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Lesson Plan

50 Minutes Class Session

Searching for, Evaluating, and Citing Sources from the Internet

Objectives

1. Students will understand how to search for information on the internet.

2. Students will understand how to evaluate web pages.

3. Students will understand how to cite sources from the internet.

Materials

1. Teacher and student computers.

2. Projector with computer connection.

3. Black/white board

4. Student hand-out’s for evaluation of web pages.

Procedures
I. Agenda on Board

A. Welcome

B. Internet

C. Three Ways to Search on the Internet

D. Great Place to Start Research 

E. Evaluating Web Pages

F. Citations

II. Welcome

A. Introductions

B. T-chart on board: What you know versus What you want to learn

1. List a few

III. Internet

A. Internet is a collection of web pages connected by networks of computers.  Web pages are created by all sorts of entities, from individuals and organizations to governments and corporations, providing all sorts of information.

B. Internet information is not all truthful and accurate.  Some are personal pages with opinions. Others may have unreliable information, such as Wikipedia: Anyone can edit Wikipedia, and can add inaccurate information.

IV. Three Ways to Search the Internet

A. Demonstrate searches by:

1. URL find google.com

2. Search Engine: Google.com find Librarian’s Index to the Internet

3. Subject directories: lii.org find Byzantine Empire

      B. Tell students: “Ask reference desk librarian if you forget.”
V. Great Place to Start Research

A. Contra Costa College (CCC) Library web page with link to “Internet Research”

1. Many good links to search engines, directories, tutorials, and others.

2. Discuss searches using phrase search, Boolean logic, and adding/subtracting domains from search.

3. Direct them to “Online Search Tips” on the “Internet Research” page for more information.

B. Have students use a search engine and subject directory to find sources on academic subjects.

1. Check students’ searches in a small class, allow for questions in large class.

VI. Evaluating Web Pages

A. Students go to CCC “Internet Research” then “Evaluation of Web Sites.” Explain:

1. Authority

2. Accuracy

3. Objectivity

4. Currency

5. Coverage

       B. Clarify any questions.

       C. Give hand-outs/homework.

       D. Demonstrate my answers on hand-out/homework. Student choose own academic area. 

       E. Have students return homework to the reference desk.

       F. If students forget anything or have questions, ask the reference librarian on duty.

VII. Citation

       A. Internet sources need to be cited in reports, research papers, and other projects.

       B. Citations need the following information from your internet source: title of the specific web page (has relevant information used in your work), date of creation or last revision of the specific web page, URL of specific web page, title of the web site (main page or home page), name of creator (usually organization or institution) responsible for information, and date of your access to the web page.

      C. Use MLA style. Refer to board:

          1. Example lays out all necessary punctuation and source information order for Byzantine Empire web page.

      D. Pass out hand-out with example of where source information goes. Have students copy my Byzantine Empire example.
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