My name is Sintayehu Demeke, I am living in wereda 17 kebele 03 house number 234 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. My  Tel : +251-1-178573, +251-9-642304 and I am an Ethiopian Citizen. I am working for Ethiopian Airlines in the Information Systems/General Accounting System Support as a Senior Programmer. 





I first met Robel in the Ethiopian Airlines while we were working for a general accounting software under the supervision of Moges Delelegn and Fetlework Merawi. I became friend with him . He was working so hard and he had a deep knowledge of the Oracle database system. He suggested Oracle as a back end database management system to the CIO Mesfin Tassew and chosen to be the back end database system of the software we developed. Since He had the deep knowledge of the software and the life cycle of the database management system software lifecycle I used to stick with him in order to gain the skill. He was mentoring and at the same time developing the general accounting software.





we get closer during those times of building the project and so we developed friendship. We started to get out together for a tea break in the office and or lunch. Even our friendship grow as we hangout together after work and giving each other telephone calls as often as we wanted to go  that  to coffee shops like La’Parazion and Purple cafe’s. Even sometimes he came to my house. 





During his stay in the airline security agents tried to jeopardize his life and carrier mainly because of jealousy of his success and hard work. They were speaking that he was an ea and was dismissed from the security, and Immigration. As a matter of fact They tried to harass him . They were finding any fault trying to link with his ethnicity. When the first general accounting system was released it had a flaw. They even tried to use this opportune moment to discriminate and imprison him which the flaw is a common problem that happens in every computer project life cycle.   In late July,2003 I haven’t seen him for more than 2 weeks that I found out about his arrest after calling his family. But I know about his last arrest after calling his home to his families. His family told me that he was arrested and even visited him while he was suffering at the Wereda 17 police station. He told me that they were arrested from a coffee shop near the imperial hotel while they were celebrating his recent graduation from Addis Ababa university with his friends Solomon Gebremedhin and Mulugeta Mehari. They were accused of expressing their support on the latest news release that badme was decided to Eritrea. And they were accusing him what his rivals were falsely used to incriminate him of the recent flaw in the computer system failure. He suffered more than two weeks in the Wereda 17 police station jail. When he was finally released from jail around August 2003, I met him while being discouraged and going to the Filwuha physiotherapy service to take treatment and massage for his bruised and swelling body. After he was released He was intimidated and looked terrible and afraid trying to explain what has happened to him while he was detained. He was became discrete and lonely. For fear that it was a matter of time before they find convenient opportunity to accuse and indanger his life. Our Boss Moges Delelegn used his expertise as a bait to resist firing him. He wanted his skill to complete the unfinished sensitive project of the airline and to correct the flaws that occurred during development.





Robel’s immediate supervisor ,Moges Delelegn ,  was the Information Technology and Computer operations manager.  He was extremely supportive of him and was the one who helped him get a visas to go to the united states by giving him a letter verifying he had a job and was taking a vacation. But Robel was going for a training, because that was the easiest letter so that Moges might not be questioned. He had also signed the application for his Cisco systems training as the supervisor, even though Robel got the training by himself and covers his own expenses. Moges had been under pressure by the security to fire Robel but needed his expertise and resisted firing him.  Few  weeks after Robel went to the United states, apparently Moges was fired for assisting Robel.  Moges was extremely angry and disappointed by helping Robel getting a visa for causing his dismissal and still he is traumatized. He is now working by going to and fro as temporary employee in companies
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