Andrew Kuo

Libr 244

Introduction to Online searching

Query Searches
QUESTION #1:  Pull up the Sample Search document from the Week 5 materials, and go through it.  Is that the way you’d have approached the search?   What would have happened if you had used a proximity operator when searching “teach” and “Dialog”?  Try it and see – include your proximity search in the results you give to me.  (5 points)

Yes, that’s the way I would’ve approached the search.  If I used a proximity operator, maybe I wouldn’t need to build searches and combine, maybe one search with both terms would finish it.  Here’s my search:

File 148:Gale Group Trade & Industry DB 1976-2006/Oct 03

       (c)2006 The Gale Group

      Set  Items  Description

      ---  -----  -----------

?

Ref   Items  Index-term 

E1        1  AU=TENO, JOAN 

E2        1  AU=TENO, JOAN M. 

E3        0 *AU=TENOPIR 

E4      278  AU=TENOPIR, CAROL 

E5        1  AU=TENOPIR, CAROLE 

E6        1  AU=TENOPYR, MARY L. 

E7        1  AU=TENORIO CORDEIRO, M. 

E8        1  AU=TENORIO, EDMUNDO R. 

E9        1  AU=TENORIO, FRANCISCO 

E10       1  AU=TENORIO, RAFAEL 

E11       1  AU=TENORIO, RITA 

E12       4  AU=TENORIO, V. 

          Enter P or PAGE for more 

?

S E4

      S1     278  AU='TENOPIR, CAROL' 

?

S TEACH(N)DIALOG

           67636  TEACH 

           28137  DIALOG 

      S2       2  TEACH(N)DIALOG 

?

S DIALOG(N)TEACH

           28137  DIALOG 

           67636  TEACH 

      S3       2  DIALOG(N)TEACH 

?

Set     Items   Description 

S1        278   AU='TENOPIR, CAROL' 

S2          2   TEACH(N)DIALOG 

S3          2   DIALOG(N)TEACH 

?

2 results seems like a very precise set. Hopefully I’ll get my article!
T S3/6/1-2

  3/6/1  

13491408     SUPPLIER NUMBER: 75089937 

 Why I Still Teach Dialog.(computer program)  

May 1, 2001 

  3/6/2  

11901561     SUPPLIER NUMBER: 59281024    (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

 Biological sciences databases in academic libraries.(Brief  

 Article)(Statistical Data Included)  

Feb, 2000 

WORD COUNT:   2186    LINE COUNT:  00264 

?

T S2/6/1-2

  2/6/1  

13491408     SUPPLIER NUMBER: 75089937 

 Why I Still Teach Dialog.(computer program)  

May 1, 2001 

 Yeah! I got it!
  2/6/2  

11901561     SUPPLIER NUMBER: 59281024    (USE FORMAT 7 OR 9 FOR FULL TEXT) 

 Biological sciences databases in academic libraries.(Brief  

 Article)(Statistical Data Included)  

Feb, 2000 

WORD COUNT:   2186    LINE COUNT:  00264 

?

COST

       04oct06 12:28:32 User009906 Session D656.2 

            $0.99    0.660 DialUnits File148 

               $0.00  4 Type(s) in Format  6 

            $0.00  4 Types 

     $0.99  Estimated cost File148 

     $1.20  INTERNET 

     $2.19  Estimated cost this search 

     $2.99  Estimated total session cost   1.031 DialUnits 

?

QUESTION #2:   What happens if you put the words you tried in the proximity search in a different order?  Does it matter?  Why?   (5 points)

If I put my words in a different order, it would not matter—my results were still the same, because I used the (N) operator, meaning adjacent words would be picked-up, in either order: “teach dialog” or “dialog teach.”
QUESTION #3:   Suppose we’re doing a search on the topic:  “working women and day care”.   We don’t have any additional information from the client, just that topic.

What are the two basic concepts in your topic?   (5 points)  

Concept 1: working women
Concept 2: day care
QUESTION #4:   Prepare a basic strategy for a simple search in the ERIC database on the above topic:  “working women and day care”.  Let’s use a technique called “concept blocks” (or “building blocks”) to develop a search strategy.  In question #3 you broke your search topic into two concepts.  Now, fill in terms and one or two synonyms (or more, if you think of more) for each concept (the synonyms would all fall in the same column, under “Concept 1” or “Concept 2”).  Use proximity operators (to build phrases for each concept) and truncation where appropriate.  You might use a form like the one shown below.   (8 points)



Concept 1 


AND

Concept 2

Term       working (N)wome?                                                day care
OR

Term       professional (N)wome?                                          child care
OR

Term       working (N)mothe?                                              pre()school
QUESTION #5:  If you were doing this as a search for a client, is this sufficient information for you to do a reasonable search?  If not, then what additional information would you ask that client for before doing the search?   (7 points)

