Thanks to everyone in the Tuscaville Group for participating in another season of College Football Pick'Em and Thursday Night Challenge!!  The outstanding performance from members in our group is becoming a standard of excellence that all Tuscaville members can be very proud of!  Keep it up!!

ESPN's Bowl Mania is now available.  The first Bowl game is Dec 20, so be sure to sign up prior to that.  Remember, Bowl Mania is included in the Super Fan Standings.
   Bowl Mania: http://games.espn.go.com/bowlmania/frontpage 

      - Group Name: Tuscaville

      - Password: SEC
Week 13 Winners
· Thurs Nt Challenge: Justin Smith (9 pts)

· Pick'Em: Andy Potter (42 pts & tiebreaker advantage)

Pick'Em Awards:
· 2005 Champion: Andy Potter (545 pts - tiebreaker advantage - #740 / 41000 "active" participants ) - **See Interview Below**
· Ms. Embarrassment: Bobby Mayhew (Lowest Weekly Avg of Group - 33 pts per week)
· Most Correct Game Selections: Andy Potter (92 / 130 = 70.80%)

Thursday Night Challenge Awards:
· 2005 Champion: Jason Gianaris (95 pts - #1 / 12000 "active" participants) - **See Interview Below**
· Thurs Nt Goat: Erik Keracik (Lowest Weekly Avg of Group - 4.83 pts per week)

Super Fan Standings (pre Bowl Mania):

1. J. Gianaris (1.9 pts) { N/A}

2. A. Cocke (3.5 pts) { 6 }

3. W. Heinlein (4.2 pts) { 8 }

4. C. Haun (4.4 pts) { 9 }

5. B. McIntosh (4.4 pts) { 9 }

6. RJ Wicker (4.6 pts) { 10 }

7. C Dooley (7.1 pts) { 12 }

* Value in { } is the number of positions ahead of J Gianaris that each person must finish in Bowl Mania in order to win the Superfan Award.

** Full Superfan Standings are available in the Spreadsheet.
Comments / Special Notes: 
1. Congrats to Jason Gianaris and Andy Potter who were the Thurs Nt Challenge and Pick'Em Winners for 2005.  Their names will be posted on the front page of the Tuscaville website at the end of the 2005 Bowl Season!!

2. Congrats to Jason Gianaris who finished #1 in the World in Thurs Night Challenge.  The first place prize is a $3000 Best Buy Gift Certificate!  WOW!!

3. The "Airhead" Award for the year goes to John O'Dell.  He and Jason Gianaris had a $100 bet based on their final season scores in Pick'Em.  Their scores were very close going into the final week.  O'Dell accidentally picked Okl St for 10 confidence pts, when he had intended to pick Oklahoma for 10 conf pts.  O'Dell would have beaten JG without this error.  So, it was a $100 mistake!  In O'Dell's defense, he made his Wk 13 picks during the week after his wedding.

4. Historical Rankings have been added to the spreadsheet.  These rankings include Pick'Em Standings from 2002 - 2005, Thurs Nt Standings from 2004 - 2005, Bowl Mania from 2003 - 2005, and Superfan from 2004 - 2005.

5. I've almost got pictures from everyone.  I still need pictures from the following people:  J. Smith, Mayhew, Hoosh, Haun, Boatright, A Dooley, & Ralston

See More Details in the Spreadsheet or on the Tuscaville website:

Tuscaville Website: www.tuscaville.com
______________________________________

Interview with Pick'Em Winner (Andy Potter):
Media Room

1. Congrats on your 1st place finish in Pick'Em 2005! You finished tied with Bama Bigcat (Charles Haun) for total points. However, you picked more correct games throughout the season than he did, which gave you the tie-breaker edge. Comment on your year-long battle for the championship and on your ability to pick more correct games than anyone else in the group. 


With this being somewhat my rookie season, I tried to go through the same process each week and keep up to date with what was going on. Bama Bigcat was a worry especially the last 4 weeks of the season. It was a fun competition and I enjoyed participating. 

2. Although Bama may have beaten Tennessee on the field in 2005, at least the Tuscaville Pick'Em Champion was wearing Orange! All of the Tennessee fans appreciate your rise to victory. Comment on your pride for ensuring that a Bama fan was not crowned champion for the 2nd straight year in Pick'Em (Cocke - '04 Champ). 


Well I wouldn't exactly call a 6-3 win with a fumble into the endzone a win. Technically yes, but as the remainder of the season showed, Bama's victory over the Vols was more of a fluke than anything. I'm glad the title of Pick'Em champ is owned by an alum of TN and current student in the MBA program.

3. How much time per week did you normally spend making your picks? 15 minutes - 1 hour

4. Your historical betting partner / arch-nemesis (Jeff Dubrow) who has never hesitated to bet with you on the most unbelievable situations, such as "will the next pitch be a ball or a strike?", cowered in fear when it came to betting against you in Pick'Em this year. Even though Dubrow was a Pick'Em rookie this year, how can you explain his fear of you? Will you be able to rile him up enough so that he actually puts some effort into Pick'Em next year? 


