Racheal Shertzer

The Curious Dog

Lesson 1: An Introduction

Methods 2 EGL 450

Unit Plan
Don’t Judge A Book By It’s Cover
Objective: For students to analyze different covers of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time and discuss what the cover may say about the text itself. Book covers and jackets are used to market books. This book is marketed across the world to adolescents. Students will be comparing and contrasting different covers and then creating their own. Also, for students to understand that judging a book by its cover can be detrimental to their learning experience. 

 Time Frame: One 42-minute class period.

Materials needed: Copies of the novel The Curious Dog, a notebook, chalkboard, chalk, pen or pencil, an overhead projector and transparency with the different covers printed on them.

Grade and Class Level: 9th grade Regents level class.

Sequence of Activities: 

· Students will be directed to the overhead. They will be asked to describe each cover using figurative language and then to compare and contrast all the covers to each other. They will then be asked to study the cover of their own novel and write down all descriptive words and phrases used to sell the book.(5-10 minutes)

· Next, students will read chapter two to themselves and write a paragraph about their predictions for the novel. What will happen? Who is Christopher? Is there anything different about the style of narration used in this book? What have you learned so far about Christopher? (5-10 minutes)

· Once this task is completed students will break into groups and discuss their paragraphs with their peers. They will talk about their observations of the book covers and share their predictions for the future of the novel.

· Students will work in groups for the 10-15 minutes. 

· We will then discuss their responses as a class and review any points that may be confusing, important, or make an impact on the events in the novel. We will also discuss the phrase “Don’t Judge A Book By Its Cover” and how that applies literally to the novel and figuratively in society.  (5-7 minutes)

· Students will then be asked to complete the following task: Using what you have learned today through class discussion, group work, and your own reflection and analysis of the text, create your own book jacket. Use an image from your predictions of the text and select adjectives from your descriptions of the different book-covers. Submit a rough draft of your cover to me by the end of class.

Closure: Students will be instructed to complete their book jacket at home and to begin reading chapters 3, 5, 7,and 11 for homework. The cover will be due on Thursday.

Assessment: Students will be assessed on their understanding of chapter 1 and the concept of judgment based on their independent analysis and prediction, their assessment of the book covers, and their own illustrated book jacket. 
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