UNIVERSITY OF SURREY SOCIETY REUNION

Adapted by Anne Anthony, from an original idea by Paul Williams …

When Paul’s plan to ‘think big’ at Wates House on the University site didn’t seem to be taking off, and Paul had to go to Australia with the College Youths, Anne offered to co-ordinate a ‘small meal’ for those reasonably local to Guildford.  What she ended up with was 31 members and friends meeting at the Jarvis Hotel, Guildford on Saturday 8 November 2003 for a very enjoyable reunion meal, with ‘reasonably local to Guildford’ stretching as far as Northumberland!

We were pleased that the gathering included Richard Major, who had founded the Society with Paul Williams in 1971.  At the newest end of the Society we welcomed Richard Chandler, Samantha George and Abi Andrews, the current resident members.  To ensure that everyone mixed and mingled we swapped a side of each table between main course and dessert, bringing to mind the early years of the Society when Dinners often incorporated a barn dance.  Richard Major was prompted to tell us tales of early years – no names as minor traffic offences may have been involved! – and Richard Chandler (Resident Master) bravely took up the challenge of speech making.

Non-stop conversation continued until late.  Old photos produced much hilarity and embarrassment.  Old friends found that they were still good friends, and new friendships were made.  After a period of relative inactivity, at least as far as the non-resident members are concerned, our enthusiasm has been revived and we hope to organise events a bit more often.  

Anne Anthony
