
FARNSFIELD AND ROB LANE

A pleasant walk around the charming village of Farnsfield initially along the Southwell Trail, a former mineral railway line, then exploring the undulating countryside to the south of the village.  Rob Lane, once the haunt of thieves, is now a beautiful, hollow by-way whilst the view, overlooking Combs Farm, is one of the best in the county.

Distance
:
9 km (5.5 miles)

Duration
:
2.5 hours

Starting point
:
Farnsfield Station Picnic Area, Station Lane (SK643573)

Maps required
:
OS Landranger No 120 Mansfield and Worksop



OS Explorer No 270 Sherwood Forest

Terrain
:
Undulating countryside, woodland and field paths, generally in



good condition.

Refreshments
:
The Red Lion and The Plough Inns

THE ROUTE

1. From the car park walk east, along the Trail, towards Kirklington, for 1.75km, to a point where overhead power lines cross over the Trail.  Turn right, through a gap, then right again onto a green track which eventually becomes Brickyard Lane at the former Victorian Pumping Station, seen on your right.  After 1km you emerge onto the main road, adjacent to the Plough Inn.

2. Turn right along Main Street and in 50m take the ginnel, left, as signed.  After 150m keep ahead, at a path junction, to an enclosed path that leads onto Cotton Mill Lane.  Turn right and in 25m left into Combs Lane.

3. After 100m, almost opposite the end of Tippings Lane, take the stile left to cross two, small meadows, as signed, to a gateway.  Continue ahead towards a prominent tree, in the field corner, to a stile then forward for 20m to another stile, left.  Over this enter a small plantation and veer right to locate a wide, mown, grassy path after 100m.  Turn right to a gap in the hedge then forward, across an arable field, to a wide gap in the hedge opposite.  Continue ahead, with a hedge left then forward across another arable field to locate a wide gap in a hedge, right.  Through this turn immediately left, alongside a hedge, to a stile at the top of the hill.  Over this turn right to the field corner then left to descend to a wide gap, right, in the field corner.  Through this turn half-left, across the field corner, to enter an enclosed track which you follow up to Greaves Lane.

4. Turn right and in 400m, opposite Wood Farm, turn right up Rob Lane, signed ‘Farnsfield 2.5 miles’.  You are now on the Robin Hood Way Long Distance Footpath.  At the top of this hollow track turn left, at a footpath sign, to continue through the trees for 900m to locate a stile right, on the perimeter of Combs Wood.  Over this descend for 150m to a second stile, right, and follow the obvious path through the trees, to a third stile on the wood edge.  Bear half-right to a fourth stile and continue, in the same direction, across an arable field to Combs Lane.

5. Turn right and in just over 1km fork left onto an enclosed, grassy track.  Pass through a bridlegate and cross a narrow field to a metal gate.  Do not go through this but turn left, alongside the hedge, to emerge onto Longland Lane.  Turn right and in 150 turn right again into Beck Lane.  After 200m locate the narrow ginnel left, by a seat, which leads up to Blidworth Lane.  Go forward to meet Main Street opposite the Red Lion Inn.

6. Turn right and in 50m, just before the Church, take the narrow ginnel, left up to Chapel Lane.  Turn left and in 200m ascend the tarred path and steps right, alongside the old village lock-up, to enter the recreation ground.  Cross over the playing field to leave by the small gateway onto Station Lane.  Turn left and in 250m take the ginnel right, next to house number 60A, to emerge onto Alexander Road.  Turn left and in the far right hand corner take the paved path, through the bungalow complex, to rejoin the Southwell Trail.  Turn left back to the car park.

POINTS OF INTEREST

The Southwell Trail – Stretches for 7.5 miles from Southwell to Bilsthorpe and was once part of the old railway line from Mansfield to Rolleston Junction.  After Dr. Beeching closed the line in the 1960’s this section was purchased by Notts County Council and transformed into a linear nature park
Farnsfield – The parish Church, dedicated to Saint Michael, dominates the village.  Built in 1869 by T C Hine the building has the appearance of a church in a Victorian suburb rather than in a village.

The small, brick building, near the steps to the recreation ground, is the former village lock-up.  Nowadays the local groundsman uses it as a storeroom.

Adjacent to Combs Farm is the site of an ancient Roman hill camp.

The Robin Hood Way - A 105 mile linear route, which meanders through the county of Nottinghamshire and links many of the historical sites connected with the Robin Hood legend.  It starts at the medieval gatehouse of Nottingham Castle and finishes at the Church of Saint Mary in Edwinstowe.  The scenery traversed is a mixture of urban, woodland and waterside paths, as well as public parks and agricultural land.  The Way was planned by members of the Nottingham Wayfarers’ Rambling Club in commemoration of its Golden Jubilee year in 1982 from an original idea by Chris Thompson.  The initial route was 84 miles long but a revised, longer one was devised in 1995 when the third edition of the guidebook was published.
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