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Andrew Kuo

Databases Flex Workshop

3/9/07

*Pencil through each section as I finish

*Need DB bookmarks and flyers for Databases class

I. Introduction

A. Write name on board

B. Write agenda on board:

1. Databases vs. Internet

2. Database access and common elements

3. Demonstrate and practice databases    

      C. Ask: “What do you want to learn?”

            1. Write “Want” on board and list some answers

II. Databases vs. Internet

    A.“What is a database?”: Are mostly copyrighted resources we have access to because we buy a subscription for our students and staff.  The resources are electronic indexes that include journals, newspapers, and documents; many of these are full text.  On campus you can get on a computer with internet access and access the database; from home you need to put in a user name and password, HERE’S A BOOKMARK (pass out bookmark) that tells you how to get access from home: you need your name and ID number.

B. The databases are different the internet because databases are reliable, quality resources; most are not available on the internet.  The internet has some great resources, too, but also some terrible ones.

   C. “Any questions?”

III. Database access and common elements

A. For access, look at your bookmark, it tells you the URL for the databases.  From home, type in your last name and ID number.  

1. Everyone go to databases site

B. Walk through the list of databases—emphasis the wide variety of topics

C. Searching: “How many have used search engines?” Raise hands. Different ones work differently.  Databases are also similar to each other but also work searches differently.  The more you understand how each one works, the better your search results will be.

D. All databases share some common elements in searches (Go to Expanded Academic as example):

               1. Basic vs. Advanced Searches—Explain differences

               2. Keyword, subject, natural language options—Explain differences: Keyword searches titles and texts, subject searches assigned subject listings

               3. Stop words: words that are automatically dropped from searches, such as ‘the’ and ‘a’ when they are the first word of a title, keyword, subject searches

               4. Phrase searches: use quotation marks around your phrase of two or more words (don’t recommend too many words in search), ex.: “george w bush”
E. Some databases have these features:

1. Boolean logic: use AND, OR, and NOT (AND=smaller results, OR=larger results, NOT=takes out term)

2. Truncation/wildcard: extends searches for different word endings or middle of words

3. Proximity searches: will look for a word you request that is near/next to your  primary search word

4. Natural language searches: ask questions in natural language, computer picks out important words, ex.: SIRS vendor.

5. Many are full text 

6. Most you can email document to yourself –show example

“Any questions?”

IV. Demonstrate and practice different databases (NOTICE THE TIME. ESTIMATE HOW MANY TO GO OVER)
A. Show rest of databases on Thomson/Gale: Biographies, etc.

1. Practice a search in Biographies: SHOW WHERE THE HELP/SEARCH TIPS is. This helps understanding of each database. (5 min & 10 min practice)

2. Show Opposing Viewpoints and TOOLS link for writing papers

B. Ethnic Newswatch: Demonstrate and practice: SHOW WHERE THE HELP/SAERCH TIPS (10 min demo & 10 min practice)

C. CHECK THE TIME.
D. Go over Newsbank

E. Proquest: demonstrate and practice

F. Sirs: in the FEATURES tab, has government and researcher

G. Brittanica online: has more than the internet version, full text: has links to articles (Ebsco & Proquest)

H. CHECK THE TIME
I. College Source has different college catalogs

J. Go through the rest of the list of database links.

DATABASES SEARCHES

Ethnic NewsWatch (ProQuest): has truncation, Boolean, and proximity operators: search in ‘help’ for proximity operators or search tips

Thomson/Gale: Academic ASAP: goto ‘Help – search’ on top left: gives good summary of search options, including proximity operators, Boolean, truncation (under linked ‘wildcards’). NOTE: MANY DATABASES HERE USE THE SAME SEARCH FUNCTIONS IF THEY ARE OWNED BY THOMSON/GALE

NewsBank: goto ‘Help/About’ > ‘Basic Searching’ > KEYWORD SEARCH TIPS & OPERATORS  or Search Options

Proquest Newspapers: has truncation, Boolean, and proximity operators: search in ‘help’ for proximity operators or search tips

SIRS: goto ‘help’ on right: has Boolean, truncation, phrase search.  

BIR: goto ‘Help’ on top right: has left column of search tips

Encyclopedia Brittanica: No search tips in ‘help’ on right side. Do word(s) search.

California Digital Library: search on bottom left under ‘Powered by CDL’> goto one that fits your topic

Careers Internet Database: click on members> ‘career test’ to see what fits your skills/interests or ‘career building links’

Vocational Guidance Pamphlet Collection = CCC lib. OPAC

College Source: search for a college of your choice: Example: UC Berkeley > has info. choices like profile

CountryWatch: search by country name or use drop-down menu to find country.

CQ Researcher: left column > ‘Advanced search’ > top ‘search tips’ link; has truncation, Boolean, and proximity operators

