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Lesson plan for William Kennedy’s IRONWEED
For use of an 11th or 12th grade class

Lesson 1

Introduction to William Kennedy’s Ironweed
Pg. 144-146 (Video Tape)

What’s on for Today and Why:


To increase the students’ curiosity towards this novel, we will first be reading pages 144 to 146. These few pages encompass almost all the major themes and ideas of this novel. With the addition of watching a small clip from the novel, my main goal during this lesson is to interest the students in this novel so that they will be more willing to read it and give it a chance.

What to do:

1) Do a coral reading of pages 144 to 146 which will be on a separate handout. 

2) Watch a 15 minute section of the movie that correlates with pages 144 to 146.

3) Using the aforementioned movie clip and book excerpt, have a discussion that includes questions such as: What is the main character like? What is his life like? What will the book be about?

4) Have students use the handout to make a poem with the topic “Homeless.”  All they are going to do is circle words from the text and are not allowed to add words.  Do your own and read it to the class.
HW:


Read pages 1-15. Stop reading at the passage that begins with, “Francis recognized…”

How Did It Go:


The idea of this lesson is to have your students motivated about the novel they will be reading. Promoting curiosity is in the top interest of this lesson. If the students ask questions and show motivation on the assignments, that shows that you are going in the right direction.

Lesson 2

Character List
What’s on for Today and Why:

This lesson is going to consist of letting the students know what they are going to be doing with the book.  Hand out the character ditto and have students start working on it.
What to Do: 

1) Go over the Homework.  

2) Give the students a character list handout and have them create a folder where they can access this ditto throughout the course of reading this book. During this novel unit, students will keep on adding information to the character list, especially considering the large amount of characters.
3) Have the students read a paragraph each of pages 14-15 in class and just briefly talk about Gerald’s death and the consequences for Francis.

4) Before students leave the classroom give them a brief description of what they will be doing in the next few weeks. 

H.W.: 

Have students read pages 16-29 for the following class.  

How Did It Go:

If students created their folder and understood what they were going to be doing in the next few weeks, then your lesson went well.
Lesson 3

“HOMELESS IN AMERICA”
What’s on for Today and Why:



In this class students will be reading an article from the web entitled 



“Homeless in America.” This article will be discussed in terms of the 



problems dealing with the homeless including why they became homeless, 


why they cannot or do not want to accept help, as well as various other 


issues. We will then compare some of these issues to the issues present in the 

book through the different characters. With this lesson students will be 


talking about a world wide issue facing many people.

What to Do: 

1)   Go over the Homework.  

2)   Hand out the two dittos that can be found on the Web at:    

      http://www.passage.org.uk/how.htm and at 

      http://eolit.hrw.com/hlla/rw/index2.jsp?Chapter=6&Page=1.  
3)   Do a coral reading of one ditto and a spiritual reading of the other.  Have   

      students compare the two articles.  Discuss the sentence, “It could  

      happen to any of us.” From the London article.  Do the students agree 

      with the statements? 

4)   Finish this class by comparing the articles to what is going on in the 

      book. 

H.W.: 

Have students read pages 30-44 for the following class.  

How Did It Go:

Students will most likely bring in personal experiences to this lesson which is a plus.  If they associated the article with personal experiences and were sentimental about the topic, then your lesson was successful.
Lesson 4

Literary Elements

What’s on for Today and Why:


In this lesson, students will see a part of an HBO recording of def poetry and compare the rhythm to the language used in the novel. We will be looking at different literary elements used by Kennedy and discussing how they are used, and why they are used. From there we will take a closer look at a small excerpt of the book and focus on Kennedy’s use of rhythm, seeing as though that is one of the most powerful uses of Kennedy’s language. Hopefully students will acknowledge Kennedy’s qualities as a writer as a result of this exercise.

