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The Curious Dog

Lesson 6: Speech

Methods 2 EGL 450

Unit Plan
What We Really Mean When We Say What We Say
Objective: For students to understand that certain parts of speech such as metaphors, figurative language, idioms, and slang can be hard for others to understand without knowing the specific discourse. Through this process, students will hopefully connect this limited access and comprehension to Christopher’s experience.

 Time Frame: One 42-minute class period.

Materials needed: Copies of the novel The Curious Dog, a notebook, chalkboard, chalk, pen or pencil, internet access. 

Grade and Class Level: 9th grade Regents level class.

Sequence of Activities: 

· Students will be directed to the chalkboard to a Do Now activity.

· Do Now: Write in your notebook. (5-7 minutes)

Christopher can’t understand metaphors or figures of speech. Think of a commonly used phrase in our language and explain what it means logically. Then give an example of how it is used. An example might be the phrase “Birds of a Feather.” 

1) People that are alike in some way are called birds of a feather.

2) They might both have brown hair or be good at telling jokes. 

· Next, students will re-read chapter 29 to themselves and write a paragraph about Christopher’s explanation for why he is bad at (5-10 minutes)

· Once this task is completed students will discuss their paragraphs with their peers, as a class. They will share their Do Now examples. (5-7 minutes)

· Then we will discuss why things like metaphors, slang, figurative language, and even jokes, may be confusing to people that don’t understand our language discourse. Have you ever been lost or confused by something someone said? Have you ever “missed the boat”? How did the experience make you feel? (5-7 minutes)

· After our discussion, students will be asked to take out their books and see if they can find any of the literary devices or language components that Christopher can’t understand, anywhere in the text. (2-3 minutes)

· With the remainder of the period we will read aloud as a class up to chapter 41.

Closure: Students will be instructed to continue their reading up to chapter 59 for tomorrow. There will be a quiz the following day on what they have read.

Assessment: Students will be assessed on their understanding of the chapters and concepts discussed today through the quiz tomorrow. This quiz will be worth a total of 100 points.
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