4.5 hours

Starting point
:
The Greenwood Craft and Garden Centre car park, Portland College



(SK 551568)

Maps required
:
OS Explorer No 270 Sherwood Forest




OS Landranger No 120 Mansfield and Worksop

Terrain
:
Flat, tracks and woodland paths, can be muddy in Fountain Dale after



rain.

Refreshments
:
Café at the Craft Centre, Portland College.  Numerous shops and pubs



in Rainworth and Blidworth

THE ROUTE

1. Leave the car park, cross over the access road and head SSE, along the covered walkway, to descend to a crossing track.  Continue ahead and in 150m turn left onto the Robin Hood Way, as waymarked.  (To see the Sheppard Stone turn right to the A60, then bear left for 50m).  Follow the obvious path, through the trees, for 1.3km to emerge onto the edge of a field then, still within the trees, continue ahead to bear right to the eastern end of the Fountain Dale Lakes.

2. You now follow the field headland path, which is sometimes muddy, for 400m to a path junction.  Continue ahead, still on the headland, until it enters the wood, after 1km.  After another 250m you arrive at a bridlegate that leads onto Blidworth Lane.

3. Cross over, with care, bearing slightly right, to a footpath sign near a gateway.  Take the path alongside the trees, right to locate an opening, right, after 300m.  Through this walk between the lake and a pond to the far side.  Here turn left, as signed, to walk along the SE side of the L Lake.  After 250m bear left, over a footbridge and at the bend in the lake leave through the main entrance along a sandy track, which bears right and becomes Lind Close.  At the end turn left along Lake Farm Road to meet the A617, Southwell Road East.

4. Turn right keeping ahead at the traffic lights to follow this road for 1km to locate the footpath right, just past the last bungalow on the right, by the speed restriction sign.  Go through the squeezer to follow a wide track, through the former colliery spoil heaps, which veers right after 250m.  Pass through a barrier and continue on this clear path for 1km to pass through another gateway.  Where the track veers right leave it and continue ahead to ascend to Mansfield Road in Blidworth.

5. Turn left along this main road for 500m to locate the footpath right, next to the Post Office, on the corner of New Lane.  Follow this onto Marklew Close and continue in the same direction to enter a narrow ginnel that leads to a field.  Proceed on the obvious path, up hill, to turn left in front of some cottages.  After 25 metres bear right on a track to find the stone stile left, after 50m.  Continue up hill, alongside the hedge left, to cross a stile into Butler Drive.  Now forward for 50m to enter a narrow ginnel that leads onto Main Street, Blidworth.

6. Turn right and after 125m, where the pavement ends, take the footpath right up some steps to cross two stiles, which lead into a meadow.  Continue downhill, keeping the hedge on your right, to emerge out onto a track, in front of a copse, at a four-path junction.  Turn left and continue for 200m to a second four-path junction, as signed.  Now forward to enter a fenced path that leads to a meadow at the foot of Red Gate Farm, seen on your left.  Keep ahead in the next field, on a defined path through grass, to enter a large arable field.  Veer slightly right, uphill, to locate a stile just to the right of the largest tree seen in the facing hedge line.  Over this cross two muddy paddocks to enter another narrow, enclosed path that eventually leads out onto a minor road.

7. Cross over to join the access track to Providence Farm and at the buildings bear left, through a bridlegate, to follow the hedge downhill to a second gate and a stream.  Continue forward to a field then follow the always-defined bridleway across the field corner to a hedged path, which you follow for 800m to Lindhurst Farm.

8. Turn left on the wide track for 600m to enter Harlow Wood.  After 150m turn left on a wide track which you follow, ignoring all side tracks, for 1.5km to meet a crossing path, 150m short of the A60.  Turn right and retrace your steps, through the hospital buildings, back to the car park.

POINTS OF INTEREST

The Robin Hood Way – The 105-mile linear long distance footpath starts at the medieval gatehouse of Nottingham Castle and meanders its way through Nottinghamshire passing many historical sites associated with the legend.  It finishes at Edwinstowe Church, the place where Robin and Maid Marian were married.

The Way was planned by members of the Nottingham Wayfarers Rambling Club in 1982 from an original idea by Chris Thompson.  The first edition of the guidebook was published in 1985 whilst the current revised edition appeared in 1995.

The Sheppard Stone – An inscribed stone located near the lay-by alongside the A60 marks the spot where 17 year old Elizabeth “Bessie” Sheppard of Papplewick was murdered in 1817, by Charles Rotherham.

Fountain Dale Lakes – Nowadays they are overgrown and badly silted up.  It was here that Robin Hood first met Friar Tuck when they fought at the moat, the remains of which are now barely visible.

Friar Tuck’s Well – This ancient well, by the side of Rainworth Water, has long been disused and has fallen into a state of disrepair.  The Friar is said to have baptised his converts here.

Blidworth – Behind St Mary’s Church is a scale model of the Church whilst Will Scarlett is said to have been buried in the graveyard.  The Church itself is famous for the 400 year old ‘Rocking Ceremony’ which is performed to commemorate the Presentation of Christ at the Temple.  On the first Sunday in February a male child, born in the parish nearest to Christmas Day, is rocked in a beautiful flower-decked cradle at a special service.

Blidworth became a framework-knitting centre with 35 frames in use at one time.  In 1925 the pit was sunk changing the face of the village, however this has now closed but various relics of the mining industry can be seen adjacent to the recreation ground.
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