What to Do:

1) Students will watch a five minute video on modern def poetry and compare its rhythm to excerpts of Ironweed. Page 24, “They feared drys, cops, jailers, bosses, moralists, crazies, truth-tellers, and one another.  They loved storytellers, liars, whores, fighters singers, collie dogs that wagged their tails, and generous bandits.” Also Page 29, “Bodies in alleys, bodies in gutters, bodies anywhere, were part of his eternal landscape: a physical litany of the dead.” (both are exact quotes from the book)
2) Review other literary elements and Kennedy’s use of these including: his use of adjectives, similes, alliteration and recurring motifs.

3) Put the class in groups of four and then have them make the excerpt of the book used in exercise 1, into their own freestyle and have them perform it for the class. Students should interpret the passage for themselves and based their freestyle on this interpretation.  They could sing it or just read it.  Leave that choice up to the groups.
HW:


Read pages 45-58

How Did It Go:


If students saw and understood the connection between the rhythm of Kennedy’s language and the rhythm of the unknown def poets, then the lesson was a success. Hopefully the students participated in finding all the literary qualities presenting Kennedy’s work.

Lesson 5

QUIZ/MOVIE 

What’s on for Today and Why:


In this lesson students will be taking a quiz in which they will be allotted 15 minutes and after the quiz they will watch 15 minutes of the movie.  The rest of the period the class will be going over the homework.

What to Do:

1) Give students the quiz and give them about 15 minutes to finish it.  Go over the questions before starting to ensure that there are no misunderstandings.
2) After the quiz, let the class watch the movie.  Try keeping the movie parallel with the book.  Stop the movie to ask questions and answer any that the students might have or to compare it to the book.
H.W.:

Have the students write a short essay on the comparisons between the movie and the 
book.
How Did It Go:

Students should enjoy Friday’s, they are going to be hyper so the movie should be 
satisfying.
Lesson 6

“REENACT OR MIME”
What’s on for Today and Why: 

Students in this lesson will reenact or mime the bar scene.  Give students the choice to approach the scene however they feel comfortable.  This exercise will give students the opportunity to have fun and be creative.
What to Do: 

1) Start class by going over the homework.

2) Do a coral reading of pages 51-58.

3) Have students form groups of five or more and choose what they will need to act out the scene.  Most likely students will be choosing the dialogue between the characters so make sure they stick to the key points of the scene.  (If the assignment is not finished in this class, save some groups for next class.)
H.W.: 


Have students read pages 59-75  

How Did It Go:

If students seemed like they were separating what was important in the scene from what really wasn’t significant, then your lesson went well. 
Lesson 7

RELIGION “METHODIST VS. CHRISTIAN”
What’s on for Today and Why: 

In this lesson students will discuss the roles of religion in this book and how characters respond to the two different religions.  (Methodist vs. Christian) Students will also discuss the quality of life and the connection between the homeless.  In discussing these topics, students should understand the bond between some of the characters.
What to Do: 

1) Go over the homework

2) Have the class do a spiritual reading of pages 76-82.  (Discuss these pages) 
3) Go to pages (64-65) and discuss how the two religions are viewed.  (They all go to God’s home for shelter and food but when the priest asks them to walk up to the alter for savior, no one gets out of their seat.)  See how the class feels about this scene, and what does it tell them.
4) Have the class Brainstorm words they would connect to homeless life.  Taking those words into consideration, have students compare the homeless life from the 1930’s depression to present day homeless life.
H.W.: 

Have students read pages 83-90 for the following class.  

How Did It Go:

If students made the connections between character’s religion and their loyalty to it then they were on the right road.
Lesson 8

FRANCIS

What’s on for Today and Why: 

The main focus of this lesson is going to be Francis.  He is a complex character whom the reader sympathizes with but he is still a murderer.  How do we judge him? 

What to Do: 

1) Go over the Homework
2) Divide the class into two groups (those who will defend Francis and those who will incriminate him.  
3) Divide these two groups into smaller groups making it easier for them to work.
4) The groups should concentrate on either giving reasons why Francis should be punished for his crimes or why not.  At the end of class (the teacher) should present the case and the groups should argue the guilt or innocence of Francis.  Before the class leaves ask them if they feel the same about Francis as they would most murderers and if not why. 

