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The Curious Dog

Lessons14&15: Chapter 181&191

Methods 2 EGL 450

Unit Plan
Christopher’s Logic
Objective: For students to understand Christopher’s thought process. To become familiar with his thinking and to predict how the events of the future will unfold. Students will interpret Christopher’s words and act out the sequence of events in the chapter.

Time Frame: One 42-minute class period.

Materials needed: Curious Dog Book, pen or pencil, notebook.

Grade and Class Level: 9th grade Regents level class.

Sequence of Activities: Students will take out their books and read chapter 181 to themselves. Next we will read the chapter out loud as a class. Students will then split into groups of four and analyze the chapter in order to create a short skit explaining the events of the chapter. Students will have little figurative language to work with, so they will need to be creative. Students will have to keep in mind Christopher’s speech, thoughts, and narrative pattern. This should be their interpretation of 181, but also as authentic a skit as possible. Their skit should be 3-5 minutes long. (30 minutes)

Closure: Students will be asked to hand in a script of their skit the next day when they will perform it in front of the class. They will be asked to read the next chapter for tomorrow. It will be discussed after the performances tomorrow . They will be asked to read pages 155-177. 

Extension: The extension to this lesson is the lesson on chapter 191. Before we discuss the chapter the students will perform their skits and then reflect on the experience in a journal entry online. This entry will be in their blog and be checked by me for homework. After the performances, I will ask the students the following question: Does Christopher respect authority or is he incapable of understanding the relationship between those in positions of power and the rest of us? Explain this is detail. You may use examples from the chapter. Class will end with a discussion based on the chapter and their answers to my question.

Assessment: Students will be assessed through their homework assignment, their skit, their blog, and their response to the posed question.  The homework will be graded out of a possible 10 points, the skit out of a possible 100 points, and the discussion will count towards their participation grade.

