
GREASLEY AND KIMBERLEY

An easy half-day walk with lots of historical interest en-route.  Greasley Church has connections with local author D H Lawrence whilst in the churchyard lies the remains of Benjamin Drawater, the ship’s surgeon to Captain Cook on his voyages of discovery.  There are two great viewpoints: one from Rolleston Park, over the city of Nottingham, and the other from the site of two former windmills looking over the Giltbrook valley.  

Distance
:
8km (5 miles)

Duration
:
2½ hours

Starting point
:
The lay-by alongside Greasley Church (SK 490473)

Maps required
:
OS Explorer No 260 Nottingham and The Vale of Belvoir



OS Landranger No 129 Nottingham and Loughborough Area

Terrain
:
Rolling countryside and grass fields.  The area around the Giltbrook can be


muddy after rain.

Refreshments
:
The Minton Tea Rooms adjacent to Greasley Church. The Queen’s Head in



Watnall (off-route), numerous pubs in Kimberley.

THE ROUTE

1. From the lay-by walk uphill, crossing the car park entrance.  At a signpost and a gap in the wall turn left then climb the steps.  Follow the tarmac path straight across the graveyard. (Greasley Church is to your left) to join the Robin Hood Way.  Continue ahead, sign-posted Newthorpe, to shortly go through a gate.

2. Bear slightly right and walk across the field.  Maintain the same direction and walk across a further two fields, via a series of gates and a stile, to a path junction in the right hand corner.

3. Turn left and follow the field-edge path, with a hedge on your right hand side.  Cross the farm track, by way of two gates and follow the path gently downhill, across two fields, through a gate, to the Gilt Brook.  (N.B. This area is very boggy in wet weather.)

4. Cross the concrete bridge and a stile.  Now climb the hill for 40m to a stile in the hedge, on your right.  Cross the stile, turn left and continue to climb to a stile at the top of the field.  Over the stile, turn right and follow the drive as it bends around a cottage garden.

5. Take a path on the right, sign-posted Watnall.  This winds its way through the fringe of Watnall Wood (ignore a right turn) to arrive at a farm track.  This is crossed by way of two stiles, as you enter Rolleston Park.

6. Climb steeply up the grassy hillside.  When over the crest of the hill aim slightly right, on a faint path, to reach a junction of paths.  You now leave the Robin Hood Way, temporarily. (On a clear day there are fine views to see from this point.)

7. Bear slightly right, sign-posted Kimberley, keeping a hedge to your right and a disused covered reservoir to the left.  Cross the stile, in the right hand corner, and follow the enclosed path downhill to a road (High Spania).

8. Cross the road, with care, and turn left.  After 200m, at the point where High Spania becomes Holly Road, turn right onto a signed footpath, with a row of houses on the right.  Follow the path as it bends right after 100m and continues to a road (Seamer Road).  Cross the road and walk ahead for 10m.

9. Turn sharp left, to take a path between hedges.  Cross the road and continue on the path straight ahead, to arrive in a cul-de-sac (Moray Court).  Follow this downhill to the T-junction and go straight across the road.  Turn right, then immediately left onto a path between houses.  You will come to a T-junction of paths. (Kimberley Meadow Nature Reserve is 50 metres to the left from here).

10. Turn right and follow the track (ignore a left turn) past a white barrier to a road (Hardy Street) where you turn right.  Walk up the hill for 150m (you are now surrounded by the buildings of Kimberley Brewery).  At a Public Footpath sign turn left (Oak Lodge Drive).  Go past a row of cottages and through a gap in the wall on the left at the end.  Follow the path downhill through the wood (ignore a stile on the right) to a gate in the fence on the right hand side, just before a building.

11. Go through the gate and into open parkland.  (This is Hall Om Wong open space).  Maintain this direction to pass through a large gap between trees, keeping the children’s play area well to your left.  Gently swing right, uphill, towards a bungalow at the top corner.  You now join the Robin hood Way again.

12. Follow the path between hedges and fences to Maws Lane.  Cross the road and continue along Edinboro Row, first past houses, then allotments to reach a further open space.  This is the site of two former windmills.  At the path junction, take the narrow path that keeps to the left of the children’s play area and arrives at a stile.

13. Cross the stile and bear half-right across a field and through a gap in the hedge by a large tree.  Maintain direction over the next field to another stile.  Over the stile, walk gently downhill, admiring the views, across two fields to arrive at the Gilt Brook again.  DO NOT cross the bridge, but turn right to follow the Brook for 400m to the next crossing.

14. Go over the bridge, passing through two gates and head half-left across the field, to a gate in the left- hand corner.  Go through the gate and straight over the next field.  Just before the next gate turn right.  You are now heading straight to Greasley Church.  Maintain the same direction across six fields, via a series of gates and stiles.  Retrace your steps through the graveyard to the lay-by.
POINTS OF INTEREST

St Mary’s Church, Greasley – In the churchyard there are several interesting graves, which are indicated on an information board near to the main entrance gate.  Perhaps the most famous grave is that of Benjamin Drawater who was the ships’ surgeon to Captain Cook during his voyages of discovery to the South Pacific.

Greasley Castle Farm – This is on the site of a fortified manor house that belonged to the Cantelupe family.  Some of the moat and stone walling survives and a ruined wall and reconstructed pointed arch were incorporated in the existing farm building, which dates from the 18th century.

The Robin Hood Way – A 105 mile linear route that meanders through the county of Nottinghamshire and links many of the historical sites connected with the Robin Hood legend.  It starts at the medieval gatehouse of Nottingham Castle and finishes at Saint Mary’s church in Edwinstowe.  The scenery traversed is a mixture of urban, woodland and waterside paths, as well as public parks and agricultural land.

The Way was planned by members of the Nottingham Wayfarers Rambling Club, most notably Roland Price and Alec Hickton, in commemoration of its Golden Jubilee year in 1982 from an original idea by Chris Thompson.  The initial route was 88 miles long but a revised, longer one was devised in 1995 when the third edition of the guide book was published.  This extended route included a loop into the Minster town of Southwell and this together with several minor improvements raised the total distance to over 100 miles.

Kimberley – This is an industrial village which has only grown since 1816.  Nowadays it is usually considered to be a suburb of Greater Nottingham.  However some people would claim that its most famous product is Kimberley Ale.  There used to be two railway stations here in this one village; one on the Midland Line, closed in 1951, the other on the Northern Line was closed in 1964.
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