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Owen’s Hidden Treasures

     For years people have often said “ I wish I had the energy of a child”.  Admittedly the 
afore mentioned statement may ring true to many, the pure childlike qualities will remain forever 
priceless. Numerous instances are given to support this statement in Throw Momma from the 
Train.  Owen’s ability to see the good in even the darkest of situations, the motivation Owen offers 
Larry, and the void he unknowingly fills in Larry’s life renders Owens adult outside a mere 
skeletal trove to the plethora of hidden treasures offered by his inner child.
To begin, Owen has the uncanny ability to cast a positive light on any grim situation he 
may end up in.  At one point in the movie Larry and Owen find themselves careening out of 
control, as the car tears thru the trees Owen spouts the resemblance of this situation to a 
Flintstones car wash.  In addition,  Owen has no reservations about displaying raw  emotions.  
Upon hearing about Larry’s mishap with the stairs Owen,  in keeping with true child like naïveté, 
stammers “Larry! My Friend!”  Yet another example of this childlike manner is the acceptance he 
seeks from others in his writing as well as from Larry. Throw Momma from the Train  further 
supports Owens acceptance issues when he dedicates his pop-up book to Larry,  when he asks for 
the opinions of his classmates about his writing and maybe the most complex but simple examples 
is the entire scene where Owen longs to share his prized coin collection with Larry.  Owens

reaction when Larry initially declines to see the collection,  and the value being that of no material 
worth thereby proves the blatantly obvious fact that Owen has the mentality of a child.
                                                                                   
     Secondly, Owen possesses the unique skill to make Larry a doer.  One example is the end 
to Larry’s three year writers block.  Larry has been stuck on the third word of  the first line of his 
book with no end anywhere in the near distant future.  The ordeal with Owen turns out to be the 

push that helped Larry produce something from literally nothing.  Another instance of Larry 
becoming a doer emerges in the spontaneous “trip” to Mexico with Momma and Owen 

regrettably in tow. Nonetheless, new things are happening. Larry becomes a traveler.
     Finally,  although maybe not as obvious as the previous points,  Owen fills a need that neither 
he nor Larry knew existed.  Initially illustrated by the anger Larry projected first potraid toward 
Owen when he refers to Owen as “ A little troll that should be hanging from a rear view mirror”.  
The prior example, along with the sheer distain he spuratically shows when speaking of  Margaret 
reinforce Larrys need to be angry.  Even so, toward  the end the movie, a transformation has taken 
place in both Owen and Larry.  The situation between the two has evolved into a unique parent 
child relationship.  Obviosly not traditional,  Larry lets go of his hate only to replace it with a 
fatherly love for Owen, who in light of this has begun to slowly mature.  Owen’s ability to see the 

good in all situations,  the motivation  he offers others,  and the emptiness Owen fills for Larry 
clearly makes this movie not only enjoyable, but thought provoking as well. All in all, one “Owen” 
day is worth far more than a lifetime of “Larry’s”.

