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Affidavit

April 28, 2005

My name is Alemtsehay Haddis. I am an Ethiopian national residing in Sanaa, Yemen. I am writing this affidavit in support of my brother’s asylum application in the US.

The government of Ethiopia deported my father Haddis Woldegebriel to Eritrea on December 1998. Our door was knocked around 5:AM. When I opened the door there were two military persons armed with machine guns. They wanted to know where my father was. I was disturbed because I knew they were at our house to take my father away.  They ordered us to prepare his luggage. When we finished they took my father to District (wereda) 13 office where, they had rounded up all the Eritreans that were about  to be deported. They kept them for two days at the place and he was deported to Eritrea with out his will.

My brother Robel, was dismissed from his job at the Ethiopian Security, Immigration and refugee Affairs Authority because of his ethnicity. Because of the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia everyone with Eritrean descent was a suspect to the Ethiopian government. He was told that he was a security concern and he lost his job.

Having lost his government job, Robel continued working at private companies  in the field of computer networking and programming.  Finally, he managed to enter Addis Ababa University to work on his graduate degree in the field of Electrical Engineering.

My brother continued to face problems at Addis Ababa University. There was a student riot at the university and classes were cancelled for some time. On April 18, 2001 the government gave an ultimatum for the university students to resume class or face other consequences.

My brother adhered to the ultimatum and went back to the university, but he never returned home after that. We feared that something terrible had happened to him as we watched the student riot on the media. The students were arrested and taken to a town named Sendafa. My mother went there looking for him but she did not succeed to see him at the police station. Later on, she traveled again with my uncle Amha and was able to secure his release and she brought him home. When Robel returned home I saw his knees bleeding and in pain because of the coercive physical exercise he performed as punishment.

Robel also continued to face problems at his new job at the Ethiopian Airlines. Some workers knew that he was fired from his previous job for his ethnicity and they began intimidating him. 

Around July 28,2003 Robel was out with friends to a coffee shop. He stayed out longer than expected. My mother and I were concerned and we began searching for him. We finally found him arrested in district (wereda) 17 Police station. He was arrested by security agents because his friends were showing some emotional reaction to news broadcast playing on TV in the coffee shop. 

My brother was wrongfully accused of being an Eritrean government agent. He was subjected to mistreatment and torture during his imprisonment at the police station. 

My family tried everything they could to get him released but we were not successful. He was eventually released because of a security official my uncle knew. The official bargained to secure Rebel’s release on a bail. His uncle Amaha was able to bail him out.

Few weeks after his release, the security official that secured Robel’s release informed us that the case against my brother and his friends was a serious one.  My brother knew that life would be hard so he decided to flee from the country. Soon after he had left the country security agents came to our house and took away robel’s computer, diskettes and other documents. Their false accusation continued. They even falsely charged him and his two friends of transmitting intelligence information to the Oromo Liberation front spy named Alemu Jote. When they could not find my brother, they took me to District (wereda) 17 police stations. They kept me there for two days until I confessed that my brother had left the country. I was eventually released on bail. I also fled the country after suffering detention and harassment. If we had had stayed we would have been imprisoned and abused as his friends are facing now at the hands of Ethiopian government agents. 

We are indeed grateful to our Uncle Amaha, but he has suffered a lot because of us. He has made so many sacrifices for us. If Robel is forced to return, he will face the same persecution as his friends are suffering.

I swear and affirm with my signature that the affidavit I have given above is true to the best of my knowledge and recollection. Sincerely, 

Alemtsehay Haddis

[Signature]

______________________________________________________________________

I, certify that I am fluent in both the Amharic and English languages and that I am competent to translate this document. I have translated the attached document completely and accurately from Amharic to English to the best of my abilities on May 12, 2005

__________________________________________