H.W.: 

Have the students read pages 91-99.  Have them go onto the internet and search for information on the Plant Ironweed.  Have them write a paragraph on how they would connect the Ironweed Plant to Francis.  There is also a definition in the beginning of the book.  Feel free to use that definition to support your answer.
How Did It Go:

If there was a lot of noisy conversation and arguments then it shows that the class enjoyed it.  

Lesson 9 
GHOSTS/HALLUCINATIONS
What’s on for Today and Why: 

This lesson will be on the Ghost/Hallucinations.  This lesson will be held in the computer lab.  Students will go onto my webpage (http://www.geocites.com/ricpalas/) to make a connection between Francis and Macbeth.
What to Do: 

1) Give students a brief recap on Macbeth.  On my webpage there is a Macbeth Web quest.  In this Web quest there are different links to sites on ghosts and hallucinations.  
2) Have students briefly go through my web quest and see what I have to say on Macbeth’s contact with ghosts or hallucinations.  Have students write down any information they find necessary for the comparison with Francis’s situation.
3) Have students write a 3 page paper for Homework on the comparison between Francis and Macbeth.  How is their situation different or similar?  Are they both suffering from a guilty conscious?  Give students a week for this assignment.
H.W.: 

Start working on the paper (A 3 page paper, due a week from this class.)  Read pages 99-116
 How Did It Go:

Hopefully students made connections between the two characters.(Macbeth and Francis)  If they did then the class went well. 

Lesson 10

QUIZ/MOVIE
What’s on for Today and Why: 

Quiz/Movie/Continuation from last class.
What to Do: 

1) Give students a quiz.  

2) Watch the movie (stop the movie and make any comments as the movie goes along) Keep the movie parallel with the book.

3) Make sure the students have my URL (http://www.geocites.com/ricpalas/) so they can go to my web quest and work on their paper through the weekend.
4) Let students know that they can use any other sources on their paper as long as they cite them.
H.W.: 

Students should read pages 117-122 for the following class.  
How Did It Go:


Friday’s should always go well; hopefully students will ask questions as the 


movie is playing just as they will make comparisons to the book.
Lesson 11

INTRODUCTION TO NEW CHARACTERS
What’s on for Today and Why: 

By now the students should be more than half of the way through the book, so take this class for character analysis.  Students should have a folder with the character ditto so all they are going to have to do is fill in the information on the new characters, since there is quite a few.
What to Do: 

1)  Go over the homework

2)  There are many new characters at this point, ask the students: who they  

     are, why they are important, and so on….
3)  Make connections between the characters and how they support each  

     other in their homeless life
4)  If you have some time left, have the students read the next few pages in  

     whatever form you find to be more effective with that particular class.
H.W.: 

Read Pages 123-139 for tomorrow’s lesson. (Keep working on the paper)
How Did It Go:

If students participated and their answers were good, then you know they’re on the right track.
Lesson 12

FRANCIS’S AND HELEN’S PAST
What’s on for Today and Why: 

The idea of this lesson is to look into Helen’s and Francis’s lives and see what led them to reach a point of homelessness.  We will use a Venn Diagram Ditto to see the similarities and differences of their lives.
What to Do: 

1) Go over the Homework.

2) Handout the ditto and have the students get into groups of 4 and try filling in the sheet.  Give them about 15-20 minutes and make your own on the board to register the classes answers.
3) Finish class by asking common questions such as; What is the most common reasons why people become homeless?  Try touching many of the issues on today’s streets and homeless problems.

H.W.
Read pages 140-155 for next class. Extra credit Handout Venn Diagram of Helen and Annie.
How Did It Go:

If students are in groups and discuss the characters then you know they are on the right track.
Lesson 13

LANGUAGE AND IMAGINATION
What’s on for Today and Why: 

In this lesson we are going to concentrate on the language used by William Kennedy.  Pages 155-157 are an excellent example of how Kennedy uses language and imagination together to create this incredible book.
What to Do: 

1) Go over the homework.

