Name – Michael Daniel Quesnel

Birth Date – October 13, 1967

Place Of Birth – Kingston, Ontario, Canada

Current Address – Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada

E-mail Address – roaringriffs@yahoo.com, screamingguitars@hotmail.com
Musical Education

Formal – 
Humber College, Toronto, Ontario, 1994



1 year Guitar (main instrument)



Courses included Ear Training, Rhythm Reading, Music Theory

Private - 
Private lessons in rock guitar from Gord Marshall



Approximately 1 year



Kingston, Ontario, 1986

Musical Experiences

1986

Guitar lessons begin.



First band position – lead vocals – “Prowler,” Kingston, Ont.

1988

First band position on guitar – rhythm guitar, lead and backing vocals – 

“Little Rogue,” Cloyne, Ont.

First public performance – “Lake Ontario Park”

1989

First band in which my original material was used – lead and rhythm guitar,



lead and backing vocals – “Illusion/Silence,” Odessa, Ont.



Performance at Legion 631, Amherstview, Ont.

1991

Original material and metal cover material – lead and rhythm guitar,



lead vocals – “M Street,” Kingston, Ont.



First Battle Of The Bands win – “Dollar Bill’s” nightclub.



First professional recording – “Summit Sound Inc.,” Westport, Ont.

Performances at Dollar Bill’s (Kingston), On Tap (Ottawa), The Horseshoe Tavern (Toronto), Unknown venue (Belleville)

1992

M Street – lead and rhythm guitar, backing vocals – Kingston, Ont.



Second Battle Of The Bands win – “Dollar Bill’s” nightclub.



Performances at Dollar Bill’s, Stages, Zorba’s and private parties (Kingston),



Unknown venue (Davison, Que.), 



Recording of “M Street – Of Song And Sin”

1994

Formal education begins – Humber College, Toronto, Ont.



First power trio – lead and backing vocals, all guitars – “4th Dimension”



Performances at Lee’s Palace, the Hard Rock Café, many others.



Recording of “4th Dimension – Live At Lee’s Palace”

1996 

Relocation to Burnaby, B.C.

1998

First female-fronted band – guitars and backing vocals – “Dia” – Burnaby, B.C.

1999

Performances at the Media Club, the Purple Onion, many others (Vancouver),



Recording of “Dia – Hardly Soft”

2000 

Performance at unknown venue (Ventura, California), many others



Recording of “Dia – Dia”



First video – “Dia – Down On Me”

2002 

Recording of “My Wyfe Mary’s Freekshow” – guitars and backing vocals



Performance at unknown venue (Vancouver)

2003 
First position on bass guitar – “Les Barons” – acoustic guitar, conga drums, backing vocals and bass guitar


Performances at the Candy Bar (Vancouver)


Recording of “Les Barons – Skull In A Top Hat EP”



Video – “Les Barons – Bury Me Deep”



First web site posting – www.lesbarons.net

2004

Compiling of “Mike Quesnel – Into The Unknown”



All instruments and vocals

2005

First web site featuring my original compositions and artwork



www.geocities.com/roaringriffs
Note:  this list is a generalization.  It does not contain all performances and experiences.

Influences – 
(early years) Led Zeppelin, Kiss, Deep Purple, Elvis Presley

(teen years) Iron Maiden, Judas Priest, Black Sabbath

(young adult years) Metallica, Megadeth, Iron Maiden, Judas Priest, Kim Mitchell, The Cars

(adult years) Joe Satriani, Steve Vai, Queensryche, Frank Zappa, etc.,

Comments -
I’d just like to say that I have never been a follower of trends.  I play guitar the way I do because of my love for the instrument and my undying dedication to rock and roll.


I’d like to add that I have been sketching, drawing, painting and sculpting for over 20 years.

Thank you for reading – Mike.

