USSCR Constitution

(last amended June 2004)

1. Title
The Society shall be called the ‘University of Surrey Society of Change Ringers’.

2. Objects
The objects of the Society shall include: 

a. the promotion of the art of change ringing in the University; 

b. ringing for Sunday Services in Guildford. 

c. The promotion of fellowship between members of the Society

d. to support the Guildford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers (GDG) by encouraging members of the society to join the GDG.

3. Affiliation
a. The society is affiliated to the University of Surrey Students’ Union and shall abide by its constitution.

4. Membership
Membership shall be limited to: 

i. students of the University; 

ii. staff of the University; 

iii. past students and staff of the University and its former status as Battersea College of Advanced Technology;
iv. students and staff of other academic institutions in Guildford;
v. Honorary members may be elected at a General Meeting by a simple majority.  

5. Committee
a. The Committee of the Society shall be a President, Secretary and a Treasurer.

b. The responsibilities of the committee are as stated by the University of Surrey Students’ Union.
c. All Committee members are signatories for the society’s accounts.

d. The current resident membership may elect a Ringing Master who shall be responsible for running practices of the society.
e. The whole Committee shall be current student members of the Society who have been elected / re-elected at the most recent Annual General Meeting or a General Meeting since then in the case of a mid term resignation.  

f. Nominations for committee positions must be received by the current Secretary at least two days prior to the General Meeting.

g. The society shall elect a General Secretary at a General Meeting or by e-mail / postal ballot.  The current Committee shall vote on which method of election is most suitable in the specific circumstances.  A simple majority vote is required.

h. The General Secretary shall be responsible for promoting the objects of the society, holding historical material and information about the society, being an internal and external point of contact for the society, and to encourage members of the society to organise a dinner on a regular basis. 

i. Persons wishing to be candidates for the position of General Secretary shall inform the Secretary at least one week prior to the start of voting / General Meeting / dinner including an optional statement not longer than 200 words.

6. Meetings
a. There shall be an Annual General Meeting (AGM), which shall be held between eleven and thirteen months after the previous AGM. 

b. The Committee shall arrange other General Meetings at any time it deems necessary.

c. The quorum at General Meetings shall be ten student attendees. 

d. Notice of General Meetings shall be given in BareFacts in the two issues closest in time, but prior to the meeting.

7. Peals
a.
All peals credited to the Society shall be rung entirely by members of the Society

b. 
a record of the Society’s peals shall be kept in the society’s record book.

8.
Amendments to the Constitution

a.
the constitution may be amended with a simple majority vote at a General Meeting or at an official dinner of the society or by postal / e-mail ballot.  The Committee shall vote on which method is used.  This vote would be an informal simple majority where no member is allowed to abstain.