I don’t think this is sufficient information for a search.  There is a long list of additional questions for a client. I’ll try to list the most relevant ones: What country are you focusing on?  What language do you want to use? What published date ranges should these materials have? Is there an age group of children do you want to focus on? What’s your name? How can you be reached? Who’s paying and how? Are you an expert in the area? What kind of information do you expect?  What format do you want your results in? Are you using the information only for yourself, if not, please tell me about the others. How broad an area do you want to cover?  When do you need it? Do you know anything else about working women and day care that is relevant? Have you run this search with others already? Were they experts? What’s their contact information? Do you want results as I get them or all at once? Does the result need to be processed (entered) into another system? Do you know why I’m asking these questions? (Many questions inspired by Barbara Quint.)
QUESTION #6:  Write out the actual search strategy you plan to use (just write it out – actually doing the search is the next question), showing the search commands, the logical operators, the proximity operators and any truncation.  Plan to display the first five records in Format 8 (titles and indexing).  When you display those 5 records, you will be able to use them in refining your search, so leave it open-ended.   (15 points)

The plan is to catch all relevant terms dealing with either working women or day care.  I decided to narrow my search to 4 terms, 2 terms for each concept because I don’t want to cast too wide a net leading to false drops involving ‘mothers’ in general or ‘pre-schools’ leading to education topics.  I think working women and professional women cover a good, relevant area.  I’ll use OR (Boolean) to include both terms. I use (N) between the words working women and professional women to widen it a bit, but it’s still relevant, because many times women working or women professionals are used to mean the same as working women. ‘Women’ may also be ‘woman,’ thus I use the wildcard ? for wom?n to cover both singular and plural. The second concept, day care, has 2 terms, day care and child care.  I think child care is often used interchangeably with day care, therefore I want to capture both terms.  I’ll use OR (Boolean) to include both terms. After I have my results from both searched sets, I will combine them; using the Boolean AND to capture only sources that have both terms. So, it will look like this:
1. B 1

2. S WORKING(N)WOM?N OR PROFESSIONAL(N)WOM?N
3. S DAY CARE OR CHILD CARE
4. Combine the result sets from the first 2 searches with AND: S S1 and S2
5. T S3/8/1-5
6. T S3/3,9/x(The selection I like most.
QUESTION #7:  Do the search you planned.  When you display the first 5 records of your search results, did you get anything that looks like it’s on target for your search?  Choose one of your 5 that interests you or that looks closest to what you’re looking for, and display it in Format 3 and Format 9.  What do you think of your strategy, now that you see your results?  If you did it over, what would you change?   (10 points)

Yes, there were things that were on target.  The one I chose for Format 3 & 9 was: “Why and How Working Women Choose Child Care: A Review with a Focus on 

Infancy.”  I think my strategy yielded a good number of hits, but perhaps not precise enough.  Yet, this is hard to tell because the client didn’t give me much information.  Maybe my strategy resulted in somewhat higher recall, but at the cost of precision.  Now that I see the results, I think I would’ve searched differently.  First, I would’ve truncated ‘professional?’ in the search to broaden it more. Second, I might’ve searched with proximity operators between sets to make the search more precise (using (s), (n), or (f)).  Third, to broaden the search, I could search with the other terms, ‘working mother’ and ‘pre-school,’ that may have led me to titles that dealt with this subject. 
Type DS (Display Sets) and hit enter.  This will display all the sets you have in your search –I tend to always end my searches with DS, so I can have all the results listed in one place.   

I’ve listed the buffer for Eric below. The DS portion near the end is in red.

Welcome to DialogClassic Web(tm)
                      *** DIALOG HOMEBASE(SM) Main Menu *** 

 Information: 

  1.  Announcements (new files, reloads, etc.) 

  2.  Database, Rates, & Command Descriptions 

  3.  Help in Choosing Databases for Your Topic 

  4.  Customer Services (telephone assistance, training, seminars, etc.) 

  5.  Product Descriptions 

 Connections: 

  6.  DIALOG(R) Document Delivery 

  7.  Data Star(R) 

    (c) 2003 Dialog, a Thomson business.      All rights reserved. 

      /H = Help            /L = Logoff          /NOMENU = Command Mode 

Enter an option number to view information or to connect to an online 

 service.  Enter a BEGIN command plus a file number to search a database 

(e.g., B1 for ERIC).

?

B1

       06oct06 20:46:58 User009906 Session D661.1 

            $0.00    0.190 DialUnits FileHomeBase 

     $0.00  Estimated cost FileHomeBase 

     $0.00  Estimated cost this search 

     $0.00  Estimated total session cost   0.190 DialUnits 

File   1:ERIC 1966-2006/Sep

       (c) format only 2006 Dialog

      Set  Items  Description

      ---  -----  -----------

?

S WORKING(N)WOM?N OR PROFESSIONAL(N)WOM?N

           44774  WORKING 

           40361  WOM?N 

             658  WORKING(N)WOM?N 

           83943  PROFESSIONAL 

           40361  WOM?N 

             244  PROFESSIONAL(N)WOM?N 

      S1     891  WORKING(N)WOM?N OR PROFESSIONAL(N)WOM?N 

?

S DAY CARE OR CHILD CARE

            6129  DAY CARE  (CARE OF CHILDREN BY PERSONS OTHER THAN 

                  THEIR...) 

            1503  CHILD CARE 

      S2    7336  DAY CARE OR CHILD CARE 

?

