TRANSLATION

______________________________________________________

April 20, 2005

Affidavit

My name is Zerabruk Hailu Tesfaye. I am currently working as a special security police officer for the Federal Police.  I know Amaha Gebremariam, who is the uncle of Robel. I consider him to be a good friend. He has asked me to give my testimony of what I know about Robel and what I have done to help him get out of jail. The testimony that I am giving must be confidential.

I am giving this testimony to testify what Robel will face if he is forced to return to Ethiopia. Eritreans who have supported the ruling of the UN border commission to give the disputed region of Badme to Eritrea have been sent to jail and never released from jail. This is exactly what has happened to the two friends’ of Robel. They were charged of being spies of the Eritrean government and transmitting security information to the Eritrean government. 

Robel has been accused of being the sole source that has given his two friends the internal security information. He has also been accused of deliberately malfunctioning the Airline system where he was working. In addition to that he and his friend Alemu Jote has been accused of transmitting security information to the Oromo Liberation Front whose head office is in Asmara.

Few weeks after Robel had left for the US, Alemu Jote was arrested for his involvement in the Oromo student riot at Addis Ababa University where he was a postgraduate student.

Robel’s two friends are not the only Eritreans being arrested. Other Eritreans who have supported the UN border commission descion have been imprisioned. If Robel is forced to return he will be facing similar persecution as his other friends because he was caught in the coffee shop with them while they were showing their support of the decision by the UN commission. That was the reason why he was sent to jail. I was able to secure his release until the investigation was concluded. 

The investigation is now over and he and his friends are found to be guilty of the charges. He is found guilty of supporting the UN commission border decision, deliberately malfunctioning of the airline computer system and transmitting security information to the Oromo Liberation Front whose head office is in Asmara Eritrea.

If Robel is forced to return to Ethiopia, he will be imprisoned and persecuted for all the charges that he has been found guilty. You might ask if I believe in his accusations, I probably might not and I personally favor free speech and expression of idea that is why I believe what happened in the coffee shop was right. But as a policy executer I follow orders. Since many Eritreans are suffering their lifetime favoring the UN boarder commission decision, Robel by no means would be an exception. I am giving this testimony in support of his asylum application in the US. 

I Zerabruk Hailu swear and confirm, on penalty of perjury, that all the information that I am supplying in this letter are correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge and my recollection.

Zerabruk Hailu

[Sinature]

______________________________________________________________________

I certify that I am fluent in both the Amharic and English languages and that I am competent to translate this document. I have translated the attached document completely and accurately from Amharic to English to the best of my abilities on May 12, 2005

______________________________________________