The first week Dubrow wanted to bet $50 or $100. We settled on $20 and I believe I beat him by a very large margin. I think that scared him a bit but I also have to say that he has been traveling alot overseas so that may have affected his confidence. However, Ben McIntosh has been in China for half of the season, so I don't see that as a legitimate excuse for Dubrow. I would like to have a standing bet each week with Dubrow just like I adopted with you, Wicker. (Editor's note: Potter may have won the Pick'Em Championship, but he lost a total of $5 for the season in weekly bets to me - RJW).


5. You did not start playing Thurs Nt Challenge until halfway through the season, which severely hampered your chances to win the Tuscaville Superfan Award. Are you planning on participating in Thurs Nt Challenge from the beginning next year?


Most definitely. I was really happy for Jason Gianaris taking home the 1st place position in Thurs night pick'em, and I am looking forward to challenging him next year. Last but not least, Go Vols...and I am looking forward to one more season as a college student (MBA) with student tickets.


__________________________________

Interview with Thurs Night Challenge Winner (Jason Gianaris):
Media Room

1. Congrats for winning Thurs Nt Challenge for the Tuscaville Group, and a HUGE CONGRATS for finishing first in the World!!!  You won a $3000 Gift card from Best Buy for the 1st Place Prize. What do you plan on buying?

I have not really had a lot of time to think about it. I was so focused on just finishing first that the prize is just icing on the cake. I guess that as of right now, I would have to say a really cool big screen TV would top my list.

2. On a scale of 1-10, how nervous were you during the final Thurs Night game of the season?

I was very nervous during the West Virginia-Pitt game. No question I was at a high 10. I had 8 points with 2:00 minutes to go in the game, and all of the sudden I had 6 points with 1:58 to go in the game. The Thursday night points can change so fast, which is what makes this game so much fun. 

3. You finished 15th in the Tuscaville group last year, and 1st in the World this year. How can you explain your dramatic improvement from last year to this year?


I failed to pick in the second week of the game last year. This really put me behind very early in the game, and I put little effort in my picks for the rest of the 2004 season. I was determined to do much better this year. When I saw my name on the national leader board, I was shocked. I ended up holding off the competition and finished first, I guess that it was just my year. 

4. How much time on average do you normally spend each week doing research for your Thurs Night Picks (be honest) ?


I followed the same routine for weeks 2-12. I would pull up the questions on  Wednesday night after work and generally spend about 15-20 minutes on those picks. I spent about 1 hour for week #1 (always the hardest to pick for me). I spent about 3-4 hours on week #13. It turns out that the weeks that I put in too much time I had a weaker performance. Go figure….

5. Ben McIntosh finished 2nd in the world last year, and you finished 1st in the World this year. What can you say about the skills of the Tuscaville group? Keep in mind that the top 7 spots in the Tuscaville group finished in the top 400 in the World, out of roughly 12,000 entrants that participated every week. (Top 40% of the Tuscaville group finished in the Top 3% of the Total Contestants)

I am very impressed with the “skills” of the group. Each point in Thursday Nt Challenge is so important. For example, Wicker, you finished with 83 points ranked 304 in the world and McIntosh finished with 84 points and ranked 216 in the world. So, every question in this game really counts. I look forward to Tuscaville having another strong performance in the 2006 Thursday night game. 

6. You, your brother, and your father all finished in the Top 700 of the World, and in the Top 8 of the Tuscaville Group (Gianaris Family represented 37.5% of the Top 8 in the Tuscaville Group....very impressive!). What kind of magic is the G family using to score so well? Is there any family collaboration involved in the decision making process each week?

We all like to really challenge each other to see who has superior college football knowledge. After week 8, I was ranked number one in the world and my brother was ranked number 2 in the world. He ended up finishing 41st in the nation and my old man (Thirsty Thursday) finished 694 in the nation. We do not collaborate on the games until after the picks lock and then we usually talk about what we think might happen. We are very competitive on Thursday and Saturday Pick’ Em, the top Gianaris has bragging rights for a whole year.

7. You are the front-runner for the Super Fan award going into Bowl Pick'Em. The Super Fan Award is the ultimate award for our group and it represents Pick'Em Supremacy for 2005. How important is it to you to hold off Andy Cocke (defending Super Fan Champion) who is right on your tail. He must finish 6 spots ahead of you in Bowl Pick'Em to overtake you for the Super Fan Award.


It is very important for me to try to claim the Super Fan award for the 2005 season. Andy Cocke won Pick’Em last year and then finished second in the Thursday night challenge. He ended up finishing 12th in Bowl Mania claiming the Super Fan prize. I am glad to have a lead on him going into Bowl Mania because I finished in 19th place last year. Bowl Mania is such a unique game that anything can happen, but I have a feeling that at the end of the season the Super Fan will be a Volunteer. 


8. The theme for our Thurs Night Challenge Group this year was "Can anyone beat "Mr Thurs Night" (Ben McIntosh)"? You answered that questioned with bold bravado. Congrats for rising to the challenge! Any bold predictions on whether or not you can finish in the Top 100 next year?

Ben McIntosh really set the standards high for this year’s game. He was a pioneer that led the players in the group to believe that they could achieve great things. I am  proud to represent the Tuscaville group in this game. I appreciate everyone cheering for me to claim the top spot. I am going to kick back for a while and rest and enjoy this moment, and then start training for the challenge again next year. I predict at least a top 100 finish for next year.
______________________________________

