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Southern Universities Guild Annual Ringing Weekend

17 - 19 November 1989

A band of intrepid ringers from 4 southern universities (Bristol, 

Cambridge,

Royal Holloway & Bedford and Surrey) descended upon Alveston Youth 

Hostel on

the outskirts of Stratford-upon-Avon to begin a weekend of ringing 

around

the area. A number of people rang at towers on the way to Stratford, as 

many

bands were ringing in aid of Children In Need.

Saturday started early at the local six bell tower of Alveston for 

those who

could get out of bed in time! Stedman Doubles was one of the methods 

called

for, but some people thought it was too complicated and endeavoured to 

ring

a course of Pantagalactic Gargleblaster Treble Bob Minor! The next stop 

was

the 10 at Warwick where for some people ringing on ten was a new 

experience.

Methods ranged from rounds and call changes to Cambridge Royal and 

Stedman

Caters. Next were the light 8 at Packwood. These provided some 

amusement

when to the dismay of a student from Norfolk he arrived too late to 

ring in

a course of Double Norwich; this fired up and he rang in a successful 

course

at Tanworth-in-Arden after lunch. 8 spliced was rung; also an attempt 

to

ring a course of Cambridge. However, this came to sticky end as a 

certain

nameless ringer from Cambridge was ringing Yorkshire. Evidently there 

was a

breakdown in communciations here!

A quick stop for some group photos and then on to lunch. 2 pubs were

invaded, Surrey University ringers taking a few country lanes in their

stride before arriving for lunch. Then to extend the issue, plain hunt 

on 10

proceeded to take place in the pub garden much to the bewilderment of 

the

locals! After lunch followed Tanworth, and then Bidford where most 

people

were to be found in the cake shop down the road, obviously building up 

on

energy to survive the rest of the day. Yorkshire was attempted at 

Salford

Priors, but again some people were unsure of the blue line. This 

indicated

that dinner was needed in the form of the Maiden's Head in Evesham.

A thoroughly good meal was had here complete with entertainment from 

the

local rugby club doing goodness knows what?! Then onto the lovely 

twelve of

the bell tower at Evesham. The bells were enjoyed by many people, but

unfortunately, due to lack of experience, the range of methods on 12 

bells

was limited.

On Sunday morning, a quarter peal of Yorkshire was so nearly scored at

Wellesbourne by a joint Cambridge and Bristol band whilst Surrey and 

RHBNC

rang on the 8 at Leamington Spa. To end the trip, everyone invaded a 

coffee

shop in the local park, causing chaos by rearranging the furniture so 

that

we could all sit at one huge table. To add to this, Christmas carols 

were

rung on the handbells which received general applause from onlookers. 

From

here everyone was homeward bound; we trust that a safe journey was had 

by

all.

Thanks must go to the tower masters who gave us the use of their bells 

and

to the Sunday service bands at Leamington and Wellesbourne to whom we 

are

grateful for letting us invade their service ringing. Finally, thanks 

to

Quentin Howell for arranging the towers and providing superb directions 

to

each tower. As somebody was heard to say "These directions are so good 

it's

as if he has driven round the route personally." (He had!). Also thanks 

to

Clare Robertson for the Youth Hostel bookings, administration and 

public

relations. I gather she has had a difficult time extracting certain 

people's

fees! Many thanks to both for a most enjoyable "grabbing weekend".

P. Larter

