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i.
Purpose of the Study:
To know about the prevalence of honor killings those are never reported in the newspapers or to police in the District Swabi of North West Frontier Province of Pakistan. 

ii.
VARIABLE OF INFORMATION
· Age group of the victim

· Marital status of the victim

· The socio-economic class to which victim belonged

· The perpetrator of the crime and relationship of perpetrator of crime to the victim

· Views of the perpetrator on reason for the crime

· Views of others on the reasons for the crime

· Reason for not registering case with the police

iii.
Number of Cases

46 CASES FOR THE PERIOD OF 1996 - 2000 

IV.
AGE GROUP OF WOMEN KILLED 
	 
	 Years)
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994/89
	Total
	%

	i
	13-18
	4
	4
	-
	1
	4
	-
	2
	15
	33

	ii
	19-25
	2
	-
	1
	-
	1
	1
	2
	7
	15

	iii
	26-30
	-
	1
	2
	2
	1
	-
	2
	8
	17

	iv
	31-35
	2
	-
	-
	-
	2
	2
	-
	6
	13

	v
	36-40
	3
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	5
	11

	vi
	41- +
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	3
	5
	11

	            Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


The greater percentage of the victims, i.e. 33%, was very young girls in the age bracket of 13-18 years. More than fifty percent of the victims were married young women. 

V. Marital Status 

	Year
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994-1989
	Total
	%

	i
	Married
	7
	2
	2
	2
	4
	4
	6
	27
	59

	ii
	Single
	1
	3
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	10
	22

	iii
	Engaged
	2
	-
	-
	-
	2
	-
	1
	5
	11

	iv
	Widow
	2
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	1
	4
	  8

	            Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


 

VI. Socio-Economic Environment 

	Year
 
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994-89
	Total
	%

	i
	Middle Class
	10
	3
	3
	3
	5
	2
	5
	31
	67

	ii
	Low income Class
	-
	2
	1
	-
	2
	2
	2
	9
	20

	iii
	Well –to- do
	2
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	2
	6
	13

	 
	Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


Most cases belong to the middle class throughout the period under review, confirming what is generally referred to as “middle class morality.”  The values attributed to this class are a strong sense of honor, adherence to age bound cultural and social norms. I may be noted that the categorization of the classes was based on the surveyor’s judgment and not on any standard provided. 

VII. Nature of Violence

	 

 
	Years
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994- 89
	Total
	%

	i
	Shot 
	4
	4
	2
	2
	4
	3
	2
	21
	46

	ii
	Poisoned
	4
	1
	-
	1
	1
	1
	1
	9
	20

	iii
	Electrocuted 
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	3
	4
	09

	iv
	Burnt
	1
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	3
	07

	v
	Strangulated
	-
	-
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	2
	04

	vi
	Knifed
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	2
	04

	vii
	Hanged
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	2
	04

	viii
	Other
	1
	-
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	3
	06

	            Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


 

The most used method of killing was the use of firearms, with surprisingly a large number of cases of poisoning.

VIII. Perpetrators  of  Violence

	Year
 
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994--89
	Total
	%

	i
	Husband
	4
	1
	-
	2
	1
	2
	3
	13
	28

	ii
	Brother
	-
	1
	1
	-
	4
	1
	1
	8
	17

	iii
	Father
	1
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-
	1
	4
	09

	iv
	Paternal Uncle
	2
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	1
	4
	09

	v
	Brother-in-law 

(Husband’s brother)
	 

1
	 

-
	 

1
	 

-
	 

-
	 

1
	 

1
	 

4
	 

09

	vii
	Others
	4
	2
	1
	-
	3
	1
	2
	13
	28

	 
	Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100.


There is a varied pattern regarding the perpetrators of the crime, ranging from the husband, brother, and father to brother-in-law and cousins. But the leading persons are the husband, brother and father.  

IX. Point of view of Perpetrator 
	Year
 
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994-89
	Total
	%

	i
	Illicit Relations/ Bad Character
	3
	1
	2
	2
	5
	3
	9
	25
	54

	ii
	Suicide
	5
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	11
	24

	iii
	Natural Death
	3
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	-
	5
	11

	iv
	Accidental fire
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	02

	v
	Other reasons
	-
	2
	1
	-
	1
	-
	-
	4
	09

	 
	Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


 

 Not surprisingly, the main reason quoted was adultery or affair with someone.

X. Community attitude regarding the non-registration of case 

	Year
	2000
	1999
	1998
	1997
	1996
	1995
	1994-89
	Total
	%

	i
	Redemption of honor
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	1
	3
	12
	26

	ii
	Case of suicide 
	5
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	11
	24

	iii
	Private/ domestic  affair
	4
	1
	-
	-
	2
	1
	3
	11
	24

	iv
	Perpetrator  influential
	2
	-
	-
	-
	3
	1
	2
	8
	18

	v
	Victim’s father  poor 
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	1
	-
	2
	04

	vi
	Killed by a woman
	-
	-
	1
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	02

	vii
	Perpetrator mentally ill
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1
	1
	02

	 
	Total
	12
	5
	4
	3
	8
	5
	9
	46
	100


 

Very much in keeping with widely held observations, the main reason for killing was put forth as the victim having illicit relations or someone of loose character. The pattern emerging from the community responses regarding the crime was primarily a casual one, the person deserved her fate, a deserved fate because honor had been compromised, loose character, and private matter.  

 

 CONCLUSIONS:

· Honor killing is widely prevalent in the North West Frontier Province of Pakistan and has social sanction. 
· There is no moral or social indignation and community action to take up the issue and have justice done. 
· The killers continue to live as usual without danger or threat of social ostracism, or even pricks of conscience. On the contrary, there is appreciation for redeeming personal and family honor. 
· The perpetrator is an enraged father, brother, husband or uncle. 
· The loss of life is among very young girls and young married women.
· A deep- rooted culture of acceptance and inaction is prevalent in the province with regards to killing of young girls and married woman who become a problem for family, or husband.


