Racheal Shertzer

The Curious Dog

Lesson 3: Act A Chapter

Methods 2 EGL 450

Unit Plan
Reading Out loud
Objective: For students to synthesize text through reading comprehension and performance. For students to become familiar with the narrative style and voice of the text. Christopher has Asperger’s Syndrome, a form of autism. Students will also be introduced to this term to better understand the narrative voice of the text.  

 Time Frame: One 42-minute class period.

Materials needed: Copies of the novel The Curious Dog, a copy of chapter 11, a hand-out, pen or pencil, and a notebook. 

Grade and Class Level: 9th grade Regents level class.

Sequence of Activities: 

Students will be given the definition of Asperger’s Syndrome. We will discuss it as a class and I will explain why it is relevant to the novel.(3-5 Minutes)

· Once this task is completed students will discuss their impression of the text so far. We will review key themes, symbols, and uses of Literary Devices. (5-10 minutes)

· Next, students will be handed a copy of the chapter 11 dialogue. Students will be asked to read it to themselves first. Then as a class we will read it aloud. Students will then be broken up into groups of four.

· Students will assign one of the following tasks to each member of the group: Christopher, the Policeman, a director, and Wellington. 

· Students will begin their task. They will have the next 15-20 minutes to work on their scene and design a short skit. 

· We will then come back together as a class and all skits will be performed. The performances will be 2-3 minutes each. 

Closure: Students will be instructed to read chapter 13,17, 19, and 23. They will answer the following questions: What is a prime number? Why is this significant to the novel? How does Christopher communicate with the world? How does Christopher feel about his father? Do you relate to any of Christopher’s behaviors? Why or Why Not? These responses will be due in class the next day.

Assessment: Students will be assessed on their understanding of the assignment through their completion of their skits.  They will be graded out of 100 possible points for their group work, development process, and final product. They will also receive a grade out of 20 possible points for tonight’s homework assignment.

Definition of Asperger’s Syndrome

Main Entry: As·per·ger's syndrome
Pronunciation: 'äs-"p&r-g&rz-
Variant: also As·per·ger syndrome /-g&r/ 
Function: noun
: a developmental disorder characterized by impaired social and occupational skills, by normal language and cognitive development, and by restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, and activities often with above average performance in a narrow field against a general background of deficient functioning called also Asperger's disorder 
As·per·ger /'äs-"per-g&r/, Hans, 20th-century Austrian psychiatrist. Asperger first described the syndrome that bears his name in an article published in 1944. 

	Source: Merriam-Webster Medical Dictionary, © 2002 Merriam-Webster, Inc.
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