2) Do a Round Robin reading of pages 155-157.  Discuss Francis’s theory on the different types of kisses.  
3) Talk about Kennedy’s choice in words, especially the richness in adjectives.  Talk about the beat in every comparison.  Why does it change?

4) In his kiss theory, where would you place Helen, Katrina and Annie?

5) Read the first paragraph of page 156 in different forms.  Read fast, slow, with pauses, etc.  Ask students which way makes it seem more like Francis is talking and why.
H.W.: 

Read Pages 156-178 for tomorrow’s class. 

How Did It Go:

If students made good connections with the assignment and showed both agreement and disagreement, then the lesson was positive and influential.
Lesson 14

VIDEOS/ARTICLES/INTERNET

What’s on for Today and Why:
 
This lesson is going to focus on the homeless problem in the United States and the 
rest of the world.  For this class we will watch a small part of a movie called 
“Monster” and discuss the idea of opportunity. The idea behind this lesson is to get 
the classes reaction on the homeless problem in the world.  Hopefully this class will 
help students have a better understanding of this problem.
What to Do: 


1) Go over last night’s homework

2) For this assignment get as much information as possible from news articles that 

    you can access over the internet.  I personally will use a video.  Some articles on                

                the problems Mayor Giuliani had in “Cleaning the Streets,” leaving less places for 
  

                homeless to go.  


3) If you have the chance, show the video on homeless from this website; 
  

                www.markberger.com/movie/tobeloved.htm.  This video has homeless speaking 
 

                about their every day events that can easily be connected to events in the book.


4) Have students make connections and compare the treatment of homeless from 

                the 1930’s depression to the more present days where they are offered better 
  

                conditions and better treatment.  Talk about Rudy’s death caused from the beating 
    the police gave him and the other deaths.
H.W.: 


Read Pages 179-187 (If students didn’t watch the internet video,  have them watch it 
for HW…It’s a must see!) Have student write a paragraph comparing the clip 
with the book.
How Did It Go:

If students showed emotions for the topic, then you succeeded.

Lesson 15

QUIZ/MOVIE
What’s on for Today and Why:

Friday’s class; Quiz/Movie/Handout for final Project
What to Do: 

1) Give out the quiz

2) Watch part of the movie; keep it parallel with the book
3) Talk to the class about the final project, and give them the handout     

    with everything explained.  We will go into further discussion on   

    the project in Lesson 18
4) Go over homework
H.W.: 



Read pages 188-203 (Paper is due next class)
Lesson 16

READ PAPERS “MACBETH AND FRANCIS”
What’s on for Today and Why:


In this lesson we will discuss the papers and have students read theirs.  Don’t 
force anyone to read theirs but make students comfortable to volunteer.
What to Do:



1) Go over the Homework


2) Discuss the papers; Talk about Francis and Macbeth in terms of 



    similarities and what is the importance of the ghosts and hallucinations.       

                            Talk about the guilty conscious the characters carry.  



3) Have students volunteer to read their work.  Give positive feedback as 


    much as possible to make other students comfortable with reading theirs.

H.W.:



Finish the book
How Did It Go:



If students felt anxious to read their pages and share their insight, then the  

                        class was positive.

Lesson 17

STUDENTS REACTIONS ON THE BOOK

What’s on for Today and Why:

This lesson should be a class discussion of the book.  Get feedback on the book from the students, their reactions, things they did and didn’t like, etc.
What to Do:

1) Go over the homework  

2) Get students feedback, and try to get everyone involved in the discussion.

3) Try covering some of the hidden meanings in the book.  Remember pages 15 & 19 where Francis refers to Gerald and his fathers death as “crooked” and also Rudy and Helen’s were “crooked” but the men that he killed weren’t “crooked” deaths.  Also make connections between baseball and violence.
4) Get the ditto with the characters and have the students finish it.  Record all the answers on the board.

