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LotF Questions

Ch. 9

1. Simon comes across the “beast”, which is a dead parachutist. (135)

2. Ralph reminds Jack’s followers that they don’t have shelters because he wanted to prove who was a better leader and who was more prepared.  “Going to be a storm … Who’s clever now? Where are your shelters? What are you going to do about that?” (140)
3. Jack tells his tribe to start dancing to distract them from Ralph’s tirade.  “Do our dance!  Come on!  Dance!” (140)

4. During the chanting, the boys do not recognize Simon.  They treated him like a beast, struck, tore at him, and eventually killed him.  “The beast struggled forward… the crowd surged after it, poured down the rock, leapt on the beast, screamed, struck, bit, tore.”(141)  The boys are so caught up in the chant, and could not recognize Simon in the darkness and rain.

5. The figure on the mountaintop “lay still, a few yards form the sea.  Even in the rain they could see how small a beast it was; and already its blood was staining the sand.”(141)

6. Simon washed away peacefully, in a bright and gentle way unlike his violent death.  “The body lifted a fraction of an inch from the sand … it turned gently in the water” (142)
7. Jack is a dictator in his tribe (135).  All of his followers obey his orders and do what he says while Ralph tries to create a sort of democracy.  The boys voted for Ralph to be leader and he presents ideas that they should do at daily meetings (20).  I would prefer to be a member of Ralph’s group because I would not want Jack to be leading me.  Jack is not very responsible or intelligent.  

8. I expected Simon to be killed by the boys because they were getting too savage and violent to be controlled.  Simon was the only one who saw the bigger picture and he was killed for being different.  Simon was trying to save everyone by warning against the beast, themselves.  “Maybe it’s only us.” (82)

9. The figure dropping onto the beach was a sort of warning or sign of what they are not realizing and how they are blind.  They killed Simon during the chant not knowing it was actually him.  But the boys do not see what the figure is really is, and ran away scared.  

Ch. 10

1. When Ralph admits to Piggy that they all murdered Simon Piggy responds with, “We was scared!” (144)
2. Ralph responds to Piggy saying that “I wasn’t scared, I was – I don’t know what I was.” (144)

3. Piggy suggests that they let the signal fire go out at night because no one will see the smoke at night.  Ralph told them to “let the fire go then, for tonight.” (151)

4. As Jack and the three others trot toward the Castle Rack, Jack feels triumphant and like a real chief because he has the power.  Jack has fire and man power, and it seems like nothing can stop him.  “He was chief now in truth;”(155)

5. Ralph admits that he is “frightened. Of us” (145) while Piggy says it’s just an accident.  Piggy’s response is more typical of human beings in general because we tend to not blame things on ourselves.  Piggy doesn’t see the real picture, while Ralph is afraid of it.

6. Simon was right when he said that the beast was themselves. (82)  Ralph has a reason to be frightened because Jack and his followers are getting out of hand.  They commit murder without even realizing it.

7. Jack’s denial about killing the beast reveals that Jack is scared and not willing to see what is real rather than what he believes.  Jack wants to keep on the “good” side of the beast so the beast will not harm them when there is actually no beast at all but themselves.  People deal with fears and superstitions by trying to appease them instead of disbelieving them.  Jacky believes there is a beast because if he didn’t, there would be no reason to be scared of the mountain.  He also believes he is braver than others, and the beast is a handicap toward the others. 

