Inter-modal bicycle commuting

METRA- Folding bicycle storage on trains

1) Ideal locations:

a) against door at end of head car in-bound or rear car out-bound, bag strapped to door handle.

Rider sits: anywhere in car, ideally within sight of bike.

Pro: easy stowage, high visibility & security, does not interfere with others' seating.

Con: only one spot per train! Best arrive early or board at outlying station. If spot is taken, alternatives may be hard to find. Other riders wonder about what's in the bag.

b) between seat backs ("club car'' configuration).

Rider sits: in the ''club'' seat. Alternatively, rider sits somewhere in car near the bike.

Pro: easy stowage, discreet & secure, does not interfere with others' seating.

Con: might have to sit with strangers. Hard to get bike out if aisle is full. Must arrive early enough to configure seats, or depend on finding a suitable space. More predictable at more outlying stations.

c) in ''handicapped-accessible" areas.

Rider sits: in seat near bike, facing aisle

Pro: reasonably convenient

Con: might be viewed as politically-incorrect. Might have to give up seat to handicapped individual. Less comfortable seating. Limited seating.

2) Less-ideal locations:

a) alongside rider in seat area or on seat proper.

Rider sits: alongside or adjacent to bike.

Pro: Excellent security, fairly convenient. Strida fits better than Dahon.

Con: Cramped, more or less, depending on size of folded bike and the parameters of the seat. May prevent another passenger from sitting next to rider (un-P.C.), but OK in uncrowded cars. Avoid placing on seat when bike is wet, slushy or otherwise dirty.

b) on overhead rack

Rider sits: anywhere in car, generally adjacent to bike on upper level.

Pro: Good security, fairly reliable availability on crowded trains.

Con: Bike must be taken to upper level, then lifted over rail to rack (MAJOR pain in the keaster!) Bike is then lashed to the rail or rack.

c) in vestibule

Rider sits: It is recommended to stand by bike.

Pro: Good security, easy on and easy off.

Con: Bike is close to exit (theft hazard) and potentially in the way of others boarding or exiting car. Rider might have to stand for quite a while!
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