From the Guildford District newsletter, Christmas issue 1985

The University of Surrey held its 14th Annual Dinner at The Stoke 

Hotel,

Cuildford, on Saturday, 9th November.

With the reception in full swing in the bar, 'behind-the-scenes' panic

ensued! The table arrangement wasn't quite as expected, and frantic,

last-minute adjustments were being made to the seating plan.

However, order prevailed and everybody sat down to their roast pork 

meal.

Karin Hatchley, Secretary of the Society and for the second year 

running,

chief organiser, controlled proceedings as Master of Ceremony in a 

quiet and

efficient way to shouts of encouragement from the guests.

During the Dinner, the Master, Sally Hitchen, took wine with various 

groups

of people, including those who had attended all fourteen Dinners, those 

who

had rung peals for the Society, "Men of Kent", and all the "Chris 

Stanleys"

present.

Following the Loyal Toast, at which point people dived for the various 

vices

(by which I mean tobacco!) with much relief, the formal speeches began.

Mr David Thorne, editor of "The Ringing World" and District Ringing 

Master

opened by proposing "The Church". Father A. Lovegrove ("T.L." to his

friends) Catholic Chaplain at the University, replied and proposed "The

Society". Mr Ian Robinson proposed "The Visitors".

Once the formal proceedings were over, and the tables had been cleared, 

we

got down to the "nitty-gritty" of the dancing. "The Peal Band", with

Caroline Leary as their caller, gave their usual splendid performance 

and

the barn dance was enjoyed by all (even those, I suspect, who were 

dragged

"screaming and kicking" from the bar!)

All in all then, an enjoyable evening. The USSCR would like thank Karin 

for

all her hard work, the speakers, and last, but by no means least, "The 

Peal

Band".

Lucy Clarke

-----

From the Guildford District newsletter, issue 2 of 1983

Surrey University sponsored Quarter-Peal Day

On Saturday January 29th ace organiser Neil Pirie gathered his forces 

to

attempt a number of quarter-peals, the aim, as ever, being to redirect 

money

from local pockets into the St. Nicolas' Bell Fund.  Fittingly, this

extravaganza began at the Society's headquarters, presumably so the 

band did

not forget why the money was needed.  Plain Bob Triples was successful,

following which all participants boarded a minibus ably driven by Liz

Erison.  At Godalming, Grandsire Triples met with a lack of success, 

despite

being conducted by the Society's Master in person.  Quarter-peals at 

Witley,

Chiddingfold, Haslemere and Frensham were successful, that at 

Chiddingfold

being a fine performance of Triples on Stedman's principle conducted by

famous "Sussex import" Simon Alford.  Attempts to bring the day to a

triumphant climax with two concurrent quarter-peals were frustrated 

when

Cambridge Minor at Seale met with a premature termination.  However, an

attempt at Ash came to a satisfactory conclusion.

The proceeds of the day have already reached £50 and the six successful

efforts represented "most quarter-peals in a day" for most of those 

taking

part.

Anon.

-----

From the Guildford District newsletter, issue 1 of 1983

University of Surrey Society's 11th Annual Dinner.

This year's Dinner was held on Saturday, 13th. November, in Guildford

Cathedral Refectory Suite.  Although numbers were down on last year, it 

was

still a very successful evening.

The evening's activities began at 7.30, giving members time to decipher 

the

seating plan before dinner at 8 o'clock.  The meal consisted of Prawn

Cocktail, followed by Roast Lamb and Black Forest Gateau.  Members

temporarily abandoned their beer to drink wine!

After coffee, everyone sat back in eager anticipation of the speeches.  

This

year's Master, Chris Stanley, introduced the speakers, the first of 

whom was

Mr. Robert Cooles, who proposed the Church.  He was followed by the 

Rev.

Canon W.R. Hanford of Guildford Cathedral who replied with an amusing 

speech

detailing his history of contact with bells.  He then proposed the 

Society.

Replying, Mr. Andrew Barnsdale thanked Canon Hanford and proposed the

visitors.

Following the speeches, last year's Master, Simon Alford, was presented 

with

a personalised plastic money-bag. We are sure that this was very much

appreciated. Once the tables had been cleared, the serious business of 

the

evening began, with the bar staff being run off their feet.

Dancing then began to John Leary's Peal Band with Caroline Leary doing 

an

excellent job of calling. We would like to thank them for all their 

hard

work.  We were fortunate (sic - Ed.) in that the dancing continued for 

half

an hour longer than expected. Due to popular demand, the band gave a 

short

encore, and the evening ended officially at about 12.45.

Many thanks to Sue Shutler for organising such a successful evening.

Lucy Clarke and Sally Hitchen.

-----

From the Guildford District newsletter, issue 3 of 1982

University Society Sponsored Walk.

The 18 walkers on the Surrey University Sponsored Walk got off to a 

prompt

start on May 1st. - in fact, so prompt that the writer found the 

Cathedral

car-park deserted when she arrived five minutes late at five minutes 

past

nine.  Caroline Leary met us at Stoke, where we were joined by Miss 

Eloie,

who then walked with us up to Merrow.  She could not join us for the 

day,

but was sponsored by all the walkers present for the 4 miles from 

Stoughton

to Merrow/Guildford.  At Merrow, the heavens opened, so we took refuge 

in a

convenient feeding station (the Hare and  Hounds) before the marathon 

slog

over Newlands Corner to Albury.  This stage of the journey provided the

first of two unscheduled detours for four walkers who were left behind 

on

the path admiring the view, with only guesswork and empty stomachs to 

guide

them.

After ringing at Albury,  the most gruelling and rigorous stage of  the 

day

was attempted over Blackheath. The frequent consultations which the ad 

hoc

navigating committee held with the route organiser proved a little too 

much

for him to take, and he relinquished control with cries of "I walked 

this

bit twice in the dark and didn't get lost at all."  Other useful hints, 

such

as "this will be the fifth right turn in a row", coupled with advice 

from a

local (who suggested we needed a sixth right turn) eventually put us 

all on

the right track  again, and we emerged from the bush into the middle of 

the

Blackheath Cricket Club match, held in a  secluded glade where the 

players

did not expect to be disturbed by sponsored walkers.

We arrived at Wonersh only 15 minutes late (owing to a provision of 

extra

time in the schedule in the event of disorientation over Blackheath) 

and

then on to Bramley.  The long march back to Guildford, calling at 

Shalford

on the way, was particularly unmemorable, as we were too busy 

concentrating

on sore feet and aching legs.  The walk was duly completed at 6pm in 

the

Britannia, where the first sponsor money was collected from the 

landlord.

Our thanks go to organiser Neil Pirie, to all paricipants and sponsors, 

and

to the tower captains and clergy of the churches visited.

M.J.B.

Some weeks later - walker to sponsor - "I actually walked 18 miles, but 

I'm

only charging you for 14, so you're getting a bargain, really."

Seen on one sponsor form - "5p per mile, 10p per touch, 20p per pint."

