2006 USPC RS Meeting – for the Region – For DC’s and Club Board/Officers to know

2006 USPC Convention Information – for the Region – For Members and Others in PC 

There are no changes to the 2006 Medical Release form, however, it is now interactive; you can enter the information and print it out.  Nice and Neat.  Yeah!  

The interactive version:  http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1439   

Regular Medical Release form: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1453 

As well as inducting a Pony Club Centers Program, Pony Club has adopted a Badge Program.  This is D level Horse Management and Riding in achievable pieces one Badge at a time.  Centers and DC’s may purchase these through the bookstore soon.  http://store.yahoo.com/uspcbooks/index.html 

Insurance
· List of Locations and Landowners is $10 per site, for both riding and horse management meetings, via the internet.  The certificate is now printable immediately if done interactively.  To edit leave all the previous information and add to the bottom.  This will insure your previous dates were legitimate.  The inter-active form: http://ponyclub.org/insurance-request.php 

· List of Locations and Landowners is $15 per site if snail mailed because of the additional paperwork and staff involvement.  For the regular form:  http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1550 

· $37 a day for additional “Optional Accident” (up from $35 last year).  http://ponclub.org/get_file.php?id=465 

· Swimming for a party or regular meeting is not insurable.  However, it is insurable for Tetrathlon and overnight camp activity.

· Accident Report forms are to filled in and returned to USPC for accidents with injuries (not necessarily all falls).  This is for internal use; Pony Club is one of few organizations that track this information.  This is not the same as a Claim Form.  http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1247 

· The Health Insurance Claim form through AIG Claim Services is secondary insurance.  In case of a claimable Pony Club accident this should be filled out immediately.  AIG is a large company and therefore slow moving.  Get bills in to them as soon as you receive them.   http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=958 

· To hold a recognized event contact Equisure directly.  Equisure Incorporated is http://www.equisure-inc.com/   The form:  http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=563 

The Oregon Region is hosting the 2007 USPC Annual Convention in Portland, Oregon, January 24th  – 28th .  The Oregon Region website is http://oregon.ponyclub.org 

Horsemasters (The Adult Pony Club) 

Introduction: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=490
Liaison Guidelines: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1626  The best info source.

Application: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1600
Membership Form : http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1594
Expanding Horsizons “Thinking Outside the Box”

Go into the community and reach out to people.  Offer them a day in the country.  Show them that Pony Club really is the Best Kept Secret.  Community Service will create public relations, publicity, possibly some publications, and promote Pony Club overall.

· Girl Scouts (see the ideas in the DC Guide and Unmounted Fun)

· NHRA (clean tack, groom horses, becoming a horse handler…)

· Vision Quest

· Big Sisters

· Retirement Homes

· Military Base

Remember to promote to these organizations that Pony Club will insure the members.

Volunteerism is a large part of a college application.  Another idea is to Swap Pony Club Kids offering a cultural exchange experience.  This is a college application plus and fun time for Pony Club members.

Pony Club members are encouraged by the United States Eventing Association to attend the workshops even if it is as an auditor rather than a participant.  http://useventing.com/ 

C3 Rating for 2006

· The C3 Rating is now a National Testing.  The standards themselves have not changed.  The application just has a new due date.

· This is to begin the alignment into the Specialty Ratings to take effect in 2007.

· There will be more consistency by utilizing a list of Nationally recognized C3 Examiners and enabling these examiners to receive feedback that they did not get before.  Regions were to use Examiners from this list but did not always adhere.

· The list of C3 Examiners is on the Pony Club website: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1562 

Specialty Ratings and New Rating System for 2007

· Those that are C3’s and do not rate up this year or those that successfully meet the C3 standard this year will be “grand-fathered in”.  They will not be required to take the HB rating.  The Horse Management section of the C3 testing they took will suffice.

· Please see the Pony Club Tree of Learning for the flow of the rating system.  http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1480 

· This will be more conducive for a one-day test for each level.

· There is no waiting period between tests for timely applications.

· Candidates can retake just the sections for Horse Management that DNMS at the original testing.  This is up to 3 sections for the HB and up to 2 sections for the H/H-A.  This retest is at the C3 Committee Chair direction and expenses of the candidate.

· Candidates can flow across the new rating system within the same level and can flow diagonally downward but may not flow diagonally upward.  A candidate can take a C3 Dressage then B Dressage then B Traditional (Eventing).  A candidate cannot take a C3 Dressage then directly to a B Traditional.  However, an A Dressage member can go back and do a C3 Show Jumping.

· To see the new standards in draft go to the Pony Club website.

HB Standard: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1555
Dressage Specialty Standard: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1554
Show Jumping Specialty Standard: http://ponyclub.org/get_file.php?id=1557
I am glad I had the opportunity to attend the 2006 Annual USPC Meeting.  I know there are many workshops that could be attended.  Those that did attend please put additions and information on what was learned in the workshops on the RMRDC Digest so we may all know.  

Thanks!

Mandy Biles – Rocky Mountain Region Horse Management Organizer

