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The Curious Dog

Lesson 4&5: Prime Numbers

Methods 2 EGL 450

Unit Plan
How Christopher Speaks
Objective: For students to synthesize text through reading comprehension and analysis. For students to become familiar Christopher’s voice and forms of communication and to understand Prime Numbers. 

Time Frame: Two 42-minute class periods.

Materials needed: Copies of the novel The Curious Dog, pen or pencil, and a notebook, chalkboard, chalk. 

Grade and Class Level: 9th grade Regents level class.

Sequence of Activities: 

Students will be asked to share their responses from the night before.(3-5 Minutes)

· Once this task is completed students will discuss their impression of the text so far and their understanding of prime numbers. We will review Christopher’s explanation in chapter 19 and the terminology in the appendix.(5-10 minutes)

· Next, we will read chapter 19 and discuss how it compares to Christopher’s other forms of communication. Then we will return to chapter 3 and we will discuss emoticons. (5-10 minutes)

· Students will then be asked to think of quirky habits that they may have. How do these habits compare to Christopher’s? Did you pre-judge him based on his methods of communication? If so why or why not? (5-10 minutes) 

· The next task students will be given will be to create a “chapter” written in Christopher’s voice. They will have the rest of the period to complete this assignment.

Closure: Students will be instructed to complete their chapter for homework. They will then be asked to review the chapters we have read so far and look for instances of prime numbers. 

Extension /Lesson 5: This task will be continued in class the next day where students will discuss their findings, read their chapters out loud, and then be asked to complete and ABC activity where they describe Christopher using an adjective for every letter of the alphabet. They will also be discussing Christopher’s relationship with those around him, specifically his father. We will continue on to chapter 29. This will be the introduction to the next part of the unit which is Speech. The previous section has been on Codes. 

Assessment: Students will be assessed on their understanding of the assignment through the completion of all tasks and class discussion. This assessment is more informal and will be used to judge the class’ understanding of the text so far, as well as key concepts and literary devices. This will count towards their class participation grade for the quarter.
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