o

\emapping Cinemna, Remaking Mistory _ 4

Hong Kong's modern history will be used to inform and supplement the fictional
treatment of the pericd depicted in both films.
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This paper derives from two observaticns. The first comes from film historian Andrew
Bergman, who noted in a 1971 book that: 'Every movie is a cultural artifact and as
such reflects the values, fears, myths, and assurmptions of the culture that produces
it.” The other is disability scholar Douglas C. Baynton's comment in a 2001 essay that
‘Disability is everywhere In history, once you begin locking for it, ‘but conspicucusly
absent in the historles we write.” Disability is also everywhere in the movies, once one
begins icoking for it. Accordingly, this paper focks closely at one film starring silent
screen icon Clara Bow, the 1926 feature My Lady of Whims. In the film, Bow portrays
a flapper character of the type for which she is best remembered. As a love interest,
the film gives har character a paychologically impaired World War One vateran {playsd
by frequent Bow co-star Donald Keith}. Thus, the film brings fogether two images of
disability which caused great concem in the 1920s: the ‘jazz-mad flapper’ and the

FHAAMY 2048 disabled, mal-adjusted veteran. As the two work through their attraction/repulsion for
: each other, the ‘values, fears, myths, and assumptions' of Americans in the 1220s

The XlVth Biennial Conference of the Film and regarding disability are clearty revealed.

History Association of Australia and New Zealand : Russell L. Johnson earned his PhD from the Universily of lowa in 1996, His first
_ bock, Warriors intc Workers: The Civil War and the Formation of Urban-industrial

27-30 November 2008 : Society in a Northern Ciy (Fordham University Press, 2003), won the Benjamin F.

Shambaugh Prize of the State Historical Society of lowa for the most significant book
on lowa history published in 2003. His current research project examines disability in
the early twentisth century United States through the lens of Clara Bow movies. A
Senjor Lectyrer in History at the University of Otago in New Zealand, Johnson
previousty taught at Bilkent University in Ankara, Turkey.




