Microscopes

Rules and Procedures for Use

General: 

Microscopes are expensive and sophisticated pieces of equipment, engineered to a high degree of accuracy. They should be treated accordingly.

1. Collect a microscope and lamp.

2. Remove the dust cover from microscope and switch on the light.

3. Once seated comfortably, position and angle the microscope so that you can look through the eyepiece with ease.

4. Ensure that the LOW POWER objective lens is in position.

5. Adjust the lamp position and mirror so that the light rays shine directly through the hole in the stage.

6. Place the slide on to the stage and secure it with the clips.

7. Adjust the coarse focus knob so that the specimen being viewed is in focus.

8. Then use the fine focus knob as necessary.

9. When told, rotate the turret so that the Medium Power objective lens is in use. Do not adjust coarse focus!
10. Adjust the fine focus knob until the image is clearly focused.

11. Only use the High Power lens as instructed by your teacher.

12. If the lens appears dirty, ask your teacher to clean it. Only special wipes may be used as the lens glass is very easily scratched.

13. When you have finished with the microscope, remove the slide, wipe the stage if it is wet, return turret to LOW POWER position and replace dust cover.

14. Return lamp and microscope to their correct storage areas.