H.W.:

Have students contact each other through IM or in whatever way possible to share their ideas for the project.
How Did It Go:

If all the students participated in the discussion and no one was yawning, then the lesson went well.
Lesson 18

BASEBALL
What’s on for Today and Why:

Students will also make the connection between baseball and the book. Students must have chosen a group for their final projects by now.  You will explain and help the students with organizing for their final act.

What to Do:

1)  Give students the baseball ditto.  Explain to them what you are trying to   

     do, that is; in a baseball game you get three strikes per out and three 
     outs per inning.  Francis’s problems came in threes.  He had three loves 

     (Helen, Katrina and Annie), there were also three major losses in his life 

     (Harold, Gerald and Helen).  In a baseball game you leave home plate and 

     come back to it to score.  Francis also left home and was headed for the  

      streets, but in the end came back home.  Violence in  

      the book is also connected to baseball scene where Francis kills the 

      man in the trolly is described as if you were watching a baseball game, 

      just as the scene where Rudy gets killed.

2)   In the ditto you have a box to write over each base.  In these boxes write 
      down the connections that you can make.
3)   If there is any time left then let students get together with their groups.
H.W.
Keep working on final project.
How Did It Go:

This exercise should be interesting and fun for the students, but for this it is up to you in terms of how you present it.
Lesson 19 & 20
Final Project Workshop
What’s on for Today and Why:

These next two lessons are basically in class group work for the final project.  Just make sure that the work is getting done in the groups.
What to Do:

1) Finish watching the movie and use it for ideas for the final project.

2) Let the students write roles and start practicing them for their final performance.  (The ditto has the final project explained in detail)
H.W.:





Work on Final Project
How Did It Go:

If students are excited and having a good time, then everything is being understood and going well.
Lesson 21 & 22
Final Performance
What’s on for Today and Why:

Final Performance…Sit back, clap and have fun with your students!!!



Give a final Quiz
What to Do:

Show positive energy and give good feedback.  Make them feel good about their completion of a hard task. At the end of the performances give a short quiz on the final pages of the book.
HANDOUT FOR LESSON 15

For this final you will write your own script for a homeless story.  Together with your group, create a story out of your own creativity but try using names from the characters from the book.  Give your story a title and give your teacher a copy of your script.

Feel free to;



1.  Wear costumes for your performance (Preferred)



2.  Use index cards or any other method you will need in order to  

     remember your lines



3.  Use any objects that will make your performance credible



4.  Use any ideas from the book (bar scene, the brutal beating,  

                         etc.)


There will be a 10 minute limitation on each performance.  Also a prize will be rewarded to the best group.  Just be creative and have fun with this assignment.

WE WILL DISCUSS THIS ASSIGNMENT FURTHER DURING CLASS (LESSON 18).  FEEL FREE TO ASK ANY QUESTIONS.

HANDOUT FOR LESSON 18
Ironweed

William Kennedy




Just as in a baseball game, Francis’s life seems to run in a pattern of three’s; three loves and three major life-changing deaths. On the diagram below, fill out where you think 
each of those came into his life or changed his life. Later, you will be using this diagram to help you connect Francis’s life and the book to a baseball game, and draw parallels between a baseball game and Francis’s life.


[image: image1]
In groups take the information from the baseball diagram and discuss and explain in paragraph form how is Francis’s life related to baseball. How does the author connect baseball to the events in Francis’s life?

EXTRA CREDIT HANDOUT FOR HW FOR LESSON 12
Ironweed

William Kennedy

Using the diagram below, compare and contrast the character Helen to Annie. Take into account the following factors:


~Quality of life (childhood to adult)


~Past Loves


~Feelings about Francis


[image: image2]
HANDOUT FOR LESSON 12
Ironweed

William Kennedy

Using the diagram below, compare and contrast the character Helen to Francis. Take into account the following factors:


~Fantasies/hallucinations


~Highs and Lows of their lives


~Views on religion


~Past loves; and 


~Lives before becoming homeless


[image: image3]
HANDOUT FOR LESSON 1

(DIRECT FROM THE BOOK “ IRONWEED” PAGES 144-146)


Well, Francis may be a little nutsy to people like Rosskam, but he wouldn’t do anything like Skippy did.  Would he?  He looked at his hands, connecting scars to memories.  Rowdy Dick got the fingerI jagged scar behind the pinky…a violent thirst gave him that one, the night he punched out a liquor store window in Chinatown to get a bottle of wine.  In a fight on Eighth Avenue with a bum who wanted to screw Helen, Francis broke the first joint on his first finger and it healed crookedly.  And a wild man in Philadelphia out to steal Francis’s bit off the tip of the left thumb.