S S1 AND S2

             891  S1 

            7336  S2 

      S3      61  S1 AND S2 

?

61 hits seems like a big set, but after reading “The Fallacy of the Perfect 30” I decided to stick with 61; it may be the right amount for this particular search.
T S3/8/1-5

  3/8/1  

DIALOG(R)File   1:(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01186998 ERIC NO.: EJ686731 

Instability in Patchworks of Child Care When Moving from Welfare to Work 

  May 2005 (20050500) 

DESCRIPTORS: Employed Women; Child Care; Interviews; Longitudinal Studies; 

  Low Income Groups; Welfare Recipients; Economic Factors 

  3/8/2  

DIALOG(R)File   1:(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01120662 ERIC NO.: EJ641758 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: PS532757 

A Family Ecological Analysis of Child Care Use in Hong Kong. 

  2001 (20010000) 

DESCRIPTORS: Child Caregivers; *Day Care; Day Care Centers; Early Childhood 

  Education; *Family Day Care; Foreign Countries; *Mothers; *Parent 

  Attitudes; *Parents; Public Policy 

IDENTIFIERS: Babysitters; *Day Care Selection; Ecological Perspective; Hong 

  Kong 

  3/8/3  

DIALOG(R)File   1:(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01117772 ERIC NO.: EJ641758 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: PS532757 

A Family Ecological Analysis of Child Care Use in Hong Kong. 

  2001 (20010000) 

DESCRIPTORS: Child Caregivers; *Day Care; Day Care Centers; Early Childhood 

  Education; *Family Day Care; Foreign Countries; *Mothers; *Parent 

  Attitudes; *Parents; Public Policy 

IDENTIFIERS: Babysitters; *Day Care Selection; Ecological Perspective; Hong 

  Kong 

  3/8/4  

DIALOG(R)File   1:(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01043938 ERIC NO.: ED284525 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: HE020841 

Student Financial Aid and Women. ERIC Digest. 

  1987 (19870000) 

DESCRIPTORS: Access to Education; *Change Strategies; *College Students; 

  Comparative Analysis; Day Care; Educational Opportunities; Federal Aid; 

  *Females; Financial Needs; *Financial Policy; Grants; Higher Education; 

  Need Analysis (Student Financial Aid); Public Policy; Scholarships; *Sex 

  Differences; *Student Financial Aid; Student Loan Programs; Work Study 

  Programs 

IDENTIFIERS: ERIC Digests 

  3/8/5  

DIALOG(R)File   1:(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01014044 ERIC NO.: EJ582394 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: PS528998 

Why and How Working Women Choose Child Care: A Review with a Focus on 

Infancy. 

  1999 (19990000) 

DESCRIPTORS: Child Behavior; Context Effect; *Day Care; Decision Making; 

  *Employed Parents; *Infant Care; Literature Reviews; Models; *Mothers; 

  Parent Attitudes; Parent Background; Personality; Public Policy; Research 

  Needs; Theories 

IDENTIFIERS: *Choice Behavior; *Day Care Selection 

?

The last one seems like the best one, I think. (Not much client information to go on, so I’ll try my luck.)
T S3/3,9/5

  3/9/5  

DIALOG(R)File   1:ERIC 

(c) format only 2006 Dialog. All rts. reserv. 

01014044 ERIC NO.: EJ582394 CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: PS528998 

Why and How Working Women Choose Child Care: A Review with a Focus on 

Infancy. 

  Pungello, Elizabeth Puhn; Kurtz-Costes, Beth 

  Developmental Review, v19 n1 p31-96 Mar 1999 

  1999 (19990000) 

ISSN: 0273-2297 

LANGUAGE: English 

DOCUMENT TYPE: 70 (Information Analysis); 80 (Journal articles); 120 

  (Opinion papers) 

RECORD TYPE: ABSTRACT 

JOURNAL ANNOUNCEMENT: CIJOCT1999 

  Reviews research on factors influencing the child-care-choice behaviors 

of mothers of infants within the context of a theoretical model that 

relates such behavior to the environmental context, maternal beliefs 

related to child care, child characteristics, and mother's demographic 

characteristics. Concludes with recommendations for future research and 

public-policy considerations. (Author) 

DESCRIPTORS: Child Behavior; Context Effect; *Day Care; Decision Making; 

  *Employed Parents; *Infant Care; Literature Reviews; Models; *Mothers; 

  Parent Attitudes; Parent Background; Personality; Public Policy; Research 

  Needs; Theories 

IDENTIFIERS: *Choice Behavior; *Day Care Selection 

?

Set     Items   Description 

S1        891   WORKING(N)WOM?N OR PROFESSIONAL(N)WOM?N 

S2       7336   DAY CARE OR CHILD CARE 

S3         61   S1 AND S2 

?

COST

       06oct06 20:53:26 User009906 Session D661.2 

            $0.85    0.566 DialUnits File1 

               $0.00  5 Type(s) in Format  8 

               $0.00  1 Type(s) in Format  9 

            $0.00  6 Types 

     $0.85  Estimated cost File1 

     $0.70  INTERNET 

     $1.55  Estimated cost this search 

     $1.55  Estimated total session cost   0.756 DialUnits 