But Francis got ‘em.  He avenged all scars, and he lived to remember every last one of them dickie birds too, most of ‘em probably dead now, by their own hand maybe.  Or the hand of Francis?


Rowdy Dick.


Harold Allen.


The latter name suddenly acted as a magical key to history for Francis.  He sensed for the first time in his life the workings of something other that conscious will within himself: insight into a pattern, an overview of all the violence in his history, of how many had died, like that nameless pair of astonished shades, as an indirect result of his violent ways.  He limped now, would always limp with the metal plate in his left leg, because a man stole a bottle of orange soda from him.  He found the man, a runt, and retrieved the soda.  But the runt hit him with an ax handle and splintered the bone.  And what did Francis do?  Well the runt was too little to hit, so Francis shoved his face into the dirt and bit a piece out of the back of his neck.


There are things I never wanted to learn how to do, is one thought that came to Francis.  


And there are things I did without needin’ to learn.


And I never wanted to know about them either.


Francis’s hands, as he looked at them now, seemed to be messengers from some outlaw corner of his psyche, artificers of some involuntary doom element in his life.  He seemed now to have always been the family killer; for no one else he knew of in the family had ever lived as violently as he.  And yet he had never sought that kind of life.


But you set out to kill me, Harold Allen said silently from the back of the wagon.


“No,” answered Francis without turning.  “Not kill anybody.  Just do some damage, get even.  Maybe bust a trolley window, cause a ruckus, stuff like that.”  


But you knew, even that early in your career, how accurate your throw could be.  You were proud of that talent.  It was what you brought to the strike that day, and it was why you spent the morning hunting for stones the same weight as a baseball.  You aimed at me to make yourself a hero.


“But not to kill you.”


Just to knock out an eye, was it?


Francis now remembered the upright body of Harold Allen on the Trolley, indisputable a target.  He remembered the coordination of vision with arm movement, of distance with snap of wrist.  For a lifetime he had remembered precisely the way Harold Allen crumpled when the stone struck his forehead at the hairline.  Francis had not heard, but had forever after imagined, the sound the stone (moving at maybe seventy miles an hour?) made when it hit Harold Allen’s skull. It made the skull sound as hollow, as tough, and as explodable, he decided, as a watermelon hit with a baseball bat.


Francis considered the evil autonomy of his hands and wondered what Skippy Maguire, in his last years, had made of his own left hand’s suicidal impulse.  Why was it that suicide kept rising up in Francis’s mind?  Wake up in the weeds outside Pittsburgh, half frozen over, too cold to move, flaked out ‘n’ stiffer than a chuck of old iron, and you say to yourself: Francis, you don’t ever want to put in another night, another 
orning’, like this one was.  Time to go take a header off the bridge.  Francis did not understand this flirtation with suicide, this flight from it.  He did not know why he hadn’t made the big leap the way Helen’s old man had when he knew he was done in.  Too busy, maybe, figurin’ out the next half hour.  No way for Francis ever to get real a good look past the sunset, for he’s the kind of fella just kept runnin’ when things went bust; never had the time to stop anyplace easy just to die.

HANDOUT FOR LESSON 2 ( THIS DITTO IS TO BE COMPLETED AS THE BOOK IS READ)
Ironweed

BY: William Kennedy



Francis:

Helen:

Rudy:

Jack:

Clara:

Oscar Reo:

Pee Wee:

Gerald Phelan:

Finny:

Little Red:

Michael Phelan:

Kathryn Phelan:

Harold Allen:

Aldo Campione:

Rowdy Dick (Doolan):

Rosskam:

Reverend Chester:

Peg (Margaret) Phelan:

Billy Phelan:

Annie Phelan:

Strawberry Bill:

Katrina Daugherty:

LESSON 5 QUIZ
QUIZ FOR LESSON 5 PAGES 1-58
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1.  “________ is a member of the sunflower family…it has a tall erect stem and bears deep purple-blue 
flowers.”
2.  ______ Who is Francis looking for?  She is hard to keep track of.
3.  ____ Now one of Francis’s closest friends.  The doctor told this character that they only had six months left 
to live.

4.  ________ What sport did Francis play?



1.  _______ This person visited their sons gravesite.

2.  “______ Michael Phelan; born April 13, 1916 and died April 26, 1916…”

3.  _______ What was the reverends name?

4.  ______ Where is the first chapter of the book taking place?



1.  What did Francis do that lead him to leave his wife and kids and go to a life on the streets?

2.  How did Francis feel about his father?

3.  Who are the “Ghosts” Francis sees?



At the very end of Chapter 1, Rudy is talking to Francis about Gerald.  In a paragraph, explain the last comment Francis made to Rudy.  What do you think Francis was trying to tell Rudy?
(Directly quoted from the book pg. 20)

R - “A Kid?  What’d he do, die young?”

F - “Pretty young.”

R - “What happened to him?”

F - “He fell.”

R - “He fell where?”

F - “He fell on the floor.”

R - “Hell, I fall on the floor about twice a day and I ain’t dead.”

F - “That’s what you think.” Francis said.

LESSON 10 QUIZ

QUIZ FOR LESSON 10 PGS 59-116 (CHAPTERS 3 & 4)

1.  What is Francis’s reaction on money once Helens purse got stolen by the young kids?  
Did his reaction change after he found out how much was stolen?

2.  How does Helen see death?  Compare her views of death to Francis’s and Rudy’s.

3.  Does Francis really care about Helen?  Support your answer.

4.  Who was Katrina Daugherty?  Describe Katrina’s character and her influence to Francis.

5.  How does Francis see love?  

6.  Where does Helen sleep?  Does she mind sleeping there?

LESSON 15 QUIZ
QUIZ FOR LESSON 15 PGS 117-187 (CHAPTERS 5 & 6)
1.  (Quoted from the book Chapter 5 Pg. 118) - “If you love something well enough, Grandmother Archer told Helen when the weakness was upon her, you will die for it; for when we love with all our might, our sill little selves are already dead and we have no more fear of dying.  Would you die for your music? Helen asked.  And her grandmother said: I believe I already have.  And in a mouth she was very unkindly cut down forever.”


-Explain the death Helen’s grandmother is referring to.


-What other characters suffer from a similar “death.”

2.  If you were a psychologist, what advice would you give to Helen and Francis to try   

    and change their quality of life?

3.  Did Helen anticipate her death?  What do you recall from the readings that support your 

     answer?

4.  How did Francis take Helen and Rudy’s death?  Were they a change for Francis’s way of 

     life?  Where did he go from there?

5.  How did Francis feel about his mother?  And Helen?

6.  How was Francis welcomed by Annie?  How did Michael and Kathryn react toward his 

     return?

FINAL QUIZ LESSON 22

QUIZ FOR LESSON 22 (CHAPTERS 7 TO THE END)
OPEN BOOK TEST

1.  Read page 216 from “Francis was now certain… to …done nothing, been nothing.”  



-Write a paragraph on the idea of “One mistake is all you need to end your 

             life.”  Connect this idea and what you just read with the life of Francis and 


 Helen.

2.  After reading this book, watching the videos, and reading the articles, what can you tell   

    me about Homeless people and their living conditions. 

    Try keeping these topics in mind:
· How people become homeless

· Life conditions/ex. threats, beatings and hunger

· How society views the homeless 

     Write as much as you can on these topics.



























